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Introduced: 2/12/ 88  5-0770L
Referred: Health, Education and Social

Services, Judiciary and 
Finance

IN TH E SENATE BY KERTTULA

SENATE B I L L  NO. 423 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF A LA S K A  

FI FTEENTH LEGISLA TUR E - SECOND SESSION 

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to regulation of the practice of

marital and family therapy: a me nding Rule 504 of the 

Alaska Rules of Evidence; and pr o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c­

tive date."

BE IT E NAC TE D B Y  THE L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. LEGISLA TI VE  FINDINGS. The legislature finds that marital 

and family thera py  is a practice that affects the public health, safety, 

and welf ar e and that the activities of person s who represent themselves to 

the public as m a r ita l and family therapists require regu la ti on  and control 

by the state in the public interest.

* Sec. 2. AS  08 is amended by addi ng  a n ew chapter to read:

CHAP TER  63. M A R I T A L  AND  FAMILY THERAPISTS.

A R T I C L E  1. REGULATION O F  M A R I T A L  A N D  FAMILY THERAPISTS.

Sec. 08.63.010. POWERS A N D  DUT IE S OF THE DEPARTMENT. The d e­

partment shall

(1) establish obje cti ve  e xamination requirements for licen­

sure u n d e r  this chapter;

(2) examine applicants and issue licenses u nder this cha p­

ter to the applicants it finds qualified;

(3) establish conti nui ng  edu ca ti on  requirements for license

r e n e w a l ;

(4) adopt codes of ethical practice for persons licensed 

under this chapter;

(5) hold disciplinary hearings, and order the disciplinary
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sanction of a person wh o violates this chapter or a regulation adoptad 

under thia chapter;

(6) enforce the provisions of this chap ter  and adopt r e g u­

lations necessary to implement this chapter.

Sec. 08.63.020. STANDARDS COMMITTEE. (a) The department shall 

appoint a standards committee for the practice of marital and family 

therapy.

(b) The standards committee consists of two members who are 

licensed marital and family therapists and a pu b l i c  member.

(c) The standards committee shall advise the department on the

licensing and re gulation of marital and family therapists.

(d) The standards committee shall meet at least annually and may 

hold special meetings at the call of the chair, or at the request of 

the department, or on the w r i t t e n  notice of two committee members.

The committee may hold meetings by telephone or other electronic

m e d i a .

(e) A n  action of the department regarding the regulation of 

marital and family therapists is not effective without the approval of 

the standards committee.

(f) Members of the standards committee are appointed for s t a g­

gered terms of four years. A  m e m b e r  may not serve more than  two 

complete consecutive terms, except that a m e m b e r  may serve until a 

successor is a pp ointed and qualified.

(g) The members of the standards committee shall elect officers 

as they consider approp ria te  and necessary for terms of one year.

(h) The members of the standards committee do not receive c o m­

pensation but are en ti tl ed  to per diem and travel expenses au th o r i z e d  

by law for committees u n d e r  A S  39.20.180.

Sec. 08.63.030. PROCEDURES. The Ad m i n i s t r a t i v e  P rocedure Act
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(AS 44.62) applies to p r o c e e d i n g s  h eld a n d  regulations a d o p t e d  u n d e r  

this chapter.

A R T I C L E  2. M A R I T A L  A N D  FAM IL Y THERAPISTS.

Sec. 08.63.110. Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  FO R LICE NSE  T O  PRACTICE. T h e  

d e pa rt me nt  shall issue a l i c en se to pr ac t i c e  m a rit al  a n d  family t h a r a­

py to a p e r a o n  who

(1) applies on a f o r m  p ro v i d e d  by the depa rt me nt ;

(2) pays the a p p l i c a t i o n  fee;

(3) furnishes e v i d e n c e  sa ti sfactory to th e d epa r t m e n t  th a t

the p e r s o n

(A) has not e n g a g e d  in conduct that is a g ro u n d  f o r  

im po s i n g  disc ipl in ar y s a n ct io ns u n d e r  AS 08.63. 25 0;

