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BY THE COMMUNITY A N D  REGIONAL
1 IN THE SE NAT E AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

2 CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 407 (C&RA)

3 IN THE LE GI SLA TU RE  OF THE  STATE OF AL ASK A

4 FI FTE EN TH  LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 A  BILL

6 F o r  an Act entitled: "An Act establishing the Chelatna Public Use  Area;

7 and pro vid in g for an  effective date."

8 B E  IT ENAC TED  BY  THE LEGI SL AT UR E OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. AS 41.23 is amended by adding new sections to read:

10 A RT IC LE  3. CHELATNA PUBLIC USE AREA.

11 Sec. 41.23.200. PURPOSE. The purpose of AS 41.23.200 - 41.23.-

12 230 is to establish the area described in AS 41.23.230 as the Chelatna

13 Public Use Area. The C he latna Public Use Area is esta bl is he d to

14 (1) protect and m ai ntain fish and wildlife habitat, partic-

15 ularly moose calving and wint er in g- ove r areas, trumpeter s wa n  nesting

16 areas, and other habitats important to furbearers, b l a c k  and b ro wn

17 bear, and resident and anadromous fish so that traditional public uses

18 of fish and wildlife populations m ay  continue;

19 (2) p erpetuate and enhance public enjoyment of fish and

20 wildlife and their habitat including fishing, hunting, trapping,

21 viewing, and photography;

22 (3) perpe tua te  and enhance general public r ec re at io n in a

23 quality environment;

24 (4) perpetuate and enhance additional public uses described

23 in the Susitna Area Plan;

26 (5) allow additional public uses of the area in a suinner

27 compatible with the purposes specified in (1) - (4) of this section.

28 Sec. 41.23.210. MANAGEMENT, (a) Management of the surface and

29 subsurface estate of the Chelatna Public Use Area is tha
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re s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t ur al  Resourcea. A f t e r  a dequate 

p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall a dopt and m a y  rev is e a m a n a g e­

m e n t  pla n f o r  the C h e l a t n a  P u b l i c  Use A r e a  w i t h  the p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and 

c o n c u r r e n c e  of  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of fish and  game.

(b) T h e  D ep ar t m e n t  of F i s h  and G am e  is r es p o n s i b l e  for  the 

m a n a g e m e n t  of fish and  game r e s ou rce s an d public u s e  of f i s h  and 

w i l d l i f e  in the C h e l a t n a  P u b l i c  Use  A r e a  consistent w i t h  the p ur poses 

of  AS  41.23.200.

(c) T h e  C h e l a t n a  Publ ic  U s e  Ar e a  shall be o p e n  to m i n e r a l  entry 

u n d e r  AS 38.05 .1 85  - 3 8 . 0 5.2 75  except as pro v i d e d  in the m a n a g e m e n t  

p l a n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  (a) of this section, and the c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  adopt 

reg u l a t i o n s  to achieve the p u r p o s e s  s p e c if ie d in A S  4 1.23.200. Each 

v a l i d  e x i s t i n g  right o r  p e r m i t  shall r e m a i n  v a lid  an d c o n t i n u e  in full 

force and ef fe ct  a c c o r d i n g  to its terms. Explo rat io n,  dev elo pm en t,  

an d e x t r a c t i o n  of s u b s u r f a c e  reso ur ces  shall be a l l o w e d  in a man n e r  

that is c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  the p urp o s e s  spe cif ie d in AS 4 1 . 2 3 . 2 0 0 ( 1 )  - 

(4).

(d) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  not a c q u i r e  by e mi ne nt d o m a i n  p r i va tel y 

ow ne d land w i t h i n  or a b u t t i n g  s ta t e - o w n e d  land d e s c r i b e d  in A S  41.23.- 

230 but m a y  a cq ui re p r i v a t e l y  owned land d e s c r i b e d  i n  AS 4 1 . 2 3 . 2 3 0  by 

purchase, exchange, or o t h e r w i s e  for in c l u s i o n  in the C h e l a t n a  Public 

U s e  Area.

(e) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  not m a n a g e  the C h e l a t n a  P u b l i c  U s e  A r e a  

as a u nit o f  the state p a r k  system.

Sec. 41.23.220. C O M P A T I B I L I T Y  O F  USES, (a) Exc ept  as p r o v i d e d  

in this section, the c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  pr ohibit o r  r e s t r i c t  i n c o m p a t i­

ble  uses u n d e r  the m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  A S  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 1 0  w i t h i n  

the s t a t e - o w n e d  land a n d  w a t e r  d e s c r i b e d  in A S  41.2 3. 23 0.

(b) N o t h i n g  in  A S  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 0 0  - 4 1 . 2 3 . 2 3 0  p r o h i b i t s  th e D e p a r t m e n t
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1 of  F i a h  an d G a a e  f r o a  e n g a g i n g  in r e h a b i l i ta tio n,  en han c e a e n t ,  and

2 d e v e l o p a e n t  of f ia h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  w i t h i n  an  a r e a  d e a c r i b e d  in 

A S  41.2 3. 23 0.

