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Introduced: 1/28/88
Referred: F i nance

5-1687A

BY BINKLEY, KERT TU LA , ZHAROFF, 
JOSEPHSON, STURGULEWSKI, 
HENSLEY, RODEY, FAIKS, JONES,

IN THE SE N A T E  K E L L Y  A N D  DU NC A N

SENATE B I L L  NO. 379( efd  add)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S TATE OF A L A S K A

F I F TE EN TH  LE G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESSION

A B IL L

For an Act entitled: "An Act p r o vi di ng  for the establishment of the I n s t i­

tute for Cir cu mp ola r H e a l t h  Studies w i t h i n  the U n i­

versity of Alaska; and p roviding for a n  effective 

date."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S ec ti on  1. FINDINGS. Th e legislature finds that

(1) the severe h e a l t h  problems of depression, alcoholism, and 

suicide are endemic to Alaska;

(2) mi ll io ns of doll ars  and countless expenditures of energy and 

time have b e e n  spent a t t e m p t i n g  to solve or at least a deq u a t e l y  address 

these pro bl em s in the state, but that m a j o r  successes h a v e  not been 

achieved and that a n e w  a p p r o a c h  to these problems is needed;

(3) o t he r c i r c ump ol ar  areas and nations, i n c l ud ing  Canada, 

Siberia, Greenland, and Scandinavia, also suffer from these problems, but 

that A l a s k a  has failed to ex ch ang e re se a r c h  and i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  these 

countries;

(4) the e st abl is hm en t of an I ns titute for Circus^>olar He a l t h  

Studies w i t h i n  the U n i v e r s i t y  of Al a s k a  w o u l d  be a m a j o r  n e w  step toward 

address in g and finding so lutions to the h e a l t h  problems of Alaskans and 

inhabitants of o t h e r  ci r c u m p o l a r  regions;

(5) e sta bl is hm ent  of the ins ti tu te is a concept strongly s u p­

ported by  the Inter na ti ona l U n i o n  for Ci r c u m p o l a r  H e a l t h  and the A m e r i c a n  

Public H e a l t h  As so c i a t i o n ' s  national A r c t i c  heal th  science policy;

(6) A l a s k a  is a n  e specially approp ri at e l oc a t i o n  for su c h  an
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institute becaus e the state represents the only presence of the United 

States in the circumpolar region; and

(7) establishment of the institute will result in direct health 

benefits for e ve ry  Alaskan, economic advantages and increased pr estige for 

the state and the university, and improved opportunities for training and 

academic study in the state.

* Sec. 2. A S  14.40 is amended by adding a ne w section to read:

Sec. 14.40.088. EST ABLISHMENT OF INSTITUTE FOR CIRCUMPOLAR 

HEALTH STUDIES, (a) The Unive rs ity  of Alaska shall e stablish an 

Institute for Circumpolar H ea l t h  Studies in an appropriate unit of the 

university at its An chorage campus. The institute shall consist of a 

research and instruction br a n c h  and an administration and information 

branch.

(b) The institute shall

(1) encourage international cooperation, espec ia lly  among 

circumpolar nations, wi t h  regard to research, studies, information, 

and instruction r el ating to circumpolar health issues;

(2) serve as a center for the collection and exchange of

information and medic al and health sciences data relating to circum­

polar h e a l t h  issues;

(3) provide a m e c h a n i s m  for communication and cooperation 

between the university and the commissioner of h e a l t h  and social 

services in addressing the needs of A la skans for hea lt h care services, 

opportunities for e d u ca ti on in medical and health sciences, and other 

mutual concerns of the university and the department; and

(4) conduct resea rch  and provide i n s t ru ct io n and othar

services consistent wi t h  the m i ssi on  an d goals of the Univer si ty  of

Alaska.

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately u nder A S  01.10.070(c). 
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