(B) holds a m a s t e r ' s  degree, d octorate, or e q u i v a l e n t  

degree, from an a c c r e d i t e d  educ at io na l i n s t i t u t i o n  a pp r o v e d  by  

the department and the sta nd ar ds  committee, for w h i c h  the p e r s o n  

has com pl et ed  a course of study that included o n e  y e a r  of s u­

per v i s e d  marital and fam il y therapy clinical p r a c t i c e  and c o u r s e s  

in

(i) m a r i t a l  and family therapy;

(ii) m a r i t a l  and family studies;

(iii) h u m a n  development;

(iv) p r o f e s s i o n a l  stud ie s or p r o f e s s i o n a l  e t h i c s  

a n d  lew; and

(v) research;

(C) a f te r r e c e i v i n g  a degree described in (B) of this 

paragraph, has

(i) practiced marital and family therapy w i t h i n  

three years before the person's application, including 1,500 

hours of direct clinical contact with couplas, families, and
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in d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  a e n t a l  or  e m o t i o n a l  di s o r d e r s  o r  a d j u s t a e n t  

p r o b l e m s  r e l a t i n g  to ma rit al , family, or p e r s o n a l  p roblems; 

and

(ii) co m p l e t e d  at least 200 h o u r s  of s u p e r v i s e d  

cl in i c a l  contact, in c l u d i n g  100 h our s of i n d i v i d u a l  s u p e r­

vi s i o n  and  100 hours of g r o u p  supe rvi si on , a p p r o v e d  b y  the 

d e p a r t m e n t ; and

(4) p a s s e s  a w r i t t e n  or oral e x a m i n a t i o n  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by 

the d e p a r t m e n t .

Sec. 0 8.63.120. L I C E N S U R E  BY CRED EN TI AL S. The d e p a r t m e n t  shall 

i ssue a license to p r a c t i c e  m a r i t a l  and  family t h e ra py  to a p e r s o n  who

(1) m e e t s  the r equ ir e m e n t s  of AS 08. 6 3 . 1 1 0 ( 1 ) ,  (2), and

(3); and

(2) is li censed as a m a r i t a l  an d family t h e r ap is t in a n o t h­

er state that h a s  r e q u ir em ent s for li c e n s u r e  that are s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

e q u a l  to or are m o r e  rigorous th a n  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of thi s state.

Sec. 08.63. 13 0.  LI C E N S E  F O R  S U P E R V I S E D  PRACTICE. (a) The

d e p a r t m e n t  shall issue a license for the s u p e r v i s e d  p r a c t i c e  of m a r i­

tal a n d  family t h e r a p y  as a m a r i t a l  t h e r a p y  as s o c i a t e  o r  a family 

t h e r a p y  a ss o c i a t e  to a p e r s o n  w h o  m e e t s  the r e q ui re men ts  o f  A S  08.63.- 

110(1), (2), a n d  (3)(A) - (B).

(b) A  licensee under this section may practice only

(1) under the direct supervision of a supervisor approved 

by the dep a r t m e n t ; and

(2) in a clinic, social service agency, or other setting 

approvad by the d e p a r t m e n t .

(c) A license for supervised practice expires four years from 

the date of issuance and nay not be renewed.

(d) A  licensee under this section shall submit to the departaent
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for its approval a pr op o a a d  plan for satisfying tho auparvialon r e­

quirement a of AS 08.63.110(3)(C).

(a) Tha department ahall revoke a licanaa for aupervlaed p r a c­

tice if the peraon faila the examination required u nd ar  AS 08.63.110 

two tiaiaa.

Sac. 08.63.140. A U T HO RIZ ED  SUPERVISORS, (a) A  paraon aiay not 

auperviae a marital tharapy asaociate or a family therapy aaaociata 

unlaaa approved by the department to be a auparviaor.

(b) A  peraon who auperviaes a marital tharapy aaaociata or a 

family therapy associate under thia aection ahall

(1) have a licenae to practice marital and family tharapy;

(2) have p racticed marital and family tharapy for five

y a a r a ; and

(3) meet the minim um  standarda eatabl ia he d by the d e p a r t­

ment for approved auperviaora.

Sec. 08.63.150. T EMPORARY LICE NSE  FOR TH E PRACTICE OF MARI TAL  

A N D  FAMI LY  THERAPY, (a) The department ahall issue a temporary 

license for the practice of marital and family therapy to an applicant 

who satisfies the requirements of A S  08.63.110(1) - (3) and has baan 

approvad by the department to taka the mari tal  and faaiily therapy 

examination.

