
Introduced: 2/10/88
Referred: Community end Regional Affairs,

Resources and Finance

5-1516A

IN THE SENATE BY KE RT TUL A AND SZYMANSKI

S E NATE B I L L  NO. 407 

IN T H E  L E G I S U T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F I F T E E N T H  LEGI S U T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  Act entitled: " A n  A ct e s t a b l i s h i n g  the C h u l a t n a  P u b l i c  U s e  Area . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF  A U S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  4 1 . 2 3  is a m e nded by  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  3. C H U U T N A  P U B L I C  U S E  AREA.

Sec. 4 1 . 2 3 . 2 0 0 .  PURPOSE. T h e  p u r p o s e  of A S  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 0 0  - 41.23.-

2 3 0  is to e s t a b l i s h  the area d e s c r i b e d  in AS  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 3 0  as the C h u l a t n a  

P u b l i c  U s e  Area. T h e  C h u l a t n a  P u b l i c  U se A r e a  is e s t a b l i s h e d  to

(1) p r o t e c t  and m a i n t a i n  fish and w i l d l i f e  habit a t ,  p a r t i c­

u l a r l y  c a r i b o u  c a l v i n g  areas, t r u m p e t e r  s w a n  n e s t i n g  areas, and o t h e r  

i m p o r t a n t  h a b i t a t s  for moose, D a l i  sheep, a n d  b r o w n  b e a r  so that 

t r a d i t i o n a l  p u b l i c  u s e s  of fis h  an d  w i l d l i f e  p o p u l a t i o n s  m a y  continue;

(2) p e r p e t u a t e  and e n h a n c e  p u b l i c  e n j o y m e n t  of  fish and 

w i l d l i f e  a nd t h e i r  h a b i t a t  i n c l u d i n g  f i s hing, h u n t i n g ,  trapping, 

v i e w i n g ,  p h o t o g r a p h y ;

(3) p e r p e t u a t e  and e n h a n c e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n  in  a 

q u a l i t y  e n v i r o n m e n t ;

(4) p e r p e t u a t e  and e n h a n c e  a d d i t i o n a l  p u b l i c  uses described 

i n  the S u s i t n a  Area Plan;

(5) allow additional public uses of the area in a manner 

compatible wi t h  the purposes specified in (1) - (4) of this section.

Sec. 41.23.210. MANAGEMENT, (a) Management of the surface and 

subsurface estate of the Chulatna Fublic Use A r e a  is the responsibil­

ity of the Department of Natural Resources. A f t e r  adequate public 

hearings the commissioner may designate incompatible uses and shall
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adopt and may revise a ma nagement p l a n  for the Chulatna Public U s e  

Area. W it h  regard to the management of land w i t h i n  the central 

caribou calving area d e s c r i b e d  in AS 41.23.230(b), the c o m m i s s i o n e r  

shall obtain the c o n c u r r e n c e  of the Depar tm ent  of Fish and Gam e in the 

adoption and revision of the management plan. Wit h regard to the 

management of land w i t h i n  the public use ar e a  d e s c r i b e d  in AS  41.23.- 

230(c), the c o m m is si one r shall consult w i t h  the Department of Fis h a n d  

Game in the adopt io n and rev is io n of the m a n a g e m e n t  plan.

(b) T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  is r e s p o n s i b l e  f or the

m a n a g e m e n t  of fis h  a n d  g a m e  r e s o u r c e s  a nd p u b l i c  u s e  o f  f i s h  a n d

w i l d l i f e  in  the C h u l a t n a  P u b l i c  U s e  A r e a  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e s  

of A S  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 0 0 .

(c) T h e  C h u l a t n a  P u b l i c  U s e  A r e a  s h a l l  be  o p e n  to m i n e r a l  e n t r y  

u n d e r  AS 3 8 . 0 5 . 1 8 5  - 3 8 . 0 5 . 2 7 5 ,  an d  t he c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  a d o p t  r e g u l a­

tions to a c h i e v e  t he p u r p o s e s  s p e c i f i e d  in AS 41.23.200. E a c h  v a l i d  

e x i s t i n g  r i ght or  p e r m i t  s h a l l  r e m a i n  v a l i d  a n d  c o n t i n u e  i n  f u l l  f o r c e  

and e f f e c t  a c c o r d i n g  to  i ts terms. E x p l o r a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d

e x t r a c t i o n  of s u b s u r f a c e  r e s o u r c e s  s h a l l  b e  a l l o w e d  in a m a n n e r  t h a t  

is c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  AS 41.23.200(1) - (4).

(d) The state m a y  not acquire by eminent d o m a i n  p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  

land wit hi n or a b u t t i n g  stat e- ow ne d land d e s c r i b e d  in A S  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 3 0  but 

may acquire p r i v at el y o w n e d  land by purchase, exchange, o r  o t h e rw ise  

for inclusion in the C h u l a t n a  Public U se  Area.

(e) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  m ay  not ma n a g e  the Ch ul a t n a  Pub li c Use A r e a  

as a unit of the s tate p a r k  system.

