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A Finance

1 IN T H E  SENATE BT  ZHAROFF

2 SENATE BILL NO. 301

3 IN T H E  LEGISLATURE O F  THE STATE OF  A L A S K A

4 F I F TEENTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SE S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 For a n  Act entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to the Older Alas k a n s  Commi s s i o n  and

7 to services, programs, a n d  grants provided,

8 administered, c ontracted for, or  a w a r d e d  by  the Older

9 Alaskans Commission."

10 B E  IT  ENACTED BY  T H E  LEGISLATURE OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

11 * Section 1. FINDINGS, INTENT, A N D  POLICY, (a) The legislature finds

12 that despite the concerted efforts of the legislature and the O lder

13 Alaskans C o m m i s s i o n  to establish a con t i n u u m  of c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  services

14 for older Alask a n s  in accordance w i t h  42 U.S.C. 3001 - 3058d (the O lder

15 Americans Act of 1965), as amended, and despite the c o m m i s s i o n ' s  signifi-

16 cant achievements in expanding services to u n s e r v e d  com m u n i t i e s  in the

17 state and in e s t a b l i s h i n g  adult day care, respite care, case management,

18 services for vi c t i m s  of Alzheimer's disease, and o t h e r  n e c e s s a r y  services

19 for frail o l d e r  Alaskans, the state has not yet a c h i e v e d  the degree of

20 aarvica development and  c o o rdination essential to p r event u n n e cessary or

21 pramatura instituti o n a l i z a t i o n  of o l d e r  Alaskans.

22 (b) The legislature also finds that federal law a u t h o r i s i n g  federal

23 financial p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the p r o g r a m s  that pr o v i d e  c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  long-

24 term care limits the extent to which funding sources and administrative

25 functions can be integrated. It is, however, within the state's authority

26 and in the best interest of the citizens of the state to establish a coor-

27 dlnating and administrative entity to facilitate close cooperation between

28 prograsw and afficient uaa of rasourcas without infringing upon atate

29 agency requirements, where they may apply.
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1 (c) T h *  legislature finds that the desire of families to remain

2 intact and to assist their older members in meeting activities of daily

3 living, tha wishes of older Alaskans to remain in their own homes and

4 communities for as long as possible, and the lower cost of community-based 

3 services, aa compared to institutional care, warrant the establishment and

6 strengthening of cosssunity-based services and a n e w  direction for the

7 state's long-term care policy.

8 (d) T h e  legislature finds that the long-term care delivery system

9 most likely to reduce premature institutionalization, meet essential client

10 needs, and b e  most cost-effective is a sys t e m  that includes

11 (1) the integration of programs and supportive funding sources;

12 (2) effective professional intervention at all stages in the

13 care continuum; and

14 (3) expenditure controls t h r o u g h  the prior authorization of

13 services o r  the targeting of services to persons at risk of institutional-

16 isation.

17 (e) T h *  intent of the legislature in creating the Older Alaskans Com-

18 mission was to ensure that older Alaskans' later years are years of good

19 health, honor, and dignity. The legislature further intended to ensure

20 that the planning, development, and administration of the state's programs

21 and services for older Alaskans would be undertaken with the full par-

22 ticipation, knowledge, advice, and comments of the persons to be served.

23 Th* legislature, therefore, designated the Older Alaskans Commission as the

24 entity responsible for planning, policy, program development, administra- 

23 tion, and coordination of th* state's cosssunity-based long-term car* ser-

26 vices to o l d e r  Alaskans. The legislature finds that th* c o m m i s s i o n’s

27 attempts to fully implement this intent hav e  been only partially successful

28 due to limitations imposed by legislation, bureaucracy, and the fragmenta-

29 tion of sarvlcas to older Alaskans a m o n g  numerous state and federal
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agencies. Th* legislature finds that the O lder Alaskans Cosssission has 

p r o v e n  itself to be able and competent to a dminister complex federal p r o­

grams. The legislature reaffirms its commitment to this original intent.