(b) A  parson may practice u nd er  a temporary license u ntil tha 

department issues tha results of tha first aMrital and family tharapy 

ex a m i na ti on  givan a fter issuance of tha pa rson's temporary license. 

If tha p er s o n  fails to take the ex am in ati on  on  tha data scheduled, tha 

teaqiorary license lapses o n  tha day of the examination.

Sac. 08.63.160. U S E  OF TITLE, (a) A  par son  n a y  not us e tha 

titla "marital and family tharapist" or o t h a r  titla, designation, or 

device indicating that tha parson is a mari ta l and family therapist
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unless ths pe r s o n  is licensed as e m a r it al and family therapist.

(b) A  per so n who holds a license issued under AS  08.63.130 shall 

use the title "marital therapy associate," "family therapy associate," 

or other title approved by the department.

ARTICLE 3. GENE RA L PROVISIONS.

Sec. 08.63.210. FEES. The d epartment shall, by regulations 

adopted under AS 08.01.063, e st ablish fees for m a r i t a l  and  family 

therapists for the following:

(1) application;

( 2 )  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  r e e x a m i n a t i o n ;

(3) c r e d e n t i a l  r e v i e w ;

( 4 )  l i c e n s e ;

( 5 )  t e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s e ;

( 6 )  s u p e r v i s e d  p r a c t i c e  l i c e n s e ;

( 7 )  r e n e w a l  o f  l i c e n s e .

Sec. 08.63.220. RENEWAL. A  license to p r a c t i c e  marital and 

family therapy may be renewed under AS 08.01.100 u p o n  s u b mi ssi on  of 

evidence satisfactory to the department that the licensee has not 

committed an act that is grounds for d iscipline u n d e r  A S  08.63.250.

Sec. 08.63.230. PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATIONS. A  p e r s o n  licensed 

u n d e r  this chapter or an employee of a pe rs on  licens ed  u n d e r  this 

chapter may not reveal to another p e r s o n  a c o m m u n ica ti on  s u d s  to the 

licensee or the employee by a client about a m at t e r  co nce r n i n g  w h i c h  

the client has employed the licensee in a p r o fe ssi on al  capacity. This 

secti on does not apply to

(1) a case conference w i t h  o t h e r  p e rs on s licensed un de r 

this chapter or wit h  psychologists, p sy ch olo gi ca l associates, p h y s i­

cians, or surgeons;

(2) a case in w h i c h  the client in w r i t i n g  aut ho r i z e d  the
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licensee o r  the em plo ye e to reveal a c o m m un ica ti on ;

(3) a case w h e r e  a n  i m m ed ia te  threat of serious p h y s i c a l  

h a r m  to an i de ntifiable v i c t i m  is c o m m u n i c a t e d  to the li cen se e o r  th e 

emp loyee by a client;

(4) di sc losures of c o n f i d e n t i a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  

u n d e r  Rule 504, A l a s k a  Rules of Evidence; or

(5) pro ce edings c o n d u c t e d  b y  the d e par tm en t w h e r e  the 

d is cl os ur e of confidential c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  is ne c e s s a r y  to d e f e n d  

against charges by the client that the l ic ensee or the e m p l o y e e  ha s 

v i o l a t e d  prov isi on s of this chapter.

Sec. 08.63.240. EXEMPTIONS. (a) This  c h a p t e r  does not  a p pl y to

(1) a p e r s o n  w h o  p r a c t i c e s  m a r i t a l  and family th e r a p y  

consistent w i t h  the ac ce p t e d  st andards a n d  code of e th i c s  of the 

pe rson's profession;

(2) a m e m b e r  of the clergy;

(3) an e mp loyee of a g o v e r n m e n t a l  unit, e du c a t i o n a l  insti- 

tution, a Native h e a l t h  corporation, or  n o n p rof it  agency w h o  is r e­

qu i r e d  to pr actice m a r it al and  family t he ra py  d u r i n g  the e m p l o y m e n t  if

