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I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  an  Act entit le d:  "An  A ct r e l a t i n g  to the p r a c t i c e  of a c u p u n c t u r e . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S TA TE O F  ALASKA :

* S e c ti on 1. P URPOSE. T h e  h e a l t h ,  safety, an d w e l f a r e  of the p eo p l e  of 

t h e  state are  b e s t  s e r v e d  b y  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a n  o r d e r l y  s y s t e a  of 

l i c e n s u r e  for th e p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p u n c t u r e  in the state. T h e  r a p i d  d e v e l o p­

me n t  of the p r o f e s s i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  n a t i o n a l  standards 

f o r  the e d u c a t i o n  a n d  p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p u n c t u r i s t s ,  h a s  r e s u l t e d  in i ncreased 

p u b l i c  interest a n d  i n c r e a s e d  d e m a n d  for ac c e s s  to q u a l i f i e d  a c u p u n c­

turists.

*  Sec. 2. A S  08 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  06. A CU PU NCTURE.

A R T I C L E  1. L I C E N S U R E  A N D  P R A C T I C E  O F  A C U P U N C T U R I S T S .

Sec. 0 8.0 6. 01 0.  D U T I E S  O F  TH E D E P A RT ME NT . T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of 

C om me rc e a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  shall

(1) issue l i c e n s e s  to p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c t u r e ;

(2) impo se  d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n ct ion s as a u t h o r i z e d  by this

chapter;

(3) p r e p a r e  an a n n u a l  repo rt  f or  s u b m i s s i o n  to the l e g i s l a­

ture c o v e r i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  u n d e r  this chapter, i n c l u d i n g  a  s um mar y of 

all c o m p l a i n t s  received, d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n s  taken, a n d  p r o s e c u t i o n s  

broug ht u n d e r  this chapt er ; a n d

(4) a dop t r e g u l a t i o n s  u n d e r  the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Pr o c e d u r e  

Act (AS 4 4 . 6 2 )  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c a rr y out tho p u r p o s e s  of t h i s  c h a p t e r  

i n c lu di ng
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(A) standards for the pr ac t i c e  of acu pu nc tur e;

(B) sta nda rd s for c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  an d training;

(C) a code of ethics for the the p r a c t i c e  of a c u p u n c­

ture.

Sec. 08.06.020. P R A C T I C E  OF A C U P U N C T U R E  W I T H O U T  L I C E N S E  P R O H I B­

ITED. A  p e r s o n  a a y  not p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c t u r e  with ou t a  license.

Sec. 08.06.030. A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  LICENSE. A  p e r s o n  d e s i r i n g  to 

p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c t u r e  shall a p p l y  in w r i t i n g  to the departa en t.

Sec. 08.06.040. L I C E N S E  T O  P R A C T I C E  ACUPUNCTURE. (a) A  p e r s o n  

is q u a l i f i e d  to r e ce iv e a lice ns e to p ra c t i c e  a c u p u n c t u r e  if the 

p e r s o n

(1) is o f  good m o r a l  character;

(2) is at least 21 years of age;

(3) e i t h e r

(A) has co m p l e t e d

(i) a co ur se  of study, c onsistent w i t h  the c o r e

c u r r i c u l u m  and g u i d e l i n e s  of the National C o a a i s s i o n  of A c u ­

punctur e Schools a n d  Colleges, ap proved by the d ep art me nt ;

or

(ii) o t h e r  t r a i n i n g  a ppr ov ed  by  the departaent; o r

(B) is li ce n s e d  in a n o t h e r  state that ha s l i c e n s i n g

requ ir eae nt s ap pr ov ed b y  the departme nt ;

(4) is q u a l i f i e d  for c e r t i f i c a t i o n  by the N a t i o n a l  C o a a i s­

si o n  for the C e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  A c u p u n c t u r i s t s  as a d i p l o a a t e  in a c u­

pu n c t u r e  ;

(5) do e s  not h a v e  a d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o c e e d i n g  o r  u n r e s o l v e d

cosq>laint p e n di ng  at the t ine of appl ic ati on ; and

(6) has not h a d  a license to p ra cti ce  a c u p u n c t u r e  s u s p e n d e d  

o r  r e v o k e d  in this state or  in a n o t h e r  state, t erritory, or  pro vince.
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1 (b) The depar tm ent  shall issue a license to practice acupuncture

2 to e a c h  person w h o  is qualified a nd  w ho pays the appropriate faa.