(f) It is the intent of the legislature to foster independence and 

self-reliance among older Alaskans, to h e l p  older Alaskans m a i n t a i n  i n d i­

vid u a l  dignity, and to allow older A l a s k a n s  who require long-term care 

services to resuiin an integral part of family and community life to the 

fullest extent possible. To achieve this goal the legislature declares its 

intent that the O l d e r  Alaskans C o m m i s s i o n  be the agency through w h i c h  the 

state develops and administers a c o n t i n u u m  of community-based long-term 

care services for older Alaskans and be responsible for the development of 

policy, implementation, and integration of a comprehensive set of noninsti- 

tutional long-term care services for o l d e r  Alaskans. The legislature 

further declares its intent that the cosmiission coordinate w i t h  state 

agencies and providers of i n s t i t u t i o n a l - b a s e d  long-term care services to 

develop a care continuum that meets the individual needs of older A l a s k a n s  

at all levels of functioning.

(g) It is the intent of the legislature that the O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  

C ommission coordinate the effective a n d  efficient p r o vision of cosssunity 

services to older Alaskans and that

(1) the services be readily available to the greatest n u m b e r  

over the widest possible g e ographic area;

(2) infonsation on these services be available in a a c h  locality, 

u s i n g  existing information and referral services w h e n e v e r  possible;

(3) m u l tipurpose senior centers be desig n a t e d  as focal poi n t s  

for th* delivery of services to older Alask a n s  i n  each comsninity w h e r e  

practicable;

(4) older Alaskans ratain th* right of free choice in planning 

and managing their lives by increasing the range of supportive services
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availabla;

(5) tha aarvicaa anabla o l d a r  A l a s k a n s  to h e l p  themselves to the 

extent of t h e i r  a b i lities and s t r e n g t h e n  the n a t u r a l  support s y s t e m  of 

family, friends, e n d  n e i g h b o r s  to f o s t e r  s e l f - c a r e  and independent living;

(6) p u b l i c  and private d e v e l o p m e n t  of h o u s i n g  d e s i g n e d  and 

located to m e e t  the special needs of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  b e  e ncouraged and 

assisted;

(7) the c o m m i s s i o n  ensure that if i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s a t i o n  is n e c e s­

sary, tha i n s t i t u t i o n  should be of the h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  a n d  be a place where 

an  o l d e r  A l a s k a n  m a y  live in dignity.

(h) It is the intent of the l e g i s l a t u r e  to b e g i n  the incremental 

d e v e l o p m e n t  of  .a lo n g - t e r m  care d e l i v e r y  s y s t e m  that provides the social 

and h e a l t h  s u p p o r t  n e c e s s a r y  to enable frail o r  f u n c t i o n a l l y  impaired older 

A l a s k a n s  to r e m a i n  in t h e i r  own homes.

(i) It is the p o l i c y  of the s tate to p r o v i d e  quality services 

throughout a c o n t i n u u m  of care that c o n s i d e r s  the w i s h e s  of the individual 

and family a n d  g ives first priority to e n a b l i n g  those individuals to remain 

in t h e i r  o w n  r e s i d e n c e s  for as long as th e y  m a y  be  s a f e l y  and c o m f o rtably 

maintained. E n t r y  into n u r s i n g  homes a n d  c h r o n i c  care facilities sho u l d  be

an o p t i o n  f o r  car e  only w h e n  individual o r  fami l y  n e e d s  cannot be m e t  at

home.

* Sec. 2. A S  44.21. 2 3 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  shall

(1) f o r mulate a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s t a t e w i d e  p l a n  that i d e n t i­

fies the c o n c e r n s  a n d  needs o f  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  and, w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  to 

the p l a n  adopted, p r e p a r e  and sub m i t  to the g o v e r n o r  and l e g i slature 

a n  a n n u a l  anal y s i s  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  of  the serv i c e s  that ara p r o v i d e d  to 

o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

(2) a  aka r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  d i r e c t l y  to tha g o v e r n o r  and

