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IK THE SENATE BY JOSEPHSOM AND ABOOD

SENATE BILL NO. 264

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the practice of chiropractic; and

providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. FINDINGS. The legislature finds that chiropractic is a 

separate and distinct branch of the healing arts and that doctors of chiro­

practic are skilled and highly trained primary health care providers d e­

serving of the saae degree of responsibility, authority, and respect as 

other health care professionals.

* Sec. 2. AS 08.20.055 is aaended to read:

Sec. 08.20.055. BOARD REGULATIONS. The board shall adopt sub­

stantive regulations necessary to effect the provisions of this chap­

ter J_includlngj«£ulations_j»8tjy>lishingLjj^andards_jEor

practic core methodology.

* Sec. 3. AS 08.20.100 is aaended to read:

Sac. 08.20.100. PRACTICE OF CHIROPRACTIC WITHOUT LICENSE PROHIB­

ITED. A  person may not practice chiropractic or use chiropractic core 

methodoloav in the state without a license.

* Sec. 4. AS 08.20.100 is asMnded by adding a new subsection to read:

(b) A  person licensed under this chapter aay

(1) analyse, diagnose, or treat the chiropractic condition

of a patient by chiropractic core methodology or by ancillary SMthod-

(1) continuing education: and

(2) the application, performance, and evaluation of chiro-

olegy;
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(2) accept referrals for chiropractic treatment;

(3) consult on chiropractic natters;

(4) refer patients to other health care professionals;

(5) sign

(A) health certificates;

(B) reports of examinations of school children;

(C) reports for excuses froa eaployaent and froa 

attendance at school or gyanastics; and

(D) authorizations for sick leave;

(6) p e r f o r m  p r e e m p l o y m e n t  and w o r k p l a c e  health e x a a i n a

tions;

(7) provide disability and physical isq>airment ratings; and

(8) provide retirement authorizations and recommendations.

* Sec. 5. AS 08.20.120(a) is repealed and reenacted to read:

(a) An applicant ahall be issued a license to practice chiro­

practic if the applicant

(1) has a high school education or its equivalent;

(2) has successfully completed at least two academic years 

of study in a college of liberal arts or sciences or has engaged in 

the active practice of chiropractic for three of the four years p r e­

ceding the filing of the application;

(3) is a graduate of a school or college of chiropractic 

that rsquires the completion of a minimum of 4,000 hours of formal 

education and training in order to graduate, including

(A) 150 hours of chiropractic philosophy or p rinci­

ples;

(B) 1200 hours of basic sciences, including anatomy,

chemistry, physiology, and pathology;

(C) 1400 hours of preclinical technique, including
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diagnosis, chiropractic technique, and x-ray; and

(D) 700 hours of clinical training;

(4) completes 120 hours of formal training in physiological 

therap e u t i c s ;

(5) passes an examination given by the board; and

(6) passes, to the satisfaction of the board, the parts of

the examination of the National Board of Chiropractic Examiners r e­

quired by the board.

* Sec. 6. AS 08.20.120(a) is repealed and reenacted to read:

(a) An applicant shall be issued a license to practice chiro­

practic if the applicant

(1) has a h i g h  school education or its equivalent;

(2) has successfully completed at least two academic years

of study in a college of liberal arts or sciences or has engaged in

the active practice of chiropractic for three of the four years p r e­

ceding the filing of the application;

(3) is a graduate of a  school or college of chiropractic

that

(A) is accredited by o r  a candidate for accredita­

tion by the Council on Chiropractic Education or a successor 

accrediting agency recognised by tho board; or

(B) if an accrediting agency under (A) of this 

paragraph does not exist, requires the completion of a  minimum of

4,000 hours of formal education and training in order to gradu­

ate, including

(i) 150 hours of chiropractic philosophy o r

principles;

(ii) 1200 hours of basic sciences, including 

anatomy, chemistry, physiology, a nd pathology;
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(iii) 1400 hours of praclinicsl tschniqus, includ­

ing diagnosis, chiropractic tachniqua, and x-ray; and 

(iv) 700 hours of clinical training;

(4) coaplatas 120 hours of fornal training in physiological

tharapauties;

(5) passas an axaalnation givan by tha board; and

(6) passas to tha satisfaction of tha board those parts of

tha axaalnation of tha National Board of Chiropractic Bxaainars re­

quired by tha board.

