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3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an Act e n t i tled: " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to a l t e r n a t i v e  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  c e r t a i n

7 school c h i l d r e n ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e

8 date . "

9 B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A SKA:

10 * S e c t i o n  1. F I N D I N G S  A N D  P U R P O S E .  (a) The l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  that

11 (1) u n d e r  AS  1 4 . 3 0 . 0 1 0 ( a )  a s t u d e n t  may w i t h d r a w  f r o m  s c h o o l  at

12 t h e  age of 16;

13 (2) stude n t s  w i t h d r a w  f r o m  h i g h  school b e f o r e  g r a d u a t i o n  for

14 v a r i o u s  reaso n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  disc i -

15 p l i n e  p r o b l e m s ,  truancy, a n d  a v a r i e t y  of  family, health, a nd s o c i a l

16 p r o blems;

17 (3) in the c h a n g i n g  e c o n o m y  tha t  will c h a r a c t e r i z e  the n a t i o n

18 a n d  the s t a t e  t h r o u g h  the n e x t  d e c a d e s ,  m o s t  jobs w i l l  d e m a n d  a l e v e l  of

19 b a s i c  s k i l l  that is s e l d o m  a t t a i n e d  by  s t u d e n t s  w h o  h a v e  f a i l e d  to f i n i s h

20 h i g h  school; o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  m a n y  jobs, t h e  m i l i tary, the p o s t - s e c o n d a r y

21 e d u c a t i o n  system, a nd m a n y  i n d u s t r y  t r a i n i n g  p r o grams are r e d u c e d  o r  c l o s e d

22 to those w i t h o u t  a h i g h  s c h o o l  d i p l o m a ,  a n d  the f a i l u r e  to o b t a i n  a h i g h

23 school d i p l o m a  or its e q u i v a l e n t  m a y  c o n s i g n  students to a g r e a t e r  r i s k  of

24 u n e m p l o y m e n t  or  to a l i f e t i m e  of l o w - l e v e l  jobs;

25 (4) t h ose r e s p o n s i b l e  f or p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  s h o u l d  a ct to r e d u c e

26 the n u m b e r s  of  s t u d e n t s  w i t h d r a w i n g  f r o m  school b e f o r e  g r a d u a t i o n .

27 (b) It is t he p u r p o s e  of  this A c t  to

28 (1) r e q u i r e  t he c o m m i s s i o n e r  of  e d u c a t i o n  to c o l l e c t  a n d  r e p o r t

29 i n f o r m a t i o n  a b out the n u m b e r  of s t u d e n t s  w i t h d r a w i n g  fro m  e n r o l l m e n t  b e f o r e
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1 g r a d u a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e i r  w i t h d r a w a l s ;  a n d

2 (2) a u t h o r i z e  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  t o  t a r g e t  s t a t e  assis-

3 t a n c e  to t he s t a t e ' s  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t h a t  d e v e l o p  a n d  m a i n t a i n  r e m e d i a l

4 p r o g r a m s  f or s t u d e n t s  w h o  are at r i s k  of w i t h d r a w i n g  f r o m  s c h o o l  b e f o r e

5 g r a d u a t i o n ,  a n d  to  p r o v i d e  m o n e y  to s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t o  s u p p o r t  s u c c e s s f u l

6 r e m e d i a l  p r o g r a m s .

7 * Sec. 2. A S  1 4 . 0 7 . 0 2 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  p a r a g r a p h s  t o  read:

8 (15) d e v e l o p  a nd i m p l e m e n t  a p r o g r a m  t o  o b t a i n  f r o m  e a c h
I

9 d i s t r i c t  o n  a n  a n n u a l  b a s i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  stu-

10 d e n t s  w h o  w i t h d r a w  f r o m  e n r o l l m e n t  i n  th e  d i s t r i c t  b e f o r e  g r a d u a t i o n ,

11 a nd the r e a s o n s  f o r  t he st u d e n t s '  w i t h d r a w a l s ;  f r o m  th e  i n f o r m a t i o n