3 (c) Each p a r s o n  licensed to practice acupuncture u n d a r  thia

4 ch a p t a r  shall d i s p l a y  the license in a conspicuous place w her e the

5 licensee practices.

6 Sec. 08.06.050. RENEWAL OF LICENSE. A license un de r this chap-

7 ter m a y  not be renew ed  unless the applicant

8 (1) demonstrates continued competence as an acupuncturist

9 in a m a n n e r  es ta bl ish ed  by the department in regulations; and

10 (2) submits proof that the applicant maintains certifica*

11 tion by the National Commission for the Certification of Acupunctur-

12 ists as a diplomate of acupuncture.

13 Sec. 08.06.060. DISCLOSURE. (a) A p e r s o n  who practices acu-

14 pu ncture shall di sc lo se  that the person's train in g and practice are in

15 acupuncture

16 (1) to each patient; and

17 (2) o n  all material us e d  in the p ractice of acupuncture and

18 ma d e  available to patients or to the public.

19 (b) A  p e r s o n  who practices acupuncture witho ut  b eing covered by

20 ma lp ractice insurance shall disclos e to each patient that the p er s o n

21 does not have the insurance.

22 Sec. 08.06.070. RESTRICTIONS O N  PRACTICE OF ACUPUNCTURE. A

23 p e r s o n  who practices acupuncture m a y  not

24 (1) give, prescribe, or recommend, in tha practice a

25 (A) prescription drug;

26 (B) controlled substance;

27 (C) poison;

28 (2) engage in surgery; or

U f ' 29 (3) us e the word "physician" in th e p e r s o n’s title.
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A R TI CL E 2. GENE RA L PROVISIONS.

Sec. 08.06.110. GROUNDS FOR I MPO S I T I O N  O F  DISCIPLINARY S A N C­

TIONS. A ft er  e hearing, the d epartaent may impose a d i s c i p l i n a r y  

sanction on a p e r s o n  licensed under this chapter wh e n  the d e p ar ta ent  

finds that the licensee

(1) s e c ur ed a license t h r o u g h  deceit, fraud, or  in te ntional 

sd s repre s ent at i o n ;

(2) e ng ag ed  in deceit, fraud, or intentional m i s r e p r e s e n t a­

tion in the cou rs e of pr oviding p r o f ess io na l services or e n g a g i n g  in 

professional activities;

(3) adver tis ed  professional services in a false or m i s l e a d­

ing aanner;

(A) h a s  been convicted of a felony o r  other criae that 

affects the licensee's ability to c ontinue to practice c o m p e t e n t l y  and 

safely;

(5) intentionally or n eg l i g e n t l y  enga ge d in or p e r m i t t e d  

the performance of patient care by perso ns u nder the licensee's s u p e r­

vision that does not confor a to a i n i m u a  p rof essional standards r e g a r d­

less of w he th er  actual injury to the patie nt  occurred;

(6) failed to coaply w i t h  this chapter, with a regulation, 

adopted under this  chapter, or w i t h  a n  o rder of the departaent;

(7) continued to practice a f t e r  be com in g unfit due to

(A) professional incompetence;

(B) failure to ke e p  in fo rm ed of current p r o f e s s i o n a l

practices;

(C) ad diction or s ev e r e  d e pe nd enc y on alcoh ol o r  other 

drugs that impairs the ability to p ra ctice safely;

(D) physical or s » n t a l  d isability; or

(8) engaged in lewd or iaau>ral conduct in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h
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th a d a l i v e r y  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e  to patients.

