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BY THE HEALTH, E DUCATION A N D  
SOCIAL SE RVICES COMMITTEEIN THE SENATE

SENATE BILL NO. 481 

IN THE L EG IS LATURE OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

FIFTEENTH LE GI SL ATU RE  - SECOND SESSION 

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act re lating to the duty of h e a l t h  pr of essionals

to w ar n  of a patient's violent threats; and p r o v id in g

for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 09.65 is amended by adding a new s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 09.65.096. D U T Y  TO WARN OF PATIENT'S V I O L E N T  THREAT. (a)

A  health professional shall promptly notify an i d en ti fi abl e po tential 

victim if

(1) a patient communicates to the h e a l t h  pr ofe s s i o n a l  an 

imminent threat that the patient will physically injure, or arrange 

for the physical injury of, an identified or r e a s o n a b l y  i den tifiable 

person; and

(2) in the clinical judgment of the h e a l t h  professional, 

the patient has the apparent intent and ability to carry out the 

t h r e a t .

(b) In addition to the notice required u n d e r  (a) of this s e c­

tion, a health professional shall promptly no ti fy an a ppr opriate law 

enforcement agency or, in an appropriate case, shall take actions that 

result in the emergency detention or commitment of the patient u n d e r  

AS 47.30.655 - 47.30.915.

(c) A  health professional who complies with, or makes a r e a s o n­

able, good faith effort to comply with, the requ ire me nt s of this 

section is not liable for civil damages for

(1) failing to notify or otherwise p r ev en t injury to a
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p e r s o n  w h o  is p h y s i c a l l y  in j u r e d  b y  a p a ti ent  of the p r o f e s s i o n a l  or 

as a result of the pat ien t' s ac tio ns ; or

(2) b r e a c h i n g  a d u t y  to m a i n t a i n  the  co nfi de nc es  of the

patient.

(d) I n  this secti on  " h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l "  includes a physician, 

p s y c h i a t r i s t ,  r e gis te re d nurse, p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  associate, 

or  p h y s i c i a n ' s  assistant w h o  is l i c e n s e d  or  r e q u i r e d  to be licensed to 

pra c t i c e  in  the state or w h o  is e m p l o y e d  by the federal government; a 

social w o r k e r  or c o u nse lo r w i t h  a m a s t e r s  d e g r e e  or  b a c h e l o r s  degree 

in social work, psychology, s oc io l o g y ,  art therapy, or cou ns e l i n g  and 

guidance; a n d  a N a t i v e  h e a l t h  a i d e  e m p l o y e d  by the I n d i a n  H e a l t h  

Service.

* Sec. 2. T h i s  Act takes effect J u l y  1, 1988.
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