Sec. 41.23.220. C OM P A T I B I L I T Y  OF USES, (a) Except as p r o v i d e d  

in this section, the co mm is s i o n e r  may  pro hibit or restrict i n c o m p a t i­

ble uses under the m a n a g e m e n t  plan a d opt ed  u n d e r  AS 4 1 . 2 3 . 2 1 0  w i t h i n  

the state-owned land a nd  w a t e r  de s c r i b e d  in A S  41.23.230.
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(b) N o t h i n g  in AS 4 1 . 2 3 . 2 0 0  - 4 1 . 2 3 . 2 3 0  pr ohibits the Depar tm en t

of Fish  and G a m e  from e n g a g i n g  in  re ha bi litation, e n h a n c e m e n t ,  and 

d ev el op me nt of fish  an d w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  w i t h i n  an are a d e s c r i b e d  in

AS 41.23.230.

(c) E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  n ot 

r e s t r i c t  l a w f u l  s p o r t  a n d  s u b s i s t e n c e  f i s h i n g ,  h u n t i n g ,  o r  t r a p p i n g  

r i g h t s  a l l o w e d  u n d e r  a r e g u l a t i o n  of  t h e  B o a r d  of  F i s h e r i e s  o r  the 

B o a r d  of G a m e  w i t h i n  t he C h u l a t n a  P u b l i c  U s e  Area. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  

m a y  not p e r m i t  w o l f  h u n t i n g  o r  t r a p p i n g  w i t h i n  the C h u l a t n a  P u b l i c  U s e  

A r e a  a nd t h e  B o a r d  of G a m e  m a y  n o t  a d o p t  o r  e n f o r c e  a r e g u l a t i o n  that 

p e r m i t s  w o l f  h u n t i n g  o r  t r a p p i n g  o n  s t a t e  l a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  C h u l a t n a  

P u b l i c  U s e  A r e a .

(d) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  a l l o w  t r a d i t i o n a l  a c c e s s  t o  the 

C h u l a t n a  P u b l i c  U s e  A r e a  b y  m o t o r i z e d  o r  n o n m o t o r i z e d  m e a n s  of  t r a n s­

p o r t a t i o n  to  p r i v a t e  land, i n t e r e s t s  in p r i v a t e  land, a n d  f o r  l a w f u l  

s p ort a n d  s u b s i s t e n c e  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  

p u r p o s e s  i n  a  m a n n e r  t h a t  is c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  p u r p o s e s  s p e c i f i e d  in 

AS 41 .2 3. 2 0 0 ( 1 )  - (4). T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  n o t  t r a n s f e r  l a n d  w i t h i n  

the C h u l a t n a  P u b l i c  U s e  A r e a  i n t o  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  u n d e r  A S  38.

(e) T h e  Department of P u b l i c  Safe ty  and the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Fish  

and Game sh al l have n e c e s s a r y  ac c e s s  for fish a nd  g a m e  managem en t,  

research, a n d  en fo rce me nt  p u r p os es .

(f) If the c o m m i s s i o n e r  d e t e r m i n e s  that a u s e  is inc omp at ib le  

w i t h  one or m o r e  other use s  in a p o r t i o n  o f  the C h u l a t n a  P u b l i c  Use 

Area, the c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall s t a t e  in the ma na g e m e n t  p l a n  a d o p t e d  or 

revised u n d e r  A S  41.2 3. 21 0

(1) each  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of in co mp atibility;

(2) the s p e c i f i c  a r e a  w h e r e  the i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y  is
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det er m i n e d  to exist;

(3) the time wi th in w h i c h  the incompatibility is determined 

to exist; and

(4) the reasons for e a c h  de te rm ina ti on  of incompatibility.

Sec. 41.23.230. CHULATNA PUB L I C  U S E  AREA. The vacant and u n a p­

propr i a t e d  state-owned land and w a t e r  and the state land and water 

acquired in the future that lie w i t h i n  the boundaries de s c r i b e d  in 

this s e ct io n are designated as the C hu latna Public Use  Area, are 

reserved for all uses compatible w i t h  their primary funct io n as public 

use land, and are assigned to the Department of Natural R e s our ce s for 

control and management:

(1) T o w n s h i p  23 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  10 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n  4: W 1 / 2 N W 1 / 4

Section 5: NE1/4, N1/2NW1/4

Section 6: Wl/2

Secti on 7: Wl/2, SW1/4SE1/4

Secti on 18: N1/2NW1/4, S1/2SW1/4

Secti on 19: Wl/2

(2) T ow nship 23 North, Range 11 West, Seward M e r i d i a n  

Sections 1 - 4

Sections 9 - 12

Section 13: N 1/ 2N1/2, S1/2S1/2, S1/2NW1/4, N1/2SW1/4

Sections 14 - 16

Sections 22 - 24

Section 25: Nl/2, SW1/4

Sections 26 - 27

Section 35

Section 36: N W 1 / 4

(3) Township 24 North, Range 9 West, Seward M e r i d i a n

407 -4- SB0407a



(4) T o w n s h i p  24 N o rth, Range 10 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n  4: W l/2