(A) the e m p l o y e r  m a i n t a i n s  a ppr op ri at e s u p e r v i s i o n  of 

the p e r s o n’s practice;

(B) the p e r s o n  p r a c t i c e s  m a r i t a l  and  fa m i l y  t h e r a p y  as

part of the duties for w h i c h  the p e r s o n  is employed; an d

(C) the p e r s o n  does  n o t  r e n d e r  o r  o f f e r  to r e n d e r

ma r i t a l  and family t he ra py  s e r v i c e s  to the pub li c for cosqpensa*

ti o n  in add it io n to the salary the p e r s o n  r ec e i v e s  f r o m  the 

go v e rn me nt al unit, e du c a t i o n a l  insti tu ti on , Na ti v e  h e a l t h  c o r p o­

ration, or nonp ro fi t agency;

(4) a student, intern, or  re si d e n t  p u r s u i n g  a  c o u r s e  of 

study a pproved by the department, if th e a c t i v i t i e s  of  th e s tu d e n t ,
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1 intern, o r  resident c ons ti tu te  part of a s u p e r v i s e d  course of s tudy

2 a n d  the  student, intern, o r  resident is d e s i g n a t e d  by a ti tle  that

3 i n d i c a t e s  that the p e r s o n  is tra in in g to be a m a r i t a l  a n d  fa mi ly

4 t h e r a p i s t .

3 (b) A  person exempt u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  ma y not use a title or

6 d e s c r i p t i o n  stating or i m p l y i n g  that the p e r s o n  is li ce ns ed u n d e r  this

7 chapter.

8 Sec. 08.63.250. G R O U N D S  FOR I M P O S I T I O N  O F  D I S C I P L I N A R Y  SANC-

9 TIONS. A f t e r  a hearing, the d ep ar tme nt  may i m p o s e  a d i s c i p l i n a r y

10 s a n c t i o n  on  a p e r s o n  licensed to p r a c t i c e  marit al a n d  family t h er ap y

11 w h e n  t h e  d epartment finds that the p e r s o n

12 (1) secur ed  a lice ns e t h ro ugh  deceit, fraud, or i n t e n t i o n a l

13 m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ;

14 (2) e n g a g e d  in deceit, fraud, or i n t e n t i o n a l  m i s r e p r e s e n t a -

15 t i o n  in  the course of p r o v i d i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  or e n g a g i n g  in

16 p r o f e s s i o n a l  activities;

17 (3) ad ver t i s e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  ser vices in  a false o r  m i s l e a d -

18 in g m a n n e r ;

19' (4) has b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  of a felony o r  ot he r c ri me  that

20 a f f e c t s  the p er son's abil it y to p r a c t i c e  c o m p e t e n t l y  and safely;

21 (5) f ai l e d  to c o m p l y  w i t h  a p r o v i s i o n  o f  this c h a p t e r  o r  a

22 r e g u l a t i o n  adopted u nd er  thi s chapter, o r  an o r d e r  of  the d e p a r t m e n t ;

23 (6) c o n t i n u e d  to p r a c t i c e  a f t e r  b e c o m i n g  unfit d u e  to

24 (A) p r o f e s s i o n a l  incompetence;

25 (B) a d d i c t i o n  or s e v e r e  d e p e n d e n c y  o n  a l c o h o l  o r

26 another d r u g  that impairs th e p e r s o n ' s  a b i l i t y  to  p r a c t i c e

27 safely;

28 (C) p h y s i c a l  o r  me n t a l  d i s a b i l i t y ;

29 (7) e n g a g e d  in le w d  or im m o r a l  cond uct  in  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h
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th* d e l i v e r y  of prof es si ona l services to clients;

(8) has had  a license to p ra ctice in another state revoked 

or s u s p e n d e d  for a reas on  other than a fee dispute; or

(9) has v i o l a t e d  the code of ethics adopted by the depart* 

■ant for the practice of Marital and family therapy.

