
Introduced: 2 /S/88
Referred: Resourcea end Ju diciary

5-1803A

BY FANNING, FAIRS, COGHILL, 
FAHRENKAMP, KELLY, FISCHER

IN THE SENATE AND KERTTULA

SENATE B I L L  NO. 397 

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE O F  A L A S K A  

FI F T E E N T H  L E G I SLA TU RE  - SEC OND  SESS IO N 

A  BIL L

For a n  Act entitled: "An A ct  relating to the o b s t r u c t i o n  or hindrance of

lawful hunting, fishing, or trappin g. "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Sect ion  1. AS 16.05 is amended by adding n e w  sections to read:

Sec. 16.05.926. O B S T R UC TI ON OR H I N D R A N C E  OF L A W F U L  HUNTING, 

FISHING, OR TRAPPING. (a) A  pe r s o n  may not p e r f o r m  an act wit h the 

intent to obstruct or  hinde r hunting, fishing, or tr ap p i n g  engaged in 

lawfully by another person.

(b) For purposes of (a) of this section, "lawfully" m e a n s

(1) in c omp li an ce  w i t h  this title, regulat io ns  adopt ed  

u n d e r  this title, a n d  applicable federal st at ute s and regulations; and

(2) w i t h  the  p er mi s s i o n  of the p r i v a t e  landowner if the 

hunting, fishing, o r  t ra pping occurs on p r i v a t e  land.

(c) A  peace o f f i c e r  w ho has probable c a us e to be l i e v e  that a 

p e r s o n  has vi olated this s e ct io n may or de r the pe r s o n  to desist. The 

offic er may cite o r  arrest the p er s o n  u p o n  refus al to desist.

(d) In a p r o s e c u t i o n  u n d e r  this section, it is an affirmative 

defense that the p e r s o n  reasonably b eli ev ed  that the person was law­

fully entitled to o bs tr u c t  or hi n d e r  the huntin g,  fi s h i n g  or trapping.

(e) A  person w h o  vi olates this s e c ti on  is guilty of a misdemean­

or punishable by a fin e of not more than $500 or  imprisonsMnt for not 

more  tha n 30 days, o r  both.

Sec. 16.05.927. C IVIL REMEDIES, (a) A  p e r s o n  aggrieved by 

conduct or t h r e a t e n e d  conduct in v i o l a t i o n  of A S  16.05.926 may
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p et i t i o n  i superior court to enjoin tho roapondent froa n | i | i n |  in

tho conduct.

(b) A  person aggrieved by a violation of Al 11.05.921 is e n­

titled to recover general daaages and special daaages, including 

license and perait fees, travel costs, guide fees, costs for special 

equipment and supplies, and other related expenses.

(c) A court may award punitive daaages in addition te the d a a­

ages set out in (b) of this section.
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