SB 301 -4- S B 0301a

r



leg i s l a t u r e  w i t h  respect to legislation, regulations, and a p p ropria­

tions f o r  prograsis or services that be n e f i t  older Alaskans;

(3) encourage and aid the dev e l o p m e n t  of municipal c o m­

mi s s i o n s  se r v i n g  older Alas k a n s  and c o m m u n i t y - o r i e n t e d  programs and 

serv i c e s  for the benefit of older Alaskans;

(4) employ an executive d i r e c t o r  who serves at the pleasure 

of the commission;

(5) help older Alaskans lead dignified, independent, and 

useful lives;

(6) request and receive r e p o r t s  and audits from state 

agen c i e s  a n d  local institutions c o n cerned w i t h  the conditions and 

needs o f  o lder Alaskans;

(7) administer, w i t h  the a p p r o v a l  of the commissioner of

a d ministration, federal programs as p r o v i d e d  under 42 U.S.C. 3001 - 

3 038d [42 U.S.C. 3001 - 3045i] (Older A m e ricans A c t  of 1 9 6 5 ). as

a m e n d e d ; [AND]

(8) administer, w i t h  the a p p r o v a l  of the commissioner of

a d ministration, state programs as p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  A S  47.65.010 - 47.-

65.060J.

(9) administer a training p r o n r a m  for older Alaskans as

p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  29 U.S.C. 1534 with funds provided under 29 U.S.C. 

1602(b)(2); and

(10) provide or contract for the p r o v i s i o n  of home h e a l t h  

aide services and homemaker services to o l d e r  Alaskans and dependent 

m i n o r s .

* Sec. 3. AS  44.21 is a sunded by adding n e w  sections to read:

Sec. 44.21.231. O L D E R  ALASKANS H O U S I N G  DEVELOPMENT, (a) T h e r e  

is c r e a t e d  in  the commission an older Alas k a n s  ho u s i n g  development 

fund. Subject to direct appropriation o r  t h rough proceeds of a b o n d



issue th* commission shall mak* grants to municipalities o r  public or 

privata nonprofit corporations designated as tax exesipt u nder 26 

U.S.C. 501(c)(3) and (4) (Internal Revenue Code of 1954) for the p u r­

pose of develpping older Alaskan housing. A grant froa the proceeds 

of a bond issue may be made only to a municipality.

(b) An  application for a grant under (a) of this section must be 

in the fora prescribed by the commission. The a p p l ication must d e m o n­

strate th* need for older Alaskan housing in the area to be served, 

the feasibility of the proposed project, and an adequate management 

plan that demonstrates the ability of the eligible recipient to s u s­

tain the proposed project.

(c) All projects under this section must be in accordance with 

facility procurement policies developed under AS 35.10.160 - 35.10.200 

and ara public facilities under those sections.

(d) The coaaission shall adopt regulations u n d e r  the A d a i n i s t r a­

tive Procedure Act (AS 44.62) to carry out the purposes of this s e c­

tion.

(*) In this section "older Al a s k a n  housing"

(1) means a specific work or improvement u n d e r t a k e n  p r i m a r­

ily to provide dwelling accommodations for persons 60 years of age or 

older, including conventional housing, housing for th* frail elderly, 

group hoaes, congregate housing, and other h o using that a aats special 

needs of th* elderly;

(2) includes ths acquisition, construction, or rehabilita­

tion of land, buildings, iaproveaents, and other nonhousing facilities 

that are incidental or appurtenant to tha housing.

Sec. 44.21.232. REIMBURSEMENT FOR REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS. 

The coaaission ahall reiaburs* a borough or city, as appropriate, for 

tha real property tax ravanu* lost to it by th* operation of
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AS 29.45.030(a). However, reimbursement ahall ba aada to a aunicipal­

ity for ravanua loat to it only to tha extent that tha loaa exceeds an 

exesption that was grantad by tha aninicipality, or that on propar 

application by an individual would hava baan grantad undar AS 29.45.- 

050(a). If appropriationa arc not aufficient to fully fund reimburse- 

aants undar thia section, tha amount availabla ahall ba diatributad 

pro rata aaong eligible municipalitiea.

