
Introduced: 3/18/88 5-1916A
Referred: Health, E d u c ati on  and

Social Services and Judiciary

BY THE SENA TE  SPEC IA L CO MMITTEE
1 IN THE SENATE ON SUICIDE P R EVE NT IO N

2 SENATE BIL L NO. 495

3 IN TH E LE GI SLA TU RE  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

4 FIF TE EN TH  LEG ISL AT UR E - SECOND SESSION

5 A  BILL

6 Fo r an Act entitled: "An Act relating to mental he al th prof es si on als ."

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISL AT URE  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 * Section 1. AS 47.30.705 is amended to read:

9 Sec. 47.30.705. EMERGENCY D E T E NTI ON  FOR EVALUATION. A  peace

10 officer or a mental hea lt h profe ss io nal  [, A P S Y CH IA TR IS T OR  PHY SI CIA N

11 WHO IS LICENSED TO PRACTICE IN THIS STATE OR E M P L O Y E D  BY TH E FEDE RA L

12 GOVERNMENT, OR A  CLINICAL P S Y C HO LOG IS T LICENSED B Y  TH E S TATE B O A R D  OF

13 PSYCHOLOGISTS A N D  P SY CHO LO GI CA L EXAMINERS] who has pr ob abl e cause to

14 believe that a per son  is gravely di sa bl ed or is suff eri ng  from me nt al

15 illness and is likely to cause serious harm to self or others of such

16 immediate nature that considerations of safety do not a l l o w  initi at io n

17 of involuntary commitment p rocedures set out in AS 47.30.700, may

18 cause the pe rs on  to be t aken into custody and del iv er ed  to the nearest

19 evaluation facility. A  p e r s o n  t ak en  into custody for e m e r ge ncy  eval-

20 uation may not be placed in a jail or other c or re ctional facility

21 except for protective custody purposes and only w hil e a w a i t i n g  trans-

22 portation to a treatment facility. The p e a c e  o f f i c e r  or me nta l

23 health professional shall complete an a pplication for e x a m i n a t i o n  of

24 the person in custody and be interviewed by a men tal  h e a l t h  profes-

25 sional at the facility.

26 * Sec. 2. AS 47.30.915(11) is a m end ed  to read:

27 (11) "mental he a l t h  professional" m e an s a p syc hi a t r i s t  or

28 physician w ho  is licensed to pr ac tic e in this state or e m p l o y e d  by the

29 federal government; a clinical psychologist licensed by the state
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B o a r d  of P s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e  E x a m i n e r s ;  a p s y­

c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e  t r a i n e d  in c l i n i c a l  p s y c h o l o g y  a n d  l i c e n s e d  b y  

t h e  B o a r d  of P s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e  E x a m i n e r s ;  a 

r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  w i t h  a m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  in p s y c h i a t r i c  n u r s i n g ,  l i­

c e n s e d  b y  the S t a t e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g ;  [AND] a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  w i t h  a 

m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  i n  s o c i a l  w o r k  a n d  s u b s t a n t i a l  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  

o f  m e n t a l  i l l n e s s ;  a n d  a c o m m u n i t y  c o u n s e l i n g  a s s o c i a t e  d e s i g n a t e d  by  

the d i v i s i o n  of m e n t a l  h e a l t h  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s ;  i n  t h i s  

p a r a g r a p h  " c o m m u n i t y  c o u n s e l i n g  a s s o c i a t e "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  w i t h o u t  a 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e g r e e  w h o  r e s i d e s  in, a n d  is e m p l o y e d  as a c o u n s e l o r  in, 

a r u r a l  a r e a  of  t h e  s t ate;
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