Sec. 08 .06.120. D I S C I P L I N A R Y  P O W E R S  OP DEP AR TME NT . (a) T h e  

d e p a r t s n n t  a a y  ta k e  the f o l l o w i n g  d i s c i p l i n a r y  actions, s i n g l y  or in 

combination:

(1) p e r a a n e n t l y  r e v o k e  a license;

(2) s u s p e n d  a license for a sp e c i f i e d  period;

(3) c e n s u r e  o r  r e p r i a a n d  a licensee;

(4) iap os e l i a i t a t i o n s  or  c on dit io ns  o n  the p r o f e s s i o n a l  

p r a c t i c e  of a licensee;

(5) r e qu ir e a li ce n s e e  to subait to p e e r  review;

(6) impose r e q u i r e m e n t s  for remed ial  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  

to correct d e f i c i e n c i e s  in the e du ca t i o n ,  training, a n d  s ki ll  of t he  

licensee;

(7) impose p r o b a t i o n  r e q u i r i n g  a l ic ensee to report regu- - 

larly to the d e p a r t m e n t  o n  a a t t e r s  r e l a t e d  to the g r o u n d s  for p r o b a­

tion;

(8) impose a  c ivi l fine not to e x c e e d  $5,000.

(b) The d e p a r t m e n t  n a y  w i t h d r a w  p r o b a t i o n a r y  sta tu s if t h e

d e f i c i e n c i e s  that r e q u i r e d  the s a n c t i o n  are remedied.

(c) The  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  s u a m a r i l y  s u s pe nd  a  l i c e n s e e  f roa t h a  

p r a c t i c e  of t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  b e f o r e  a final h e a r i n g  is h e l d  o r  d u r i n g  a n  

app e a l  if the d e p a r t m e n t  finds that the licensee p o s e s  a  c l e a r  a n d

iaa ed ia te d a n g e r  to th e p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a n d  safety. A  p e r s o n  is e n t i­

tl e d  to a  h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  the d e p a r t a e n t  to a p p e a l  the s n s a u r y  s u s p e n­

s i o n  w i t h i n  s e v e n  d a y s  a f t e r  th e o r d e r  of s u s p e n s i o n  ia issuad. A  

p e r s o n  n a y  a p p e a l  an  a d v e r s e  d e c i s i o n  o f  the d e p a r t a e n t  o n  an  a p p e a l  

of  a suaaary s u s p e n s i o n  to a c ourt of c o a p et ent  Ju ri s d i c t i o n .

(d) T h e  d e p a r t a e n t  a a y  r e i n s t a t e  a s u s p e n d e d  o r  r e v o k e d  l i c e n s e

if, a f t e r  a h ea ring, t he d e p a r t a e n t  finds that th a a p p l i c a n t  ia a b l e
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to p r a c t i c e  the  p r o f e s s i o n  w i t h  skill and safety.

(e) The d e p ar tm ent  m a y  accept the v o l un tar y sur re nde r of a 

license. A  license s u y  not be re tu r n e d  u nl e s s  the d ep art me nt  d e t e r­

mi n e s  that the licensee is co mpetent to resume pr act ic e and the l i­

censee pay s th e a pp r o p r i a t e  renewal fee.

(f) The d e p a r t m e n t  shall se e k  c ons is te nc y in the ap p l i c a t i o n  of 

d i s c i p l i n a r y  sanctions. The d ep ar t m e n t  shall e x p l a i n  a significant 

de p a r t u r e  fr o m  p ri or  de c i s i o n s  i n v ol vin g simil ar facts in the o rd er  

im po s i n g  the sanction.

Sec. 08.06.130. EXEMPTION. This c h ap te r does not apply to a 

p e r s o n  w h o  p r a c t i c e s  a cu p u n c t u r e  u n d e r  AS 08.36 or AS  08.64.

Sec. 08.06.140. PENALTY. A  p e r s o n  w h o  violates this c h ap ter  or  

a re gu l a t i o n  a d o pt ed  u n d e r  this c h ap te r is guilty of a class B m i s d e­

meanor.