(c) Exc e p t  aa p r o v i d e d  in thia aection, the c o a a i a a i o n e r  a a y  not 

rea tr ic t lawfu l aport a n d  a u b s i s t e n c e  fiahing, h u n t i n g ,  or tr app in g 

ri gh ta  a l l o w e d  u n d e r  a r e g u l a t i o n  of the B o a r d  of F i a h a r i e a  o r  the 

B o a r d  of G a a e  w i t h i n  th e C h e l a t n a  Pu b l i c  U s e  Area.

(d) T h e  c o a a i a s i o n e r  shall a l l o w  t r a d i t i o n a l  a cc e s s  to the 

C h e l a t n a  P u b l i c  U s e  A r e a  by m o t o r i z e d  or  n o n m o t o r i z e d  a e a n s  of t r a n s­

po r t a t i o n  to p r iv ate  land, int ere st s in p r i v a t e  land, a n d  for lawful 

aport a n d  s u b s i s t e n c e  hunting, fishing, trapping, a n d  re cr ea t i o n a l  

p u r p o s e s  in a a a n n e r  that is c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  p u r p o s e s  s p e c i f i e d  in 

A S  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 0 0 ( 1 )  - (4). The cosiaissioner and  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of fish 

a n d  ga a e  s h al l J o i n t l y  d e v el op  g u i d e l i n e s  for t r a d i t i o n a l  access and 

incl ude  the g u i d e l i n e s  in the m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  A S  41.23.- 

210.

7 (e) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  aa y not t r a n s f e r  land w i t h i n  the Ch el a t n a

Pu b l i c  U s e  A r e a  into p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  u n d e r  A S  38.

9 (f) T h a  D e p a r t a e n t  of P u b l i c  Safe ty  a nd  the D e p a r t a e n t  of Fish

a n d  G a a e  ahall h a v e  n e c e s s a r y  a cc e s s  for fi s h  a n d  g a a e  aanagea en t, 

research, a n d  e n f o r c e a e n t  purposes.

(g) If  the c o a a i s s i o n e r  d e t e r m i n e s  that a u s e  is in com p a t i b l e

w i t h  one o r  ao r e  o t h e r  uses in a p o r t i o n  of the C h e l a t n a  P u b l i c  Use

4  Area, the c o a a i s s i o n e r  shall s t at e in the a a n a g e a e n t  p l a n  a d o p t e d  or

r e v i s e d  u n d e r  AS 4 1 . 2 3 . 2 1 0

(1) e a c h  d e t e r a i n a t i o n  of i n c o s ^ a t i b i l i t y ;

7 (2) the s p e c i f i c  a r e a  w h e r e  t he incos^>atibility is d e t e r­

m i n e d  to exist;

(3) the t i a e  w i t h i n  w h i c h  the i n c o a p a t i b i l i t y  is d e t e r m i n e d  
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to exist; end

(4) the reasons for each d e t e r a in at ion  of i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y .

Sec. 41.23.230. CHE LATNA PUBLIC U S E  AREA. The vacant an d un a p­

propr i a t e d  state-owned land and water and  the state land and water 

acquire d in the future that lie wit hin  the boundaries desc ri be d in 

this s e c t i o n  are desi gn at ed  as the C he latna Public Us e Area, are 

r es erved for all uses c ompatible wit h their primary f un ction as public 

use land, and are assigned to the Departaent of Natural Re sources for 

control an d management:

(1) T ow nship 24 North, Range 9 West, Seward M e r i d i a n  

Section 2

Section 3: El/2, excluding USS 3891

(2) To wnship 25 North, Range 8 West, Seward M e r i d i a n  

Sections 6 - 7

Sections 18 - 19

(3) T ow nship 25 North, Range 9 West, Seward M e r i d i a n  

Sections 1 - 1 8

Section 19: W1/2NE1/4, NE1/4SE1/4

Sections 20 - 28 

Section 29: NE1/4

Sections 33 - 36

(4) Township 25 North, Range 10 West, Seward M e r i d i a n  

Sections 1 - 2

Section 3: Nl/2, N1/2S1/2

Section 4: N E 1/4

Section 12: El/2, N1/2NW1/4

Sect ion  18: Wl/2

Section 19

Section 20: SW1/4
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Section 28: SV1/4

Sections 29 - 33

(5) Township 25 North, Range 11 West, Seward M e r i d i a n  

Sections 2 - 3 6

(6) Township 25 North, Range 12 West, Seward M e r i d i a n  

Section 1

Section 2: NE1/4

Section 12: El/2

Section 13: El/2

Section 24: El/2

Section 25: N E1/4

(7) Township 26 North, Range 8 West, Seward Me ri d i a n  

Section 18: S1/2SW1/4

Section 19: Wl/2

Sections 30 - 31

(8) Township 26 North, Range 9 West, Seward M e r i d i a n  

Section 2: Nl/2, SW1/4

Sections 3 - 1 1

Section 12: S1/2NE1/4, NW1/4NE1/4, Sl/2, NW1/4

Sections 13 - 36

(9) Township 26 North, Range 10 West, Seward M e r i d i a n  

Sections 1 - 2 8

Section 29: Nl/2, N1/2S1/2, S1/ 2S E1/ 4

Section 30

Section 33: El/2, NW1/4, E1/2 SW1 /4

Sections 34 - 36

(10) Township 26 North, Range 11 West, Seward M e r i d i a n  

Sections 1 - 2  

Sections 5 - 8
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1 S a c t i o n  9: W l/ 2