Sec. 7. AS 08.20 is aaended by adding a new saction to read:

Sac. 08.20.155. PROFESSIONAL DESIGNATION, (a) Notwithstanding 

tha provisions of AS 08.02.010 relating to specialist designations, a 

person licensed under this chapter aay not designate a specialty 

unless the person has cospleted a postgraduate specialty prograa at an 

accredited school approved by the board and the person has passed a 

certification exaa for the specialty approved by the board. All 

specialty designations must include the tern "chiropractic."

(b) A  person licensed under this chapter eay use appropriate 

designations for fellowships and honorary degrees received.

Sac. 8. AS 08.20.170(a) is asiended to read:

(a) The board M y ,  after e hearing, inpose a disciplinary sanc­

tion on a person licensed under this chapter when the board finds that 

the licensee

(1) secured a license through deceit, fraud, or intentional 

silsrepresentation;

(2) engaged in deceit, fraud, or intentional siisrepresenta- 

tion in the course of providing professional services or engaging in 

professional activities;

(3) advertised professional services in a false or»



Misleading nannar;

(4) haa been convictad of a felony or othar crina which 

affacta tha licanaaa'a ability to continua to practlco conpatently and 

safely;

(5) intentionally or negligently engaged in o r  p e m l t t e d  

tha performance of patient care by persona undar tha licanaaa'a super­

vision which doaa not c o n f o m  to ninlMua professional standards estab­

lished by ragulation regardless of whether actual injury to the p a­

tient occurred;

(6) failed to comply with thia chapter, with a ragulation 

adopted undar this chapter, or with an ordar of tha board;

(7) continued to practice after becoming unfit due to

(A) professional incompetence;

(B) addiction or severe dependency on alcohol or a 

drug which impairs the licensee's ability to practice safely;

(C) physical or mental disability;

(8) engaged in lewd or immoral conduct in connection wit h  

the delivery of professional service to patients; or

(9) failed to satisfy continuina education requirasmnts 

adopted by tha board.

* Sac. 9. AS 08.20 is aaandad by adding a new section to read:

Sac. 08.20.230. PBACTICE OP CH1K0PKACTIC. The practice of 

chiropractic

(1) addresses all ramifications of health and disease but 

with a special emphasis on blomechanlcal analysis, Interpretation and 

treatment of the structural and functional integrity of skeletal Joint 

structures, and the physiological efficiency of the nervoua system as 

these matters relate to subluxation complex; and

(2) Involves the diagnosis, snalysis, or formulation of a
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chiropractic diagnostic iapression regarding tha chiropractic condi­

tions of ths patient to determine the appropriate a a t h o d  of chiro­

practic traataent.

* Sec. 10. AS 08.20 is aaended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. OS.20.900. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter

(1) "ancillary aethodology" naans those auithods, p r o c e­

dures, aodalities, devices, and aeasures coaaonly used by trained and 

licensed health care providers and includes

(A) physiological therapeutics; and

(B) counseling on dietary reginen, sanitary aeasures, 

physical and aental attitudes affecting health, personal hygiene, 

occupational safety, lifestyle habits, posture, rest, and w o r k  

habits that enhance the effects of chiropractic adjustaent;

(2) "chiropractic" is the clinical science of huaan h e alth 

and disease that focuses o n  the detection, correction, end prevention 

of the subluxation coaplax and the eaployaent of physiological thera­

peutic procedures preparatory to and coapleaentary w i t h  the correction 

of the subluxation coaplex for the purpose of enhancing the body's 

inherent recuperative powers, without the use of surgery or pres c r i p­

tion drugs; the priaary therapeutic vehicle of chiropractic is ch i r o­

practic adjustaent;

