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Ec onomic Op po rt uni ty

BY  THE L A B O R  AND
1 IN T H E  SENATE COM ME R C E  C O M M ITT EE

2 CS F O R  SE NA TE B I L L  NO. 4 8 0  (L&C)

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESSION

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an Act entitled: "An Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  the  Alaska r eg ional ec onomic

7 a s s i s t a n c e  program; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e ct iv e

8 date."

9 B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

10 * Secti on  1. PURPOSE. It is the p u r p o s e  of the legislature in  estab-

11 lishi ng  the Al a s k a  regional economic a s s i s t a n c e  prog ram  to

12 (1) encourage the f o r ma ti on  of r e g i o n a l  de v e l o p m e n t  organiza-

13 tions that address the e c o n o m i c  pro blems of sp ecific regions in the state;

14 (2) coordinate p r i v a t e  and p u b l i c  resources to support economic

15 de ve lo pme nt  o n  a regional basis;

16 (3) provide the state w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  region al  ec on om ic

17 issues and opportunities for i nt er na ti ona l trade; and

18 (4) provide a ssi s t a n c e  in local economic d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  and

19 develo pme nt  efforts du r i n g  the current r e c e s s i o n  to e n c ou ra ge  regions of

20 the state to become eco no m i c a l l y  se lf- su ff ic ien t.

21 *  Sec. 2. AS 44.33 is am e n d e d  by a dd i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

22 Sec. 44.33.026. A L A S K A  R E G I O N A L  EC ONOMIC A S S I S T A N C E  PROGRAM.

23 (a) The  department shall

24 (1) e n c o ur ag e the f o r m a t i o n  of regional de v e l o p m e n t  orga-

25 ni zations by p r o v i d i n g  a ssistance in f o r m i n g  or g a n i z a t i o n s  to inter-

26 e sted individuals, inc lu di ng  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  how to q u a lif y and apply

27 for regional de ve lopment grants and f ed er al  fundi ng  u n d e r  42 U.S.C.

28 3121 - 3246 (Public W o r k s  and E c o n o m i c  D e v e lo pm en t Act of 1965), aa

29 amended;
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(2) ass is t an i nte re st ed  individual in e s t a b l i s h i n g  b o u n d­

aries f o r  a p r o p o s e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  to ensure that the r e g i o n

(A) is of sufficient geogr ap hic  size a n d  contains a 

la rg e enough p o p u l a t i o n  to form an e c o no mic al ly  v i a b l e  unit wi t h  

s h a r e d  interests, resources, traditions, and goals;

(B) contains at least one m u n i c i p a l i t y  t ha t  serves as 

a  regional center; and

(C) contains the entire area of e a c h  m u n ic ip al ity  

i nc lu de d in the region;

(3) g a t h e r  i n f o r ma ti on  about region al e c o n o m i c  issues, 

i nte rn at io nal  trade, and t o u r i s m  from organizations;

(4) s e r v e  as liaison b e t w e e n  or ga nizations a n d  other state 

a g e n c i e s  and e n c o u r a g e  o ther agencies to m a k e  resources available to 

h e l p  a c c o m p l i s h  goa ls  of the organizations;

(5) as si st  each or ga ni z a t i o n  to

(A) provide services d es i g n e d  to e n c o u r a g e  economic 

de ve lo pm ent  to local communities and businesses;

(B) collect and distribute e co nomic i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l e­

va n t  to the region;

(C) par ti cip at e in state m a r k e t i n g  ca m p a i g n s  and joi n 

state trade m i s s i o n s  that are relevant to the regi on ; and

(D) d e ve lo p and  implement strategies t o  attract ne w 

industry, e x p a n d  in ternational trade o p p o r tu nit ie s,  and encourage 

tour is m w i t h i n  the region.

(b) Subject to (c) of this section, the d e p a r t m e n t  ma y make 

r e g i o n a l  d ev e l o p m e n t  grants to organizations for p r o j e c t s  the d e p a r t­

me n t  determines w i l l  be of v a l u e  in e n c o u r a g i n g  e c o n o m i c  development. 

D u r i n g  a fiscal y e a r  the departm en t m a y  m a k e  no more  t h a n  15 grants 

a n d  m a y  only m a k e  grants to one o r g a n i z a t i o n  from a p a r t i c u l a r  region.
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A n  organization that is designated an economic development district 

under 42 U.S.C. 3171 qualifies for grants under this subsection. The 

department shall by regulation adopt procedures for applying for 

regional development grants, including application deadlines. The 

department may  by regulation est ab li sh additional grant eligibility 

requirements.

(c) To qualify for a grant, a regional development organization 

must m a tc h the grant by pr oviding an amount of money from nonstate 

sources for the project that equals the amount of grant money to be 

used for the project. The total amount of grant money provided to an 

organization during a fiscal y e a r  may not exceed $50,000.

(d) There is established in the department the regional d e v e l o p­

ment fund consisting of appropriations to the fund. Money from the 

fund may be used only for regional development grants. An ap pro­

priation to the regional development fund lapses to the fund from 

w hi ch  it was appropriated July 1, 1993, unless otherwise provided in 

the appropriation act.

(e) In this section

(1) "department" means the Department of Commerce and 

Economic Development;

(2) "regional development organization" or "organization" 

means a nonprofit corporation formed to encourage economic development 

within a particular region of the state that includes the entire area 

of each municipality within that region and that has a board of 

directors that represents the region's economic, political, civic and 

social interests.

* Sec. 3. AS 44.33.026 is repealed July 1, 1993.

* Sec. 4. This Act takes effect immediately u nd er AS 01.10.070(c).
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