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B Y  TH E H E A L T H ,  E D U C A T I O N  A N D
IN T H E  SENATE S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  COttllTTEE

CS F O R  SEN A T E  B I L L  NO. 325 (HESS)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T AT E O F  A L A S K A  

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  an Act e ntitled: "An  Act r e l a t i n g  to respite care in foster h o n e s . "

BE  IT ENACTE D B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

* Secti on  1. AS  4 7.1 0. 2 3 0 ( d )  is a m e nde d to read:

(d) In a d d i t i o n  to funds p a i d  for the m a i n t e n a n c e  of fo s t e r  

ch il d r e n  u n d e r  (b) of this section, the d e p a r t m e n t  n a y  [SHALL] p a y  the 

costs of ca ri n g  for p h y s i c a l l y  or m e n t a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  fo ste r c h i l­

dren, i n c l u d i n g  the a d d i t i o n a l  costs of m e d i c a l  care, h a b i l i t a t i v e  an d

re ha bi l i t a t i v e  treatment, se rvi ce s and equipm en t, special c lo thing, 

and the indirect costs of m e d i c a l  care, i n c l u d i n g  c h i l d  care, t r a n s­

po r t a t i o n  expenses, and re s p i t e  care. In  this s u b s e c t i o n  " r e s p i t e  

care” m e a n s  c h i l d  care for the purpos e of p r o v i d i n g  tem po rar y r el i e f  

from the  stresses of cari nR  f o r  foster c h i l d r e n  w h o  are M e n t a l l y  or 

phy si c a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  or w h o a r e  d e t e r m i n e d by the d ep ar tme nt  to hav e 

special needs d e f i n e d  as a c h i l d  who  is d e v e l o p m e n t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  as 

defin ed in A S  44 . 4 7 . 3 1 0  or m e n t a l l y  retarded, e m o t i o n a l l y  d is tu r b e d ,  

heari ng impaired, o r t h o p e d i c a l l y  impaired, s p e e c h  impaired, or 

vi s u a l l y  im pa i r e d  an d [NOT T O  EX C E E D  12 H O U R S  IN A N Y  3 0 -DAY PERIO D;  IT 

AL S O  M E A N S  C H I L D  CAR E F O R  A  P E R I O D  NO T T O  E X C E E D  S E V E N  DAY S I N  A  YEAR] 

for t h e  p u r p o s e  of p r o v i d i n g  [EMERGENCY] p r o t e c t i o n  for the c h i l d  w h e n  

the f o s t e r  pa r e n t  is away frost the home b e c a u s e  o f  a n  e m e r g e n c y  a n d  no 

other care  is av a i l a b l e  for th e child or  w h e n  the fos te r p a r e n t  is o n  

v a c a t i o n  a n d  the child, b e c a u s e  of age o r  i nfirmity, cannot b e  p l a c e d  

in any o t h a r  t ype of t e m p o r a r y  care facility.
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