Sac. 44.21.233. PROPERTY TAX EQUIVALENCY PAYMENTS, (a) A  resi­

dent of tha atate who rants a peraanent placa of abode is eligible for

a tax equivalency payaent from the state through the commission if the

resident is:

(1) at leaat 65 years old;

(2) a disabled veteran; or

(3) at leaat 60 years old and the widow or widower of a

person who waa eligible for payment under (1) or (2) of thia subsec­

tion.

(b) For purposes of determining the aaount of a payaent to an 

eligible person, the commission shall calculate at tha rata of ona 

percent per mill a property tax equivalent percentage for each aunic­

ipality that levies a property tax. Tha property tax equivalent 

percentage applied to the annual rant charged to tha applicant equals 

the property tax equivalency payment payable under this section.

(c) To obtain a tax equivalancy payment tha eligible resident 

must apply to the commission for payaant for tha preceding yaar by 

January 15 of aach yaar on forms and in tha manner prescribed by tha 

commission. The commission for good cause shown msy waive an

applicant's failure to make timely application for a tax equivalency 

payment and accept tha application as if timely filed. Each applicant 

shall submit with tha application rental receipts or, if rental

680301a -7- SB 301
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receipt* art not available, other evidence satisfactory to the cosesis- 

sion for determination of the fact of payment of rent and the amount 

paid. A  disabled veteran shall submit with the application evidence 

of the disability rating.

(d) If two or more persons occupy a residence as tenants, not 

all of whoa are eligible for a tax equivalency payment under this 

section, the state assessor shall determine equitable partial payments 

to be made to the eligible tenants. However, a tax equivalency 

payaent to an eligible applicant may not be reduced because the spouse 

is less than 65 years of age or is not a disabled veteran. If all 

occupants in a residence are eligible for a tax equivalency payment 

under this section, the occupants shall decide between and among 

themselves which shall receive payaent.

(e) If appropriations are not sufficient to fully fund tax 

equivalency payments under this section, the amount available shall be 

distributed pro rata among eligible residents.

* Sec. 4. AS 44.21.240 is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 44.21.240. DEFINITIONS. In AS 44.21.200 - 44.21.240

(1) "coaaission" a e a n s  the O l d e r  Alaskans Coaaission;

(2) "disabled veteran" means a disabled person separated

froa the ailitary service of the United States under a condition that 

is not dishonorable who is a resident of the state, whose disability 

was incurred or aggravated in the line of duty in the ailitary service 

of tha United States, and wh o s e  disability has been rated as 50 p e r­

cent or sure by the branch of service in which that person served or 

by'the Veterans' Adainistration;

(3) "hoae health aide services" aeans assistance provided

to * client by a registered nurse, a licensed practical nurse, or a 

trained hoae health aide, under the direction of a aedical
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1 professional; sarvlcas a a y  include assistance w i t h  bathing, Jidainis-

2 t a r i n g  medication, dressing, mai n t a i n i n g  personal appearance, feeding,

3 and t h e  use of toilet facilities;

4 (4) "hoeseaker sarvices" includes assistance w i t h  house

3 cl e a n i n g ,  laundry, errands, sieal preparation, and other tasks essen-

4 tial t o  Maintain a household;

7 (5) "real p r o perty" includes n o b i l e  hones, whether

8 c l a s s i f i e d  as real or personal proparty for sm n i c i p a l  tax purposes.

9 * Sec. 5. AS 29.45.030(h) is aaended to read:

10 (h) Nothing [EXCEPT AS  PROVIDED IN (g) O F  THIS SECTION, NOTHING]

11 in  (e) - (J) of this s e ction affects similar exemptions froa property

12 t axes granted by a aunic i p a l i t y  on September 10, 1972, or prevents a

13 m u n i c i p a l i t y  fr o a  g r a n t i n g  siailar exemptions by ordinance as provided

14 in  A S  29.45.050.

