
Introduced: 2 1 2 2 / a  5-1480A
Referred: L a b o r  and Commerce

and Finance

BY TH E SPECIAL COM MIT TE E 
ON L O C A L  AND  R E G I O N A L

1 IN THE SEN AT E E CON O M I C  OP PO RTUNITY

2 SENATE B I L L  NO. 480

3 IN THE L EG I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A

4 FI F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESSION

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an  Act entitled: "An Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  the Al ask a regional e co nomic

7 assistance pr og ra m; and p r o vid in g for an ef fective

8 date."

9 B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S LAT UR E O F  T H E  STATE OF  ALASKA:

10 * S e c tio n 1. PURPOSE. It is the p u r p o s e  of the legislature in estab-

11 l i sh ing  the A l a s k a  regional ec ono m i c  a ss is ta nce  pr o g r a m  to

12 (1) e ncourage the f o r m a t i o n  of regional development organiza-

13 tions that addre ss  the ec onomic p r o b l e m s  of specific regions in the state;

14 (2) co ordinate priv at e a n d  public resources to support economic

15 d e v e l o pme nt  o n  a regional basis;

16 (3) p r o v i d e  the state w i t h  i nf or ma tio n o n  regional ec onomic

17 issues and opport uni ti es  for i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade; and

18 (4) p r ov id e a ssistance i n  local economic di ve r s i f i c a t i o n  and

19 de vel op me nt  efforts du ri ng the c u rr en t rec es sio n to en courage regions of

20 the state to be co me e con omically self-sufficient.

21 * Sec. 2. A S  44.33 is a m en de d b y  adding a n e w  s e c ti on to read:

22 Sec. 44.33.026. A L A S K A  R E G I O N A L  EC ONOMIC A SSI ST AN CE  PROGRAM.

23 (a) The depar tm en t shall

24 (1) encourage the f o r m a t i o n  of regional development orga-

25 niz at ion s by p r o v idi ng  a s s i s t a n c e  in forming organizations to inter-

26 es te d individuals, i ncluding i n f o r m a t i o n  on ho w to qualify an d apply

27 for re gi o n a l  development g ra n t s  and federal fund in g under 42 U.S.C.

28 3121 - 3246 (Public Works and Ec on o m i c  D e v e l op men t Act of 1965), as

29 amended;
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i (2) assist an interested individual in establishing b o u n d­

2 aries for a proposed organization to ens ure  that the region

3 (A) is of sufficient geog ra phi c size and contains a

4 large en ou gh  population to form an economically viable unit wi t h

5 shared interests, resources, traditions, and goals; and

6 (B) contains at least one municipality that serve* as

I 7 a regional center;

1 8 (3) gather information about regional economic issues,

1 9i international trade, and tourism from organizations;

10 (4) serve as liaison b e twe en  organizations and other state

11 agencies and encourage other agencies to make resources available to

12 help  accomplish goals of the organizations;

13 (5) assist each organization to

c
14 (A) provide services designed to encourage economic

15 development to local communities and businesses;

16 (B) collect and distri bu te  economic information r e l e­

17 vant to the region;

18 (C) participate in state marketing campaigns and joiA

I «
state trade missions that are relevant to the region; and

1 20

(D) develop and implement strategies to attract new

1 21
industry, expand international trade opportunities, and encourage

1 22 touri sm wi t h i n  the region.

1 23
(b) Subject to (c) of this section, the department m a y  make

\ 24 regional development grants to organizations for projects the de pa r t­

25 ment determines w ill be of value in encouraging economic development.
{

j 26
During a fiscal y e a r  the department may  only make grants to one o r g a­

27 n ization from a particular region. A n  organization that is desig na ted
I
r.

28 an economic development district u n d e r  42 U.S.C. 3171 qualifies i o x
1

29
i

grants u n der  this subsection. The department shall by regulati'ori

t * \
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adopt procedures for ap plying for regional development grants, includ­

ing application deadlines. The department may by regulation establish 

additional grant eligibility requirements.

(c) To qualify for a grant, a regional development organization 

must ma tc h the grant by prov id in g an amount of m o n e y  from nonstate 

sources for the project that equals the amount of grant money to be 

us e d  for the project. The total amount of grant m o ne y provided to an 

organization during a fiscal year may not exceed $50,000.

(d) There is established in the department the regional d e v e l o p­

ment fund consisting of appropriations to the fund. Money from the 

fund may be used to carry out the purposes of this section and for 

costs of administering the Alaska regional econo mi c assistance p r o­

gram. A n  appropriation to the regional development fund lapses to the 

fund from which it was appropriated July 1, 1993, unless otherwise 

provided in the ap pr opriation act.

(e) In this section

(1) "department" means the D epartment of Commerce and 

Economic Development;

(2) "regional development organization" or "organization" 

means a nonprofit corporation formed to encourage economic development 

wi th in  a p articular re gi on  of the state w i t h  a b o a r d  of directors 

that represents the region's economic, political, civic and social 

interests, and that includes at least one m u n ic ip al  official, one 

person from the local private business sector, and one person who 

represents the local Native community.

* Sec. 3. AS 44.33.026 is repealed July 1, 1993.

* Sec. 4. This Act takes effect immediately un de r A S  01.10.070(c).
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