Sec. 08.63.260. D I SC IP LI NAR Y SANCTIONS, (a) The department may 

iapose th* following sanctions singly or in combination:

(1) permanently revoke a license to practice;

(2) suspend a license for a specific period;

(3) censure or reprimand a licensee;

(4) impose limitations or conditions on th* professional 

pr actic* of a licensee;

(5) require a licensee to submit to peer review;

(6) impose professional edu cat io n requirements until a 

sat is fa cto ry  degree of skill has b e e n  attained in those aspects of 

prof es sio na l practice d et er mi ne d by the department to need im p r o v e­

ment ;

(7) impose pr o b a t i o n  and require the license* to report 

regularly to th* department upon matters involving th* basis for tha 

probation;

(8) accept a v oluntary su rrender of a license;

(9) impose a civil fine not to exceed $5,000.

(b) Th*  departsMnt m a y  w it hdraw a limitation, condition, or 

p r o ba ti on ar y status if it finds that the defici enc y that required tha 

s an ct io n has b een remedied.

(c) The depar.tsMnt ma y summarily suspend a license before final 

hearing or  during th* appeals process if the departsMnt finds that tha 

licensee poses a clear and isnMdiat* d a n g e r  to the p ubl i c  welfare and 

safety if th* license* continues to practic*. A p e r s o n  whose license

810423a -9- 81 423



is suspended u n de r this s e ct io n is ent itled to a h e a r i n g  by the d e­

partaent w i t h i n  seven days a f te r the effective da t e  of the order. Th* 

per s o n  aay appeal the s u s p e n s i o n  after th* h e a r i n g  to th* superior 

c o u r t .

(d) The department a a y  reinstate a license that has b e e n  sus­

pended or revoked if the d e pa rta en t finds after a hearing that th* 

applicant is able to p ra c t i c e  w i t h  reasonable s kill and safety.

(e) The department m a y  return a license that has b een vo l u n t a r i­

ly aurrendered if the d epartment determines that the licensee is com­

petent to resume practice and that applicable r e ne wa l fees are paid.

(f) The department shall seek consistency in the a pplication of 

disciplinary sanctions. The department shall e x p l a i n  a significant 

departure from p ri or  d e c i sio ns  involving similar situations in its

findings of fact or orders.

Sec. 08.63.270. PENALTIES. A p e r s o n  who v i o l a t e s  this chapter

or regulations adopted u n d e r  this chap ter  for w h i c h  a specific penalty 

is not provided is guilty of a class B misdemeanor.

Sec. 08.63.290. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter, unless the con­

text indicates otherwise,

(1) "advert ise " includes i s su ihg  or c a u s i n g  to b e  di st ri­

buted a card, sign, or d e v i c e  to a person, or causing, permitting, or 

allowing a sign or m a r k i n g  o n  or in a b ui l d i n g  o r  structure, or in a 

newspaper, M g a s i n e ,  or d irectory, or o n  radio o r  television, or using 

other means des ig ne d to secu re public attention;

(2) "course" m e a n s  a class of at least three credit hours 

in a graduate p r o g r a m  at an accre di te d ed u c a t i o n a l  i nstitution or an 

institution ap proved by the d epartment and  the stan da rd s committee;

(3) " d e pa rt me nt " m ea ns  the D e p a r t m e n t  of Cossserce and

Economic Development;
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(4) " p r a c t i c *  of m a r i t a l  an d family thera py " m e a n s  the 

diag no sis  a n d  tre at me nt of  m e n t a l  and  e m o t i o n a l  d i s o r d e r s  that are 

r e f e r e n c e d  in the s t a n d a r d  d i a g n o s t i c  n o m e n c l a t u r e  for ma r i t a l  a nd  

family therapy, w h e t h e r  cogni ti ve,  affect iv e,  o r  be ha vio ra l,  w i t h i n  

th* contex t of h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  m a r i t a l  and family 

systems; m a r i t a l  and f a m i l y  t h er ap y i nv olves

(A) the p r o f e s s i o n a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  of a s s e s s m e n t s  a n d  

tr ea tm en ts of p s y c h o t h e r a p e u t i c  s er vi ces  to individuals, couples, 

and families for th e p u r p o s e  of t r e a t i n g  the d i a g n o s e d  e m o t i o n a l  

and m en t a l  d iso r d e r s ;