15 * Sec. 6. AS 47.65.020 is aa e n d e d  to read:

16 Sec. 47.65.020. GRANTS F O R  COtMJNITY S E RVICE PROGRAMS. Not less

17 t h a n  90 [60] percent of the aaount appropriated by  the legislature to

18 the account e s t a b lished in A S  47.65.010 shall be allocated annually by

19 the coaaission as coaamnity p r o g r a a  grants to . sponsors of older

20 A l a s k a n s  service prograaw. Payments shall b e  a a d e  o n  tha basis of

21 applications s u b mitte d to the coaaission b y  sponsors of coaaninity

22 p r o g r a m s .

23 * Sec. 7. AS 47.65.020 is a m ended by  adding n e w  subsections to raad:

24 (b) Of the aswunt a l l ocated by  the coaai s s i o n  under (a) of this

25 section, not less tha n  50 percent shall be a w a r d e d  for the following

26 services:

27 (1) adult day care;

28 (2) respite care;

29 (3) case M a n a g e m e n t ;
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(4) homemaker/chore;

(5) hom e  health;

(6) personal care;

(7) preplacament screening;

(8) assessment;

(9) in-home services;

(10) supportive services for families of v i ctims of 

Alzheimer's disease and other related disorders; a n d

(11) other services authorised by the commission.

(c) A n  older Alaskan service p rograa sponsor shall determine 

eligibility for services u n d e r  (b) of this section u n d e r  policies 

adopted by the coaaission.

(d) In order to qualify for services froa a n  older A l a s k a n  

service prograa sponsor u n d e r  (b) of this section, each client or 

recipient must be

(1) 60 years of age or older;

(2) assessed to be  at risk of entering or  requiring i nsti­

tutional services; or

(3) diagnosed as having Alsheiaer's d i s e a s e  or a related

disorder.

(e) Clients eligible for services under (b) o f  this section 

shall receive authorised services in the following order:

(1) clients already receiving authorised service, as long

as their condition indicates services are needed;

(2) clients w h o  need to b e  placed i— adiatoly i n  an  i nsti­

tution;

(3) clients w h o  are (0 years of  age or  o l d e r  and w h o  w i l l

probably be p l a c e d  in an institution o r  whose c o n d i t i o n  ia likely to 

deteriorate to the point o f  requiring institutionalisation if n e e d e d
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a u thorised aervices are not provided.

(f) Services u n d e r  this s e ction n a y  be  p r o v i d e d  only if 

authorised by  the comaission. The commission shall adopt standards 

for eac h  service before authorization, and n a y  adopt the standards as 

regulations u n d e r  the A d a inistrative Procedure Act (AS 44.62).

(g) The c o m m i s s i o n  is a u t h o r i z e d  to a pply for and receive 

grants, contracts, awards, bequests, and donations froa public and 

p r i v a t e  sources for the provision of services a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  this 

chapter.

* Sec. 8. AS  4 7 . 65.040 is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 47.65.040. CONTRIBUTIONS B Y  SPONSORS A N D  CLIENTS. (a) A  

sponsor receiving a grant under this chapter shall contribute to the 

total cost of the p r o g r a a  or project. The sponsor's m a t c h i n g  c o n t r i­

b u t i o n  may be  in cash o r  in-kind services, except that contributions 

a a d e  by or on  behalf of the recipients of services suty not be u s e d  to 

aeet the sponsor's required a a t c h i n g  contribution. T h e  aaount of the 

sponsor's required m a t c h i n g  contr i b u t i o n  shall be 10 percent of the 

total cost of the p r o g r a a  or project.

(b) A  grant or  contract a w a r d e d  by the c o s m i s s i o n  u n d e r  this 

chapter a a y  not exceed the es t i s w t e d  total p r o g r a a  o r  project cost as 

deter m i n e d  by  the coaaission, less the aatc h i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n  by the 

sponsor.

(c) Funds for services a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  this c h apter a a y  be  

spent only if support froa other sources for the p r o v i s i o n  of services 

is not available. Grants awarded u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  n a y  not r e place 

o t h e r  state o r  federal funding sources that a a y  b e  u s e d  to p a y  for 

n e e d e d  services.