Sec. 08.06.190. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter

(1) " a cu pun ct ur e"  means a form of h e a l i n g  d e v e l o p e d  from  

tra di ti ona l C h i n e s e  m e d i c a l  co ncepts that uses the s t i m u lat io n of 

c e rt ai n p oi n t s  on or  n e a r  the surfa ce of the body by the i n s e rti on  of 

needl es to p r ev en t or  m o d i f y  the p e r c e p t i o n  of pa i n  or to n o r m al ise

p h y s i o l o g i c a l  functions;

(2) " d e p ar tme nt " m e a n s  t he  Department of C om merce a n d

Eco n o m i c  De ve lopment;

(3) " p r a ct ice  of a c u p u n c t u r e "  m e a n s  the in s e r t i o n  of a c u­

punc t u r e  n e e d l e s  and  the a p p l i c a t i o n  of m o x i b u s t i o n  to sp ecific a reas 

of  the h u m a n  body b a s e d  u po n  ac u p u n c t u r e  diagnosis; the p r a c t i c e  o f

ac up un ctu re  includes a dj un c t i v e  t h e ra pi es  invol vi ng  S Mc han ic al , t h e r­

mal, electrical, and  e l e c t r o a u g n e t i c  treat sM nt  and the  r a c o m s M n d a t i o n  

of d i eta ry  gu ide l i n e s  a n d  t he r a p e u t i c  exerciae.

* Sec. 3. AS 08.01.010 is a a e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n ew  p a r a g r a p h  to read:
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(28) regulation of acupuncture under AS 08.06.

* Sec. 4. AS 08.01.050(a)(4) it amended to read:

(4) notify applicants of acceptance or rejec ti on  as d e­

termined  by the b oard or as determined by the department u nde r A S  08.- 

06 for acupuncturists, under AS 08.11 for audiologists, u ndar AS 08.40 

for electrical administrators, under AS 08.45 for naturopaths, or 

u n d e r  AS 08.55 for h e a r i n g  aid dealers;

*  Sec. 5. AS 08.01.050(a)(9) is amended to read:

(9) issue licenses or temporary licenses as a uth or is ed  by 

the board or as authorized by the department under A S  08.06 for a c u­

puncturists, under AS  08.11 for audiologists, u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 4 0  for 

electrical administrators, under AS 08.45 for naturopaths, o r  under 

AS 08.55 for hearing aid dealers;

* Sec. 6. AS 08.02.010(a) is amended to read:

(a) A n  acupuncturist licensed u nd er  AS 08.06, an audiologist 

licensed under AS 08.11, a person licensed in the state as a c hi ro­

practor  under AS 08.20, a dentist u n d e r  AS 08.36, a medical p r a c t i­

tioner or osteopath u n d e r  AS 08.64, a registered nurse under A S  08.68, 

an optometrist under AS 08.72, a r eg ist er ed  pharmacist under A S  08.80, 

a registered physical therapist o r  occupational tharapist u nd er 

AS  08.84, or a psychologist under AS 08.86, shall us e as p ro fe ssional 

identification appropriate letters or a title after that p er son 's  name 

w h i c h  represents that person's specific field of practice. The  let­

ters or title shall appear on all signs, stationeryx  o r  o th ar  a d v e r­

tising in which the pe rs o n  offers or displays personal prof es sio na l 

services to the public. In addition, a pers on  engaged in the practice 

of medicine or osteopathy as defined in AS  08.64.380, or a p ar s o n  

engag ed in any manner in the h e ali ng  arts who diagnoses, treats, 

tests, or counsels o t he r persons in relation to human h e a l t h  or
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disease and uiaa tha lattara "M.D ." o r  tha titla "doctor" or "phy-

aician" or a n o t h a r  titla that tan da  to show that tha p a r a o n  ia w i l l i n g

or q ua l i f i a d  to diagnoaa, treat, teat, or counaal a n o t h a r  paraon, 

ahall clarify the lettera or title by adding tha ap p r o p r i a t a  special- 

iat deaignation, if any, auch aa "dermatologist", "radiologist", 

"audiologiat", "naturopath", or  the like.

* Sec. 7. AS 08.36 is amended by a d d i n g  a n ew  a e ct io n to raad:

Sac. 08.36.115. Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  FOR A C U P U N C T U R E  APPLICANTS. A n  

applicant for a license to p e r f o r m  acupuncture in the r e g u l a r  pr ac t i c e  

of d e n t is try  ahall satisfy the r e q ui re me nts  of AS 0 8 . 36 .1 00  and those 

requirements of ex perience or e d u c a t i o n  in the p ra ctice o f  ac upu nc tu re  

as m a y  be a d op te d by the board.