(B) a n  a p p l i e d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the d y n a m i c s  of m a r i­

tal and family in t e r a c t i o n s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  the a p p l i c a t i o n  of p s y­

cho t h e r a p e u t i c  a n d  c o u n s e l i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  for the p u r p o s e  of  

r e s o l v i n g  i n t r a p e r s o n a l  and  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  con f l i c t  and c h a n g i n g  

per ce ptions, a t t i t u d e s ,  and b e h a v i o r s  in the ar e a  of h u m a n  r e l a­

tio nshi ps  and f a m i l y  life;

(5) " s u p e r v i s i o n "  m e a n s  f a c e - t o - f a c e  co n s u l t a t i o n ,  d i r e c­

tion, review, e v a l u a ti on , and  a s s e s s m e n t  of the p r a c t i c e  of the p e r s o n  

b e i n g  supervised, i n c l u d i n g  dir ec t o b s e r v a t i o n  a n d  the r e v i e w  of cas e 

pre se nt ati on s,  audio tapes, an d v i d e o  tapes.

* Sec. 3. A S  0 8 . 0 1 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(28) r e g u l a t i o n  of the p r a c t i c e  of m a r i t a l  a n d  family t h e r a­

py u n d e r  A S  08.63.

* Sec. 4. A S  0 8 . 0 1 . 0 5 0 ( a ) ( 4 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(4) n o t i f y  a p p l i c a n t s  of a c c e p t a n c e  or  r e j e c t i o n  as d e ­

term i n e d  by the b o a r d  o r  as d e t e r m i n e d  by  the d e p a r t m e n t  u n d e r  

A S  0 8 .11  fo r a ud i o l o g i s t s ,  u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 4 0  for e l e c t r i c a l  a d m i n i s t r a­

tors, u n d e r  A S  08.45 f or  na tur o p a t h s ,  [OR] u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 5 5  fo r h e a r i n g  

aid  d e a l e r s , or u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 6 3  for m a r i t a l  an d f a m i l y  t h e r a p i s t a :
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*  Sec. 5. A S  0 8. 0 1 . 0 5 0 ( e ) ( 9 )  la a m e n d e d  to read:

(9) issue licenses or t e m p o r a r y  licenses as a u t h o r i z e d  by 

the  b o a r d  o r  as a u t h o r i z e d  by the d e pa rt me nt  u nder A S  0 8 . 1 1  for 

au di o l o g i s t s ,  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 4 0  for  e le ctr ic al  a dmi ni st ra tor s,  u n d e r  

A S  0 8.45 for na tu ropaths, [OR] u n d e r  AS 08.55 for h e a r i n g  ai d d e a l e r s ^  

or  u n d e r  A S  08.63 for m a r i t a l  and  family t h e r a p i s t s ;

* Sac. 6. A S  0 8 .0 2.0 10 (a ) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) A n  au di ol og ist  l ic en se d u n d e r  AS 08.11, a p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  in 

the s ta te  as a c h i r o p r a c t o r  u n d e r  A S  08.20, a dentist u n d e r  A S  08.36, 

a m a r i t a l  and family th e r a p ist u n d e r  AS 08.63, a medical p r a c t i t i o n e r  

o r  o s t e o p a t h  u n d e r  AS 08.64, a r e g i s t e r e d  nurse under A S  08.68, an 

o p t o m e t r i s t  u n d e r  AS 08.72, a r e g i s t e r e d  p harmacist u n d e r  A S  08.80, a 

r e g i s t e r e d  p hy s i c a l  ther api st  o r  o c c upa ti on al  t h e r a p i s t  u nde r 

AS  08.84, or a p s y c h o l o g i s t  u n d e r  AS 08.86, shall use as p r o f e s s i o n a l  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a p p r o p r i a t e  letters or a title after that p e r s o n ' s  name  

w h i c h  r ep re se nt s that p er son 's  sp ec i f i c  field of practice. The l e t­

ters or  title shall a p p e a r  on all signs, s tationery or o t h e r  a d v e r t i s­

ing in w h i c h  the p e r s o n  offers or di spl ay s per sonal p r o f e s s i o n a l  

s e r v i c e s  to the public. In addition, a p e r s o n  engaged in the pr ac t i c e  

of m e d i c i n e  or o s t e o p a t h y  as d e f i n e d  in  AS 08.64.380, o r  a p e r s o n  