2 S e c t i o n s  11 - 13

S e c t i o n  14: El/2

Se ct i o n s  1 6 - 2 1

S e c t i o n  22: SW1/4, W 1 / 2 N W 1 / 4

S a c t i o n  24 

S e c t i o n  25: N E 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  27: SE1/4, Wl/2

S e c t i o n s  28 - 34 

S e c t i o n  35: Sl/2, NW1/4

(11) T o w n s h i p  26 North, R a ng e 12 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S ec t i o n s  1 - 2 9

S e c t i o n  30: Nl/2

S e c t i o n  32: N E 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  33: Nl/2

S e c t i o n s  34 - 36

(12) T o w n s h i p  26 North, R a n g e  13 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n s  1 - 1 4

S e c t i o n  15: Nl/2, SE1/4

20 S e c t i o n  16: Nl/2, SWl/4

21 S e c t i o n  17

22 S e c t i o n  18: N E 1 / 4

23 S e c t i o n  22: N E l / 4

24 S e c t i o n  23: Nl/2

25 S e c t i o n  24: Nl/2

26 (13) T o w n s h i p  27 North, R a n g e  8 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

27 S e c t i o n s  3 - 1 0

28 S e c t i o n s  15 - 21

29 S e c t i o n s  28 - 33
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(14) T o w n s h i p  27 North, Range 9 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  

Sections 1 - 2

S e c t i o n  3: S l/2

Se ctions 1 0 - 1 5  

S e c t i o n  16: El/2

S e cti on  19: exc l u d i n g  U.S.M.S. 2299

Sections 2 0  - 29

S e c t i o n  30: exc l u d i n g  U.S.M.S. 2299

S ec tions 3 1 - 3 6

(15) T o w n s h i p  27 North, R ange 10 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  

Sections 5 - 9

Sections 15 - 24

Se c t i o n  25: ex c l u d i n g  U.S.M.S. 2299

Sections 2 6  - 36

(16) T o w n s h i p  27 North, Ra ng e 11 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  

Sections 1 - 3

S e c t i o n  4: e x c l u d i n g  U S S  5832

S e cti on  5

S e c t i o n  6: Nl/2, SE1/4

S e c t i o n  8: Nl/2, SE1/4

Sections 9 - 1 6  

Sect io n 19: SW1/4

S e cti on  21: Nl/2, SE1/4

Sections 22  - 27 

Secti on 30: SE1/4, Wl / 2

Secti on 31 

Secti on 32: El/2

Secti on 34: El/2

Sections 35 - 36
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(17) T own sh ip  27 North, R an ge  12 Wost, Sew ar d Meridian 

Sections 4 - 9

Secti on 10

Secti on 15: SE1/4, Wl/2

Sections 16 • 22 

Se c ti on  23: Sl/2, NV1/4

Sect io n 24: Sl/2

Sections 25 - 36

(18) T own s h i p  27 North, Range 13 West, Seward Meridian 

Sections 1 - 1 0

S e ct io n 11: Nl/2, SW1/4

S e c t i o n  12: Nl/2, SE1/4

Se c t i o n  13: Sl/2

Se c ti on  15: SE1/4, Wl/2

Sections 16 - 36

(19) To wn s h i p  28 North, Range 8 West, S ewa r d  Meridian 

Se c t i o n  19

Se c t i o n  20: ex cluding USS 4664

Secti on 29: excl ud ing  USS 4664

Sections 30 - 34

(20) T o w n s h i p  28 North, R ange 9 West, Se w a r d  Meridian 

Se c t i o n  25

23 Sections 35 - 36

24 (21) T o w n s h i p  28 North, R ange 12 West, S ew a r d  Me ri d i a n

25 Se ctions 6 - 7

26 Se ctions 18 - 20

27 S e c t i o n  28: W1/2W1/2

28 Sections 29 - 32

29 S e c t i o n  33: W1/2W1/2
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(22) Township 28 North, Rang* 13 Waat, Saward M e r i d i a n  

Sactiona 1 * 36: e x c lu di ng USS 5356

* Sac. 2. Notwithatanding AS 41.23.210(c), aa anac ta d in aac. 1 of thia 

Act, until tha adoption of a management p lan for the C he latna Public Uaa 

Area, tha aiinaral estate within tha Ch el a t n a  Public Use A r e a  ahall ba 

■anagad u nda r tha provisions of tha Susitna Ar e a  Pl a n  in e x i s te nce  on 

July 1, 1988.

* Sac. 3. This Act takes effect J uly 1, 1988.
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