S e c t i o n s  5 - 9  

S e c t i o n s  17 - 20 

S e c t i o n  21: S W 1/4

Section 2

Section 3: El/2

8 S e c t i o n  28: Wl/ 2

9 S e c t i o n s  29 - 32

10 S e c t i o n  33: WJ./2W1/2

11 (5) T o w n s h i p  24 N o r t h ,  Range 11 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

12 S e c t i o n s  1 - 4

13 S e c t i o n s  9 - 1 6

14 S e c t i o n s  21 - 28

15 S e c t i o n s  33 - 36

16 (6) T o w n s h i p  25 N o rth, Range 9 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

17 S e c t i o n  3: S 1 / 2 S 1 / 2

18 S e c t i o n s  4 - 9

19 S e c t i o n s  16 - 21

20 S e c t i o n  22: W l /2, W 1 / 2 E 1 / 2

21 Sections 27 - 34

22 Section 35: Wl/2

23 (7) Township 25 North, Range 10 West, Seward M er id ia n

24 Sections 1 - 2

25 Section 3: Nl/2, N1/2S1/2

26 Section 4: NE1/4

27 Section 6

28 Section 10: NE1/4, E1/2SE1/4

29 Sections 11 - 13
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(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

S e c t i o n  14: N l / 2 , S E 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  18: W l / 2

S e c t i o n  19

S e c t i o n  20: S W 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  23: E 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  24

S e c t i o n  25: E l / 2

S e c t i o n  28: S W 1 / 4

S e c t i o n s  29 - 33

S e c t i o n  36: E l / 2

T o w n s h i p  25 N o r t h , R a n g e 11 W e st, S e w a r d M e r i d i a n

T o w n s h i p  25 N o r t h , R a n g e 12 W e st, S e w a r d M e r i d i a n

S e c t i on  1

S e c t i o n  2: N E 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  12: E l / 2

S e c t i o n  13: E l / 2

S e c t i o n  24: E l / 2

S e c t i o n  25: N E 1 / 4

T o w n s h i p  26 N o r t h , R a n g e 9 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n s  18 - 20

S e c t i o n s  29 - 32

T o w n s h i p  26 N o r t h , R a n g e 10 W e s t ,  S e w a r d M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n s  3 28

S e c t i o n  29: N l / 2 , N 1 / 2 S 1 / 2 ,  S 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4

S e c t i o n s  30 - 31

S e c t i o n  33: E l /2, N W 1 / 4 E 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4

S e c t i o n s  34 - 36

T o w n s h i p  26 N o r t h , R a n g e 11 W e s t ,  S e w a r d M e r i d i a n

T o w n s h i p  26 N o r t h , R a n g e 12 W e s t , S e w a r d M e r i d i a n
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11 S e c t i o n  18

12 S e c t i o n  22

13 S e c t i o n  23

14 S e c t i o n  24

1 Secti on s 1 - 2 9

2 S e c t i o n  30: Nl/2

3 S e c t i o n  32: N E 1 / 4

4 S e c t i o n  33: N l/2

5 Sec tions 34 - 36

6 (14) T o w n s h i p  26 North, Range 13 West, Sew a r d  M e r i d i a n

7 S ec tio ns  1 - 1 4

8 Se c t i o n  15: Nl/2. SE1/4

9 S e c t i o n  16: Nl/2, SW1/4

10 S e c t i o n  17

NE1/4 

NE1/4 

Nl/2

Nl/2, NE1/4

15 (15) T o w n s h i p  27 North. Range 10 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

16 S ec tions 5 - 9

17 S ections 15 - 23

18 S ections 26 - 33

19 (16) T o w n s h i p  27 North, Range 11 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

20 S ections 1 - 3

21 S e c t i o n  4: e x c l ud in g U S S  5832

22 Secti on s 5 - 3 1

23 S e c t i o n  32: El/2

24 Sectio ns  33 - 36

25 (17) T o w n s h i p  27 North, Range 12 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

26 Section s 1 r 3: e x c l ud in g U S S  4692

27 S ec tio ns  4 - 1 0

28 S ec tio ns  11 - 14: e x c l u d i n g  U S S  5736, U S S  4571,

29 U S S  3928, U S S  3245, and  U S S  5210
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6 S e c t i o n  11

7 S e c t i o n  12

8 S e c t i o n  13

9 S e c t i o n  15

1 Section* 15 - 26

2 Section* 27 - 28: excluding USS 5183

3 Sections 29 - 36

4 (18) Township 27 North, Range 13 West, Seward Meridian

5 Sections 1 - 1 0

Nl/2, SW1/4 

Nl/2, SE1/4 

Wl/2 

SE1/4

10 Sections 16 - 36

11 (19) Township 28 North, Range 12 West, Seward Meridian

12 Sections 1 - 7

13 Sections 8 - 1 7 :  excluding USS 4856

14 Sections 18 - 20

15 Sections 21 - 27: excluding USS 4808 and USS 5498

16 Sections 28 - 33

17 Sections 34 - 36: excluding U SS  4726

18 (20) Township 28 North, Range 13 West, Seward Meridian

19 Sections 1 - 3 6 :  excluding USS 5356

f l
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