(d) F unds for services a u t h o r i s e d  in this c h a p t a r  a a y  not s u p­

plant funds fro a  local, state, o r  federal s ources tha t  h a v e  p r e v i o u s l y
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1 s u p p o r t e d  a uthorised s e r vices, u n l e s s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a u t h o r i s e d  by the

2 cosssission u n d e r  s t a n d a r d s  a d o p t e d  b y  the coaaission.

3 (e) B a c h  p r o g r a a  o r  p r o j e c t  s p o n s o r  s h a l l  agree, as a c o n d i t i o n

4 of  a  grant o r  contract award, that it wil l

5 (1) not s u p p l a n t  e x i s t i n g  local f unding support of comauni-

6 ty services for o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  w i t h  funds r e c e i v e d  u n d e r  AS 4 7 . 6 5 . 0 2 0

7 o r  4 2  U.S.C. 3001 - 3 0 5 8 d  (Older A a e r i c e n s  A c t  of 1965), as aswnded;

8 and

9 (2) in any y e a r  in  w h i c h  it r e c e i v e s  a grant or contract

10 f r o m  the commission, c o n t i n u e  local f u n d i n g  support of consuinity

11 s e r v i c e s  for o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  at a l evel that is at least equal to the

12 local fundirg support in  the p r e v i o u s  year.

13 (f) Clients, o r  p e r s o n s  a c t i n g  o n  b e h a l f  of clients, who re c e i v e

14 s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  shall be  a s k e d  to make v o l u n t a r y  contribu-

15 t i o n s  toward the s e r v i c e s  received. S e r v i c e s  aay not be d e n i e d  s o l e l y

16 o n  t h e  basis of the i n a b i l i t y  o r  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  of a client to contrib-

17 u t e  tow a r d  the cost of t h e  service.

18 (g) The c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  e s t a b l i s h  faas o n  a f i x e d  or  s l i d i n g

19 s c a l e  basis that takes int o  a c c o u n t  the cos t  of services p r o v i d e d  and

20 the incoae of the client.

21 (h) Client feeg o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  s h a l l  be  spent b y  the p r o g r a a

22 o r  p r o j a c t  sp o n s o r  d u r i n g  the g r a n t  p e r i o d  i n  w h i c h  the y  a r e  e a r n e d

23 a n d  m a y  be u s e d  on l y  f o r  the p u r p o s e  o f  e x p a n d i n g  the services that

24 e a r n e d  the fees or  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .

25 * Sec. 9. AS  4 7 . 6 5 . 0 5 0  is a a e n d e d  to read:

26 Sec. 47.65.050. A D N I M 1 S T E A T I V E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S . Payme n t s  r e c e i v e d

27 b y  a  s p o n s o r  u n d e r  th i s  c h a p t a r  n a y  b a  u s e d  only to a e e t  c o s t s  of

28 s o y v i c e a  that [WHICH] t h a  c o a a i s s i o n  h a s  d e t e r a i n a d  d i r e c t l y  b a n a f i t

29 o l d a r  Alaskans. A  p a y m e n t  a a y  n o t  b e  a g d a  b y  tha c o a a i s s i o n  u n d a r
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this section unless the c o m i s s i o n  determines thet

(1) the sponsor m e e t s  accepted standards of fiscal a c c o u n t­

ability for public funds;

(2) the sponsor can demonstrate, whe n  requested, the actual 

cost of services that [WHICH] it is providing for the benefit of o l d e r  

Alaskans; and

(3) the sponsor agrees to make available, upon request, all 

fiscal information and p r o g r a m  and client data relating to services 

[SERVICE] for which payments are provided under this chapter.

Sec. 10. AS 47.65.050 is a m ended by adding n e w  subsections to read:

(b) The c o m i s s i o n  shall establish standards of ethics a p p l i c a­

ble to the employees and volun t e e r s  of program or  project sponsors.