12 o b t ained, t h e  d e p a r t m e n t

13 (A) s h a l l  c a l c u l a t e  a n d  r e p o r t  i n f o r m a t i o n  about

14 w i t h d r a w a l s  f r o m  s c h o o l s  u n d e r  A S  1 4 . 3 0 . 0 5 5 ;

15 (B) m a y  m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  t he b o a r d  a n d  the

16 l e g i s l a t u r e  f or c h a n g e s  to t h e  s t a n d a r d s  a d o p t e d  u n d e r

17 A S  1 4 . 3 0 . 4 5 0  - 1 4 . 3 0 . 4 9 9  d e f i n i n g  q u a l i f y i n g  s t u d e n t s  and

18 e l i g i b l e  d i s t r i c t  p r o g r a m s ;

19 (16) m a n a g e  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  a f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  p r o g r a m  u n d e r

20 AS  1 4 . 3 0 . 4 8 0  f o r  c h i l d r e n  at risk.

2 1  * Sec. 3. A S  1 4 . 3 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to a r t i c l e  1 to
c :

22 read:

23 Sec. 1 4 . 3 0 . 0 5 5 .  W I T H D R A W A L  F R O M  S C HOOL. (a) E a c h  d i s t r i c t
i

24 shall r e p o r t  to the c o m m i s s i o n e r  t h e  n u m b e r  of  s e c o n d a r y  s t u d e n t s  w h o

25 w i t h d r a w  f r o m  e n r o l l m e n t  i n  t he d i s t r i c t  b e f o r e  g r a d u a t i o n  a n d  t h e

26 r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  students' w i t h d r a w a l s .  T h e  c h i e f  s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r

27 s h all p r o v i d e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  in  t h e  m a n n e r  t h a t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y

28 r e q u i r e  b y  r e g u l a t i o n .

29 (b) F o r  e a c h  s c h o o l  y e ar, t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  c a l c u l a t e  a n d
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1 r e p o r t  t h e  d r o p o u t  r a t e  of e a c h  d i s t r i c t  f or g r a d e s  7 - 12 a n d  t h e

2 d r o p o u t  r a t e  f o r  a l l  d i s t r i c t s  f o r  g r a d e s  7 - 1 2 .  T h e  r a t e s  s h a l l  b e

3 e x p r e s s e d  as a p e r c e n t a g e  o f  e n r o l l m e n t  w i t h i n  e a c h  r e s p e c t i v e  g r a d e .

4  * Sec. 4. A S  1 4 . 3 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  t o  read:

5 A R T I C L E  5A. P R O G R A M S  F O R  C H I L D R E N  A T  R I S K  O F  L E A V I N G  S C H O O L .

6 Sec. 1 4 . 3 0 . 4 5 0 .  I D E N T I F I C A T I O N  O F  C H I L D R E N  A T  R I S K .  E a c h  s c h o o l

7 b o a r d  s h a l l  a n n u a l l y  i d e n t i f y  c h i l d r e n  at r i s k  w h o  a r e  o r  s h o u l d  b e

8 e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .

9 Sec. 1 4 . 3 0 . 4 6 0 .  P L A N .  (a) A  s c h o o l  b o a r d  m a y  d e v e l o p  a p l a n  to

10 m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  of c h i l d r e n  at risk. T h e  p l a n  m u s t  d e s c r i b e  h o w  t h e

11  s c h o o l  b o a r d  i n t e n d s  to  r e t a i n  c h i l d r e n  at r i s k  in  d i s t r i c t  e n r o l l m e n t

12 u n t i l  g r a d u a t i o n .  T h e  p l a n  m a y  c o n s i d e r  c u r r i c u l u m  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  a n d

0 13 a l t e r n a t i v e  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  m e e t  the m i n i m u m  c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y  f o r  p u b l i c

14  s c h o o l s  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  th e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  a n d  m a y  i n c l u d e

15 (1) i n d i v i d u a l  t u t o r i n g ,  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  g r o u p  r e m e d i a t i o n ,