e n g a g e d  i n  any m a n n e r  in the h e a l i n g  arts w h o  d i a g n o s e s ,  treats, 

tests, o r  co uns el s o t h e r  p e r s o n s  in r el a t i o n  to hu ma n h e a l t h  or  d i s­

ea s e  a n d  uses th e letters " M . D . " or  the title " d oc to r” o r  "ph y s i c i a n "  

err a n o t h e r  title that tends to s h o w  that the pe rs o n  is w i l l i n g  or 

q u a l i f i e d  to diag no se,  treat, test, or counsel a n o th er  p e r s o n ,  shall 

c l a r i f y  the letters or  t itle b y  a d d i n g  the a p p r o p r i a t e  s pe ci a l i s t  

d e s i g n a t i o n ,  if any, such  as " de rma tologist", " ra di ol o g i s t " ,  

" a u di ol og is t",  "natu ro pat h" , o r  the like.

* Sec. 7. AS 0 8 . 0 3 . 0 1 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a ne w p a r a g r a p h  to read:
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(21) Standards committee for the practice of m a r i t a l  and 

family therapy (AS 08.63.020) -- June 30, 1992.

* Sec. 8. AS 09.55.560(1) is amended to read:

(1) "health care provider" means an audiologist licensed 

under AS 08.11; a chiropractor licensed under AS 08.20; a dental

hygienist licensed under AS 08.32; a dentist licensed u n de r A S  08.36; 

a m a r i t a l and family therapist licensed under AS 0 8.63; a nurse li­

censed under AS 08.68; a dispensing optician licensed u n d e r  AS 08.71; 

a naturopath licensed under AS 08.45; an optometrist licensed under 

AS 08.72; a pharmacist licensed under AS 08.80; a physical therapist 

or occupational therapist licensed under AS 08.84; a physician 

licensed under AS 08.64; a podiatrist; a psychologist and a p s y c h o­

logical associate licensed u n d e r  AS 08.86; and a hospital as defined 

in AS 18.20.130, including a governmentally owned or o perated h o s p i­

tal; a corporate entity covered under AS 21.88.0 5 0 ( b ) (11); and an 

employee of a h e a l t h  care pr ov id er  acting wi th in the course and scope 

of e m p l o y m e n t ;

* Sec. 9. AS 21.88.900(a)(9) is amended to read:

(9) "health care provider" means an audiologist licensed

under AS 08.11; a chiropractor licensed under AS 08.20; a dental

hygienist licensed under AS 08.32; a dentist licensed u n d e r  AS  08.36; 

a marital and family therapist licensed u n der  AS 08.63; a nurse li­

censed u nder A S  08.68; a dispe ns ing  opticia n licensed u n d e r  AS 08.71; 

an optometrist licensed u nder A S  08.72; a pharmacist lic ensed under 

AS 08.80; a physical therapist or occupational therapist licensed 

under A S  08.84; a physician licensed u nder AS 08.64; a podiatrist; a 

psychologist and a psychological associate licensed u n d e r  A S  08.86; a 

hospital as d e f i n e d  in AS 18.20.130, including a g o v e r nm en tal ly  owned 

or operated hospital; a corporate entity covered u n d e r  AS  21.88.-
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0 5 0 ( b ) (11); an employee of a hea l t h  care pr ov i d e r  acting w i t h i n  the 

course and scope of employment;

* Sec. 10. AS 21.88.900 is amended by adding a ne w par ag rap h to read:

(18) "marital and  family therapist" means a person licensed 

u nd er  AS 08.63.

* Sec. 11. AS 47.17.070(9) is amended to read:

(9) "pr actitioner of the healin g arts" includes 

chiropractors, dental hygienists, dentists, healt h aides, m arital and 

family therapists, nurses, nurse practitioners, occupational t h e r a­

pists, occupational therapy assistants, optometrists, osteopaths, 

naturopaths, physical therapists, physical therapy assistants, p h y s i­

cians, p hysician's assistants, psychiatrists, psychologists, p s y c h o­

logical associates, audiologists licensed u n d e r  AS 08.11, h e ar in g aid 

dealers licensed u nd er  AS  08.55, religious heal ing  practitioners, and  

s u r g e o n s ;