(c) For the protection of applicants for and recipients of 

services, the c o m i s s i o n  m a y  not disclose or u s e  the contents of 

client records or information for purposes o ther than those dire c t l y  

r e l a t e d  to the adainistration of services. The c o m i s s i o n  shall 

e s t a b l i s h  procedures to ensure that client-specific inforaation or 

records maintained by the c o m i s s i o n  or by project or prograa sponsors 

are not disclosed unless the client or a legal representative of the 

client consents in writing to the disclosure, or  the disclosure is 

requ i r e d  by court order.

(d) Unless otherwise prohibited by federal or state law, the 

sh a r i n g  of client infonsation among p r ograa o r  project sponsors or 

o t h e r  health and social services providers for purposes of case m a n­

agement, consultation, coordination, professional assassment, or 

s i milar purposes is not a b r e a c h  of confidentiality if all p a rties 

h a v i n g  access to the i n f o raation are bound by confidentiality r e q u i r e­

me n t s  and have executed formal interagency confidentiality agreements.

(e) The c o m i s s i o n  shall adopt and enforce regulations governing



the custody, uso, and preservation of records, papers, files, and

communications b y  p r ogram or project sponsors and any agency, d e p a r t­

ment, or person to w h i c h  the records m y  be furnished. Use shall be 

limited to the purposes for w h i c h  the records are furnished and by  the 

provisions of the law under w h i c h  they are furnished.

(f) The commission m y  adopt regulations necessary to implement 

this section. T h e  regulations m y  include standards applicable to 

program or project sponsors for personnel, administration, a n d  f inan­

cial management.

* Sec. 11. AS 47.65 is aaended by adding n e w  sections to read:

Sac. 47.65.070. OLDER ALASKAMS FACILITIES A M D  CAPITAL PROJECTS,

(a) The older Alaskans facilities and capital projects fund is c r e­

ated in the commission, consisting of a w n e y  appropriated to it by  the 

legislature. The commission m y  award grants fr o m  the fund to q u a l i­

fied nonprofit entities for

(1) plan n i n g  and constructing multipurpose senior centers, 

adult day care centera, senior housing projects, and other specialised 

facilities; and

(2) acquiring buses, vans, a n d  other capital items that 

aach cost more than $5,000.

(b) The commission m y  contract, o n  behalf of  the state, wi t h  

the federal government or a housing authority, o r  both, t o  provide 

financial assistance for housing projects or o t h e r  facilities for 

older Alaskans o r  families in  the form o f  grants, loans, or  bonds by 

an authority, o r  a combination of those f o r m  o f  aid, in an  amount not 

to exceed the development and preliminary plan n i n g  costs of the p r o j­

ects.

(c) The commission m y  apply for a n d  receive grants from, or 

contract with, public and private entities f o r  the acquisition,

301 -14- SBOSOla



construction, ronovstion, or  plann i n g  of senior facilities and capital 

e q u i p a e n t .

(d) Tha c o a a i s s i o n  a a y  adopt regulations to carry out tha p r o v i­

sions of this saction.

Sac. 47.63.080. O L D E R  ALAS K A N S  OM B U D S M A N  PROGRAM. Tha o l d a r  

Alaskans oa b u d s a a n  p r o g r a a  is e s t a b lishad in tha coaaission. The

c oaaission shall adopt regulations to

(1) ensure that tha p r o g r a a  is a long-tara care o a b u d s a a n

p r o g r a a  that a a e t s  tha raquiraaants of 42 U.S.C. 3027(a)(12)(A);

(2) as t a b l i s h  procedures for access by  tha os & u d s a a n  to

long-tara care facilities and patient records consistent w i t h  42

U.S.C. 3027(a)(12)(B); and

(3) es t a b l i s h  procedures for the discl o s u r e  of o a b u d S M n

files consistent w i t h  42 U.S.C. 3027(a)(12)(D).

* Sec. 12. AS 29.45.030(g), 29.45.040; A S  44.47.610, and 4 4 . 47.620 are 

repealed.
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