16 a n d  o t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  s t r a t e g i e s ,  w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s ,

17 to p e r m i t  a s t u d e n t  to b e n e f i t  e d u c a t i o n a l l y  f r o m  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n ;

18 (2) m o d e l  a l t e r n a t i v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s ,  i n c l u d i n g

19 p r o g r a m s  c o m b i n i n g  a c a d e m i c  l e a r n i n g  w i t h  a  s t r o n g  e m p l o y m e n t  or

2 0  e x p e r i e n c e  c o m p o n e n t ;

2 1  (3) c o l l a b o r a t i v e  e f f o r t s  w i t h  o t h e r  s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l

2 2  a g e n c i e s  d i r e c t e d  at h e l p i n g  a s t u d e n t  to o v e r c o m e  p r o b l e m s  t h a t

23  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  l e a r n i n g ;

2 4  (4) e x p a n d e d  u s e  o f  g u i d a n c e  a n d  c a r e e r  p l a n n i n g  s e r v i c e s ;

25 a n d

26  (5) e x p a n d e d  u s e  of c o u n s e l i n g  s e r v i c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p e e r

27 d i s c u s s i o n  g r o u p s  a n d  i n t e r v e n t i o n  e f f o r t s .

28 (b) A  p l a n  d e v e l o p e d  u n d e r  (a) of t h i s  s e c t i o n  m u s t  a l s o  de-

29 s c r i b e  h o w  r e m e d i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  p a r e n t a l  i n v o l v e m e n t ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y
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1 s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  w i l l  b e  u s e d  to m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  of c h i l d r e n  at risk.

2 (c) N o t h w i t h s t a n d i n g  (a) of this section, a s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t

3
s h a l l  d e v e l o p  a n d  submit a p l a n  u n d e r  thi s  s e c t i o n  to  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r

4 f or r e v i e w  a n d  a p p r o v a l  if, i n  the p r e v i o u s  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  the s c h o o l

5 d i s t r i c t  h a d  50  or m o r e  d r o p o u t s  o r  a d r o p o u t  r a t e  e x c e e d i n g  f i v e

6 p e r c e n t  of t h e  d i s t r i c t ' s  t o t a l  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  e n r o l l m e n t .

7 Sec. 14 . 3 0 . 4 7 0 .  E D U C A T I O N  PROGR A M .  E a c h  s c h o o l  b o a r d  may p r o ­

8 v i d e  a n  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  f o r  c h i l d r e n  at r i s k  w h o  a r e  e n r o l l e d  in t he

9 d i s t r i c t .  T h e  p r o g r a m  s h a l l  b e  b a s e d  o n  the p l a n  a d o p t e d  b y  th e

10 s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  u n d e r  A S  1 4 . 3 0.460.

11 Sec. 14 . 3 0 . 4 8 0 .  S T A T E  A I D  F O R  P R O G R A M S .  (a) A  d i s t r i c t  is

12 e n t i t l e d  to  a d d i t i o n a l  s t a t e  a i d  u n d e r  A S  1 4 . 1 7 . 0 4 9  if  the d i s t r i c t

13 s u b m i t s  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  to t he c o m m i s s i o n e r  a nd the c o m m i s s i o n e r  d e t e r­

14 m i n e s  tha t  d u r i n g  the p r e v i o u s  s c h o o l  y e a r  the d i s t r i c t ' s  p r o g r a m  for c
15 c h i l d r e n  at r i s k  m e e t s  at l e ast t h r e e  of the f o l l o w i n g  criteria:

16 (1) a r e t e n t i o n  r a t e  of at least 70 p e r c e n t ;

17 (2) an a t t e n d a n c e  r a t e  of at least 70 p e r c e n t ;

18 (3) g r a d u a t i o n  of 70 p e r c e n t  of the s e n i o r s  enrolled;

19 (4) at least 70 p e r c e n t  of  t he p u p i l s  e n r o l l e d  r e c e i v e d

20 a c a d e m i c  credit; or

21
yj

(5) the p r o g r a m  m a i n t a i n e d  a n  a v e r a g e  of  at least o n e  m o n t h

22 o f  i m p r o v e m e n t  in r e a d i n g  a n d  m a t h e m a t i c s  p e r f o r m a n c e  for e a c h  m o n t h

23 o f  i n s t r u c t i o n .