* Sec. 8. AS 0 8. 64 .170(a) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) A  p e r s o n  may not p r a c t i c e  medicine, podiatry, o r  os te o p a t h y

[, OR  ACUPUNCTURE] in the state un l e s s  the p e r s o n  is li cen se d u n d a r  

this chaptar, except that

(1) a p h y s ic ia n a s s i st an t may examine, d i a g n o s e x  or treat 

pers ons  under the supervision, control, and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of e i t h e r  a

ph y s i c i a n  licen sed  un de r this c h a p t a r  or a p h y s i c i a n  axasq>tad fr o m
\

licensing u n d a r  AS  08.64.370;

(2) a p h y s i c i a n - t r a i n e d  mob ile  intensive care para me di c m a y  

ren de r e me rgency lifesaving service; and

(3) [A PERSON L I C E N S E D  U N D E R  AS 0 8. 36  HAY P E R F O R M  A C U P U N C­

TUR E  IN THE R E G U L A R  PRACTICE O F  DENTISTRY, S U B JE CT TO T H E  R E G U L A T I O N S  

OF  T H E  B O AR D OF  D E N T A L  EXAMINERS; A N D

(4)] a per son  w ho  is licensed or a u t h o r i s e d  u n d a r  a n o t h a r  

chapter of this titla ma y e n g a g e  in  a p r a c t i c e  that ia a u t h o r i z e d  

u n d e r  that chaptar.

* Sec. 9. AS 0 8 . 64 .18 0 is a m e n d e d  to read:
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Sec. 08.64.180. A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  LI CE N S E .  A  p e r s o n  who  d e s i r e s  

to p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  o r  [,] o s t e o p a t h y  [OR AC UP UN C T U R E ]  in the s ta te 

s h a l l  a p p l y  in w r i t i n g  to the d e p a r t m e n t  for  a license.

*  Sec. 10. A S  0 9 . 5 5 . 5 6 0 ( 1 )  is a m e nde d to read:

(1) " h e a l t h  care p r o v i d e r "  m e a n s  an acupu nct ur is t lic en s e d  

u n d e r  AS 08.06; a n  a u d i o l o g i s t  licensed u n d e r  A S  08.11; a c h i r o p r a c t o r  

l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  08.20; a d en t a l  h y g i e n i s t  li ce ns ed  u n d e r  AS 08.32; a 

d e n t i s t  li censed u n d e r  AS 08.36; a n u r s e  li censed u n d e r  AS 08.68; a 

d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n  licen se d u n de r AS  08.71; a n a t u r o p a t h  l i c e n s e d  

u n d e r  A S  08.45; an  o p t o m e t r i s t  li ce ns ed u n d e r  AS 08.72; a p h a r m a c i s t  

l ic e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.80; a phy si ca l t h e r a p i s t  or oc cu pa t i o n a l  t h e r a­

pist lic ensed u n d e r  AS 08.84; a p h y s i c i a n  li censed u n d e r  A S  08.64; a 

po di at ri st;  a p s y c h o l o g i s t  an d a p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s oc ia te l i c e n s e d  

u n d e r  A S  08.86; a nd a h o s p i t a l  as d e f i n e d  in AS  18.20.130, i n c l u d i n g  a 

g o v e r n m e n t a l l y  o w n e d  or o p e r a t e d  h o s p it al;  a c o r po ra te  entity c o v e r e d  

u n d e r  A S  2 1 . 8 8 . 0 5 0 ( b ) (11); and  an e m p l o y e e  of a h e a l t h  care p r o v i d e r  

a c t i n g  w i t h i n  the co ur se a n d  scope of e mp lo yment;

* Sec. 11. AS  18 .2 3.070(3) is amended to read:

(3) " h e a l t h  care p r o v id er"  m e a n s  an a c u p u n c tu ri st l i c e n s e d  

u n d e r  A S  08.06; a c h i r o p r a c t o r  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  08.20; a d e n t a l  

h y g i e n i s t  l ic en se d u n d e r  A S  08.32; a d e n t i s t  li cen se d u n d e r  A S  08.36; 

a n u r s e  l ic ensed u n d e r  A S  08.68; a d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n  licensed u n d e r  