* Sec. 12. INIT IA L APP OIN TM EN TS  TO THE STA ND AR DS  COMMITTEE. In m a k i n g  

the initial appointments of professional members to the standards c o m mit te e 

for the pr actice of marital and family therapy u n d e r  AS 08.63.020, a dded by 

■ec. 2 of this Act, a pe r s o n  is eligible for appointment to a standards 

committee as a marital and family th e r a p i s t - m e m b e r  if the person holds a 

master's degree or do ctorate that included one y e a r  of supervised m ar it al  

and family therapy clinical practice and courses in marit al  and  family 

therapy, mari ta l and fam il y studies, h u m a n  development, p r o f e s s i o n a l  

studies or  p ro fe ssional ethi cs  and law, and research.

* Sec. 13. (a) N ot wi t h s t a n d i n g  AS 08.63.110, added by sec. 2 of this 

Act, the Department of C om m e r c e  and Economic Develop men t shall issue a 

license to pr actice m a ri tal  and family therapy to a p e r s o n  who

(1) applies b e f o r e  July 1, 1989;

(2) satisfies the requirements of A S  08.63.110(1), (2), a n d
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1 ( 3 ) (A), a d d e d  by sec. 2 of this Act;

2 (3) holds a m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  or d o c tor at e from  a n  a c c r e d i t e d

3 e d u c a t i o n a l  i ns t i t u t i o n  ei t h e r  in

4 (A) m a ri ta l and family therapy; or

5 (B) an a p p r o p r i a t e  course of study a p p r o v e d  by the depart-

6 me n t  and s u b s t a n t i a l l y  e qu iv a l e n t  to the following: t hr ee  courses in

7 m a r i t a l  and family studies; three courses in m a r i t a l  a nd  family ther-

8 apy; three courses in m a r i t a l  and family studies; t h ree  courses in

9 h u m a n  dev elo pm en t;  one cou r s e  in research; one co ur s e  in p r o f e s s i o n a l

0 s t u d i e s  o r  profe ss io nal  law and ethics; and one y e a r  of s u p e r v i s e d

1 c l i n i c a l  practice;

2 (4) either

3 (A) w i t h i n  t h r e e  years b e f o r e  the p e r s o n ' s  a ppl ication, ha s

4 p r a c t i c e d  mari ta l and fami ly  therapy i n c lu din g at least 1,500 h o u r s  of

5 d i r e c t  clinical contact w i t h  couples, families, and i nd i v i d u a l s  w i t h

6 m e n t a l  or em otional d i s o r d e r s  or adjust men t p r o b l e m s  r e l a t i n g  to

7 m a r i t a l ,  family, or p e r s o n a l  pr ob le ms and has b e e n  s u p e r v i s e d  in the

8 c l i n i c a l  contact for at least 200 hours, i n c lu di ng  100 hours of indi-

9 v i d u a l  su per vision; or

20 (B) is a c l i n i c a l  m e m b e r  of the A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  of

21 M a r r i a g e  and F am i l y  Th er a p y ;  and

22 (5) has p r a c t i c e d  m a r i t a l  and family th e r a p y  as a re si den t o f

23 the s t ate  i m m e d iat el y p r e c e d i n g  the application.

24 (b) Th e depar tm ent  shall liberally construe the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of t h i s

25 s e c t i o n  for the pu rp o s e s  of l i c en si ng  as a marital a n d  fami ly  t h e r a p i s t

26 e v er y p e r s o n  wh o mer it s l i c e n s i n g  by v i r t u e  of the p e r s o n ' s  e d u c a t i o n ,

27 training, a n d  experience.

28 (c) A  license iss ue d u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  is for all p u r p o s e s  a l i c e n s e

29 i s s u e d  u n d e r  A S  08.63.
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1 * Sec. 14. A S  08.63.230, added by sec. 2 of this Act, has th e effect of

2 a m e n d i n g  R u l e  504 o f  the A l a s k a  Rules of Evidence by cr ea t i n g  a privilege

3 to refuae to d i s c l o s e  in fo raation for licensed marital and family thera*

4 pi st s and  for t h e i r  employees.

5 * Sec. 15. T h i s  Act takes effect J u l y  I, 1988.

c
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