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BY BINKLEY, KERTTULA, ZHAROFF, 
JOSEPHSON, STURGULEWSKI, 
HENSLEY, RODEY, FAIKS, JONES,

1 IN T H E  SENATE K E L L Y  A N D  DUNCAN

2 SENATE B I L L  NO. 379

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE O F  TH E STATE O F  ALASKA

4 FI FTEENTH L E G I S L AT UR E - SECOND SESSION

3 A  B IL L

6 For en  Act entitled: "An Act prov id ing  for the establishment o f  th e Insti*

7 tute for C i r c u m p o l a r  H e a l t h  Studies w i t h i n  the Uni*

8 versity of Al as k a . "

9 BE IT ENACTED BY TH E LEGISLATURE OF TH E STATE OF ALASKA:

0 * Section 1. FINDINGS. The legislature finds that

1 (1) the severe health p ro bl em s of depression, alc oh olism, an d

2 suicide are endemic to Alaska;

3 (2) mi ll io ns  of dollars and countless expenditures of en erg y and

4 time have been spent attempting to solve or at least a d e q u a t e l y  address

5 these problems in the state, but that m a j o r  successes h a v e  not b e e n

6 achieved and that a n e w  approach to these p ro b l e m s  is needed;

7 (3) other circumpolar areas and nations, i n c l u d i n g  Canada,

8 Siberia, Greenland, and Scandinavia, also suff er from these prob lem s,  but

9 that Alaska has failed to exchange re se ar ch  a n d  inf or ma tio n w i t h  these

0 countries;

1 (4) the establishment o f  an I n s t it ute  for C i r c u m p o l a r  H e a l t h

22 Studies within the University of A l a s k a  w o u l d  be a major n e w  s te p  to w a r d

23 addressing and finding solutions to the h e a l t h  problems of A l a s k a n s  a n d

24 inhabitants of other circumpolar regions;

25 (5) establishment of the institute is a concept s t r o n g l y  sup-

28 port ed  by the International U n i o n  for C i r c u m p o l a r  He a l t h  and th e A m e r i c a n

27 Public Health Association's nat ional Ar ct ic  h e a l t h  science p o l ic y;

28 (8) A l a s k a  is an e s p ec ia ll y a pp r o p r i a t e  location f o r  s u c h  an

29 institute because the state r epresents the o n l y  pr esence o f  the U n i t e d
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1 States in ths c i r c u m p o l a r  region; and

2 (7) e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of the in s t i t u t e  w i l l  result in direct h e a l t h

3 b e n e f i t s  for e v e r y  Alaskan, e co nomic a d v a n t a g e s  and i n c r e a s e d  p r e s t i g e  for

4 the state an d th e univ er si ty , and im pro ve d o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for t r a i n i n g  and

5 a c a d e m i c  study in the state.

6 * Sec. 2. A S  14.40 is a m en de d by ad di n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

7 Sec. 14.40.088. E S T A B L I S H M E N T  O F  I N S T I T U T E  F O R  C I R C U M P O L A R

8 H E A L T H  STUDIES, (a) Th e U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a  shall e s t a b l i s h  an

9 Inst it ut e for C i r c u m p o l a r  H e a l t h  Studi es  in an a p p r o p r i a t e  u nit of  the

10 u n i v e r s i t y  at its A n c h o r a g e  campus. T h e  in s t i t u t e  s hall consist of a

11 re se a r c h  and in s t r u c t i o n  br an ch  and an a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a nd  i n f o r m a t i o n

12 branch.

13 (b) Th e institute shall

14 (1) e n c ou ra ge  interna ti on al  c o ope ra ti on , e s p e c i a l l y  among

15 c i r c u m p o l a r  nations, w i t h  regard to rese ar ch,  studies, information,

16 and i n s t r u c t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to c i r c u m p o l a r  h e a l t h  issues;

17 (2) serve as a center for t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  and e x c h a n g e  of

18 i n f o r m a t i o n  and m e d i c a l  and h e a l t h  s c i e n c e s  d a t a  r e l a t i n g  to circum-

19 p o la r h e a l t h  issues;

20 (3) p r o vi de a m e c h a n i s m  for c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  c o o p e r a t i o n

21 b e t w e e n  the u n i v e r s i t y  and the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h e a l t h  and social

22 se rvices in a d d r e s s i n g  the needs of A l a s k a n s  for h e a l t h  care services,

23 o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for e d u c a t i o n  in m e d i c a l  a n d  h e a l t h  sciences, a n d  other

24 mu tu al  co nc e r n s  of the u niv e r s i t y  an d th a d e p a r tm ent ; a n d

25 (4) conduct r es e a r c h  an d p r o v i d e  i n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  other

26 s er vices cons ist en t w i t h  the m i s s i o n  a n d  g o a l s  of the U n i v e r s i t y  of

27 Alaska.
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