I 24
(b) A n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f r o m  a  d i s t r i c t  f o r  s t a t e  a i d  u n d e r

25 A S  1 4 . 1 7 . 0 4 9  must i n c l u d e

26 (1) a d e s c r i p t i o n  of  the t ype of p r o g r a m  t h a t  the d i s t r i c t

27 i n t e n d s  to i m p l e m e n t ;  a n d

28 (2) a n  e v a l u a t i o n  of  t he a n t i c i p a t e d  r e s u l t s  of t h e  p r o­II
29 gram.
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1 Sec. 14.30.490. E V A L U A T I O N  O F  P R O G RAMS. I n  a d d i t i o n  to the

2 r e q u i r e m e n t s  of AS 14 . 3 0 . 4 8 0 ,  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  w i t h h o l d  a p p r o v a l

3 of  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  if, as a result o f  an e v a l u a t i o n  of the d i s t r i c t ' s

4 e x i s t i n g  c h i l d  at r i s k  program, the c o m m i s s i o n e r  d e t e r m i n e s  that

5 (1) the d i s t r i c t  has not r e d u c e d  its d r o p o u t  rate; or

6 (2) s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  by  the d i s t r i c t  to c h i l d r e n  at r i s k

7 d i d  n ot p r o v i d e  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e m e d i a l  services.

8 Sec. 14.30.900. D E F I N I T I O N S .  In  AS  1 4 . 3 0 . 4 5 0  - 1 4 . 3 0 . 9 0 0

9 (1) " c h i l d  at risk" m e a n s  a s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t  en-

10 r o l l e d  in a p u b l i c  s c h o o l  that a d i s t r i c t  d e t e r m i n e s ,  in  a c c o r d a n c e

11 w i t h  r e g u l a t i o n s  of t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  is a s t u d e n t  w h o

12 (A) h a s  w i t h d r a w n  fro m  e n r o l l m e n t  in t h e  d i s t r i c t

13 b e f o r e  g r a d u a t i o n  a nd has r e t u r n e d  to s c h o o l  in the d i s t r i c t  to

14 c o m p l e t e  g r a d u a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s ;  or

15 (B) m a y  w i t h d r a w  f r o m  e n r o l l m e n t  in  t h e  d i s t r i c t

16 b e f o r e  g r a d u a t i o n  b e c a u s e  of

17 (i) family, p e r s o n a l  h e a l t h ,  p r e g n a n c y ,  o r  s o c i a l

18 d i f f i c u l t i e s ;

19 (ii) p o o r  att e n d a n c e ;

20 (iii) low a c h i e v e m e n t ,  as e v i d e n c e d  b y  the s t u d e n t

21 b e i n g  o n e  o r  m o r e  y e a r s  b e h i n d  the s t u d e n t ' s  a g e  g r o u p  or

22 g r a d e  in  t he n u m b e r  of c r e d i t s  a t t a i n e d  or  in  b a s i c  skill

23 levels, i n c l u d i n g  r e a d i n g  and m a t h e m a t i c s ;

24 (iv) low a c a d e m i c  test s c o r e s ;

25 (v) r e t e n t i o n  at a c e r t a i n  g r a d e  level;

26 (vi) d i m i n i s h e d  s e l f - e s t e e m  a n d  m o t i v a t i o n ;

27 (2) " d i s t r i c t "  has the m e a n i n g  g i v e n  i n  AS  1 4 . 1 2 . 0 1 0 ;

28 (3) " d r o p o u t "  m e a n s  a c h i l d  w h o  is n o t  a t t e n d i n g  s c h o o l  as

