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BY TH E HEALTH, EDUCA TI ON  A N D
1 IN THE SE NA TE  SOCIAL SERVICES COMMI TT EE

2 SENATE B I L L  NO. 491

3 IN T HE  LEGI SL AT UR E OF TH E STATE OF AL ASK A

4 F IFTEENTH LEG I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESSION

5 A  BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act re la t i n g  to coverage u n de r m ed i c a i d  for h e a r t

7 transplant surgery; an d reordering the priori ti es  for

8 eliminating coverage u nd er  medicaid."

9 BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L EGISLATURE OF  THE STATE OF ALASKA:

10 * S e c t i o n  1. AS 47.07.030(a) is amended to read:

11 (b) In addition to the m a n da tor y services specified in (a) of

12 this section, the department m ay  o f fer  only the following o p t i o n a l

13 services: personal care services in a recipient's home; e m e r g e n c y

14 h os pit al  services; heart transplant surRery and related services;

15 lo ng -t erm  care n on in stitutional services; medical supplies and eq ui p-

16 ment; clinic services; inpatient p sychiatric facility services for

17 individuals age 65 or o lder and individuals u nd er  age 21; p h y s i c a l

18 therapy; occupational therapy; chiropractic services; treatment of

19 speech, hearing, and language disorders; adult dental services; pros-

20 thetic devices and eyeglasses; optometrists' services; i n t er me di ate

21 care facility services, incl ud ing  intermediate care facility s er vi ce s

22 for the mentally retarded; skilled nursing facility services for

23 individuals under age 21; and reasonable transpor tat io n to an d from

24 the point of medical care.

25 * Sec. 2. AS 47.07.035 is amende d to read:

26 Sec. 47.07.035. P RI OR I T Y  OF M E D I C A L  ASSISTANCE. If the depart-

27 me n t  finds that the cost of medical assistance for all persons eligi-

28 b l e  u nd er  this chapter wi l l  exceed the amount allo cat ed  in the state

29 bu dge t for that assistance for the fiscal year, the d ep ar tm ent  shall
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e l i m i n a t e  coverage £or op ti o n a l  m e d i c a l  services a nd  o p t i o n a l l y  e l i g i­

ble g r o u p s  of individuals i n  the following order:

(1) heart transp la nt  surgery and re l a t e d  services:

(2) chi ro pra ct ic  services;

(3) [(2)] adult d e n t a l  services;

(4) f(3)1 e m e r g e n c y  h o s p i t a l  services;

(5) [(4)] tre at me nt  of speech, hearing, a n d  language d i s o r­

ders ;

(6) [(5)] optomet ri st s'  services and e yeglasses;

(7) [(6)] o c c u p a t i o n a l  therapy;

(8) [(7)] p r o s t h e t i c  devices;

(9) [(8)] m e d i c a l  s up pl i e s  and e quipment;

(10) [(9)] clinic services;

(11) [(10)] p h y s i c a l  therapy;

(12) [(11)] p e r s o n a l  care services in a r e c i p i e n t ' s  home;

(13) [(12)] l o n g - t e r m  care n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  services;

(14) [(13)] in p a t i e n t  ps y c h i a t r i c  f a c i l i t y  services;

(15) [(14)] i n t e r m e d i a t e  care fa ci l i t y  s er vices for the 

m e n t a l l y  retarded;

(16) [(15)] i n t e r m e d i a t e  care f a c i l i t y  services;

(17) [(16)] i n d i v i d u a l s  un de r age 21 w h o  are n ot  e l i g i b l e  

for b e n e f i t s  u nder the f e d e r a l  a i d  to families w i t h  d e p e n d e n t  c h i l d r e n  

p r o g r a m  becau se  they are not d e p r i v e d  of one or  m o r e  of t h e i r  n a t u r a l  

or a d o p t i v e  parents;

(18) [(17)] s k i l l e d  n u r s i n g  f ac ility ser v i c e s  for p e r s o n s  

u n d e r  a ge 21;

(19) [(18)] aged, blind, and d i s a b l e d  i nd i v i d u a l s  who, 

b e c a u s e  they do not meet t h e  income r eq u i r e m e n t s ,  do not r e c e i v e  

s u p p l e m e n t a l  security in c o m e  u n d e r  Title XVI of the  S oc i a l  S e c u r i t y
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Act, but who are eligible, or w o u l d  be eligible if they were not in a 

s k il le d nursing facility or intermediate care facility, to receive an 

opt ional state supplementary payment;

(20) [(19)] individuals in a hospital, skilled n u rs in g 

facility, or intermediate care facility whose income while in the 

facility does not exceed 300 percent of the supplemental security 

income benefit rate under Title XVI of the Social Security Act, but 

who, because of income, are not eligible for the optional state s u p­

plementary p a y m e n t ;

(21) [(20)] individuals under age 21 under supervision of 

the department, for whom m a i n t e n a n c e  is being paid in whole or in part 

from public m oney and who are in foster homes or private child-care 

i n s t i t u t i o n s .
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