(3) "chiropractic adJustaMnt” aeans the application of a 

precisely controlled force applied by hand or by aachanical device to 

a specific focal point of tho anatoay for the express purpose of

|| creating a desired angular aoveaent in skeletal Joint structures in

2j| order to eliadnete or decreese interference with neural transaission

27 and correct or etteppt to correct subluxation coaplex; "chiropractic

21 adjustaent" utilises, as appropriate, short lever force, high velocity

29 force, short aaplltude force, or specific line-of-correction force to

c

C
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achieve tha daairad angular a o v i M n t , aa wall aa low forca neuro- 

■uacular, nauro-vaacular, nauro-cranial, or neuro-lymphatic reflax 

technique procedures;

(4) "chiropractic core methodology" maana tha treatment and 

prevention of aubluxation complex by chiropractic adjustment aa indi­

cated by a  chiropractic diagnosis and includes the determination of 

contra-indications to chiropractic adjustment, the normal regimen and 

rehabilitation of the patient, and patient education procedures; 

chiropractic core methodology does not incorporate the use of p re­

scription drugs, surgery, n eedle acupuncture, obstetrics, or x-rays 

used for therapeutic purposes;

(5) "chiropractic diagnosis" means a diagnosis made by a 

person licensed under this chapter based on a chiropractic examina­

tion;

(6) "chiropractic examination" means an examination of a 

patient conducted by or under the supervision of a person licensed 

under this chapter for the express purpose of ascertaining whether 

symptoms of subluxation complex exist and consisting of an analysis of 

the patient's health history, current health status, results of diag­

nostic procedures including x-ray and other diagnostic imaging d e­

vices, and postural, thermal, physical, neuro-physical, and spinal 

examinations that focuses o n  the discovery of

(A) the existence and atiology of disrelationships of 

skeletal Joint structures; and

(B) lntarference with normal nerve transmission and 

expression;

(7) "manipulation" means an application of a resistive 

movement by applying s nonspecific force without the use of a thrust, 

thet is directed inte a r egion and not into a focal point of the



anatoay for tho ganeral purpose of restoring aoveaant snd reducing 

fixations;

(8) "physiological therapeutics" naans tha therapeutic 

application of forces and substances that induce a physiologic re­

sponse and use or allow tha natural processes of the body to return to 

a nora noraal state of health; physiological therapeutics encoapasses 

the diagnosis and treatnent of disorders of the body, utilising

(A) stipulation;

(B) the natural healing forces associated with air, 

cold, heat, electricity, exercise, light, nassage, water, nutri­

tion, sound, rest, and posture;

(C) thermotherapy, cryotherapy, high frequency cur­

rents, low frequency currents, interferential currents, hydro­

therapy, exercise therapy, rehabilitative therapy, neridian 

therapy, vibratory therapy, traction and stretching, bracing and 

supports, trigger point therapy, and other fonss of therapy;

(9) "subluxation coaplex" neans a bioaechanical or other 

disrelstion or a skeletal structural disrelationship, nisalignaent, or 

dysfunction in a part of the body resulting in aberrant nerve trans- 

nission and expression.

* Sec. 11. AS 08.84.160 is aaended to read:

Sec. 08.84.160. PKACTICE OF LICENSED PHYSICAL THERAPIST. This 

chapter does not authorise |  [ANY] person to practice aedicine, oste­

opathy, chiropractic as defined in AS 08.20.900 [AS 08.20.220], or 

Other aethod of healing, but only to practice physical therapy aa 

defined in AS 08.84.190(3).

* Sec* 12. AS 09.5S.336 is aaended by adding a new subsection to read:

(i) Notwithstanding (a) of this saction, in an action for daa- 

ages due to personal injury or death attrlbutad to tha application of
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1 chiropractic cor* methodology by a parson licensed undar AS 08.20,

2 whan tha partias hava not agreed to arbitration of tha claia undar

3 AS 09.55.535, tha court shall appoint a  thraa-parson expert advisory

4 panel comprised of parsons licansad undar AS 08.20. Tha court shall

5 aske tha appointsMnt within 20 days aftar filing of tha answer to a

6 suasions and complaint. This subsection does not apply if tha court

7 decides that an expert advisory opinion is not necessary for a deci-

8 sion in tha case.

9 * Sec. 13. AS 08.20.220 is repaslad.

10 * Sac. 14. Section 6 of this Act takas effect four years aftar tha ef-

11 fective data of sac. 5 of this Act.
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