A S  08.71; a n  op t o m e t r i s t  li censed u n d e r  A S  08.72; a p h a r m a c i s t  l i­

cens e d  u n d e r  A S  08.80; a p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t  

l ic e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  08.84; a p h y s i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  08.64; a p o d i a­

trist; a p s y c h o l o g i s t  and a  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e  li censed u n d e r  

AS  08.86; and a h o s p i t a l  as d e f i n e d  i n  A S  18.20.130, i n c l u d i n g  a 

g o v e r n m e n t a l l y  o w n e d  or o p e r a t e d  h o s p i t a l ;  a corp or at e en t i t y  c o v e r e d  

u n d e r  AS  2 1. 88. 0 5 0 ( b ) ( 1 ) ;  a n d  an e m p l o y e e  of a h e a l t h  care p r o v i d e r
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a c t i n g  w i t h i n  t ha course and scope of employment;

*  Sec. 12. A8  21 .36 .090(d) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(d) A  p e r s o n  may not p r a c t i c e  or pe r m i t  unfair d i s c ri mi nat io n 

a g ai ns t a p e r s o n  wh o provides a service c o v ere d under a group d i s a b i l­

ity poli c y  that extends coverage o n  an expe ns e incurred basis, or 

u n d e r  a g r o u p  aerv ic e or inde mn ity  type contract issued by a n on profit 

corporation, if the service is w i t h i n  the scope of the p rovider's 

oc cu p a t i o n a l  license. In this subsection, "provider" means a state 

l ic ensed p h y s i c i a n ,  dentist, osteopath, optometrist, a c u p u n c t u r i s t , 

chiropractor, n u r s e  midwife, na tur opath, ph ys ic al  therapist, or o c c u­

pat i o n a l  therapist.

*  Sec. 13. AS 2 1. 88.900(9) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(9) "hea lt h care pr o v i d e r "  m e an s an acupuncturist licen se d 

u n d e r  AS 08.06; a n  audiologist li censed u n d e r  AS 08.11; a chir op ra ct or 

li censed u n d e r  A S  08.20; a d en t a l  h y g i eni st  licensed u n d e r  AS 08.32; a 

d e nt is t l i c e n s e d  under AS 08.36; a nurse licensed u n d e r  AS 08.68; a 

d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n  licensed u n d e r  AS  08.71; an optometrist licensed 

u n d e r  AS 08.72; a pharmacist lic en se d u n d e r  AS 08.80; a p hy si ca l 

t herapist o r  o cc up ational therapist l ic ensed u n der  AS 08.84; a p h y s i­

ci a n  licens ed u n d e r  AS 08.64; a pod ia trist; a psychologist and a 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  associate licensed u n d e r  AS  08.86; a hospital as d e f i n e d  

in AS  18.20.130, including a g o v e r n m e n t a l l y  owned or operated h o s p i­

tal; a cor p o r a t e  entity cover ed  u n d e r  AS  21.88.050(b)(ll); an em pl oy ee  

of a h e a l t h  c are provider a ct i n g  w i t h i n  the course and  scope of e m­

ployment ;

* Sec. 14. A S  2 1.88.900 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a ne w p a r a gr ap h to read:

(18) "acupuncturist" mea ns  a p e r a o n  licensed under A S  08.06.

* Sec. 15. A S  47.17.070(9) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(9) "practitioner of the heal in g arts" includes
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acupuncturists, chiropractors, dantal hygianista, dentists, health 

aides, nurses, nurse practitioners, occupational therapists, occ upa­

tional therapy assistants, optometrists, osteopaths, naturopaths, 

p h y s i c a l  therapists, physical therapy assistants, physicians, p h y s i­

cian's assistants, psychiatrists, psychologists, psychological ass oc i­

ates, audiologists licensed under AS 08.11, hearing aid dealers li­

cen s e d  under AS 08.55, religious heal ing  practitioners, and surgeons;
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