O '  29 r e q u i r e d  by  AS  14. 3 0 . 0 1 0 ,  c o n t i n u e s  to r e s i d e  i n  the d i s t r i c t ,  does
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

n o t  a t t e n d  a v o c a t i o n a l ,  t e c h n i c a l ,  o r  a d u l t  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  

h a s  n o t  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  h i g h  s c h o o l ;

(4) " d r o p o u t  r a t e "  m e a n s  the r a t e  c a l c u l a t e d  a n d  r e p o r t e d  

u n d e r  A S  1 4 . 3 0 . 0 5 5 ( b ) .
£

*  Sec. 5. A S  1 4 . 1 7 . 0 3 1 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  a d opt r e g u l a t i o n s  d e f i n i n g  f u n d i n g  

c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h i n  e a c h  d i s t r i c t  w h i c h  r e f l e c t  g e o g r a p h i c  a n d  a t t e n­

d a n c e  area f a c t o r s .  F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  of  d e t e r m i n i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  

u n i t s ,  s t u d e n t s  a r e  c o u n t e d  in  the d i s t r i c t  a n d  t he f u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t y  

f r o m  w h i c h  t h e y  r e c e i v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s .  T h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  of 

i n s t r u c t i o n a l  u n i t s  i n  a s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  is t h e  s u m  of t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

u n i t s  for e a c h  f u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  as d e t e r m i n e d  by 

th e  d e p a r t m e n t

(1) t he n u m b e r  o f  u n i t s  f o r  e l e m e n t a r y  a nd s e c o n d a r y  s t u­

d e n t s  d e t e r m i n e d  u n d e r  AS  1 4 . 1 7 . 0 4 1 ( a )  o r  (b);

(2) t h e  n u m b e r  of  u n i t s  f o r  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  d e t e r m i n e d  

u n d e r  AS 1 4 . 1 7 . 0 4 3 ;

(3) t he n u m b e r  of  u n i t s  f o r  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  d e t e r m i n e d  

u n d e r  AS 1 4 . 1 7 . 0 4 5 ;  [AND]

(4) t he n u m b e r  of u n i t s  f o r  b i l i n g u a l  e d u c a t i o n  d e t e r m i n e d  

u n d e r  AS 1 4 . 1 7 . 0 4 7 ; a n d

(5) th e  n u m b e r  of u n i t s  f o r  a l t e r n a t i v e  e d u c a t i o n  d e t e r­

m i n e d  u n d e r  A S  1 4 . 1 7 . 0 4 9 .

* Sec. 6. A S  1 4 . 1 7  is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 1 4 . 1 7 . 0 4 9 .  I N S T R U C T I O N A L  U N I T S  F O R  C E R T A I N  A L T E R N A T I V E  

P R O G RAMS. A  c h i l d  w h o  is e n r o l l e d  i n  a c h i l d  at r i s k  p r o g r a m  e s t a b­

lish e d  u n d e r  A S  1 4 . 3 0 . 4 7 0  a n d  w h o  is e n r o l l e d  o n  the last d a y  of the 

c o u n t i n g  p e r i o d  f o r  w h i c h  a  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  is b e i n g  m a d e  g e n e r a t e s  

0 . 0 2 5  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  u n i t s  if the c h i l d  r e c e i v e s  c h i l d  at r i s k  s e r v i c e s
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and the p r o g r a m  is e nti tl ed  to r e c e i v e  funding u n d e r  AS  14.30.480.

* Sec. 7. T RA N S I T I O N .  (a) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  of e d u c a t i o n  shall b e g i n  

to collect p r o g r a m  d a t a  r eq uired by AS  1 4 . 0 7 . 0 2 0 ( a ) (15), a d d e d  by  sec. 2 of 

this Act, b y  O c t o b e r  1, 1988.

(b) T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 14.30.480(a), added by sec. 4 of this Act, 

do not apply to a school d i s t r i c t’s a p p l i cat io n for st at e aid u n de r 

AS 14.30.480 s u b m i t t e d  for the school y e a r  beg in nin g J uly 1, 1988.

* Sec. 8. This Ac t takes effect J u l y  1, 1988.
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