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Introduced: 4/1/87 5-0946A
Referred: Health, Education & Social Services

& Labor & Commerce

BY T H E  HEALTH, EDU C A T I ON  AND
IN THE SENATE S O C I A L  SERVICES COM M IT T E E

SENATE B ILL NO. 226 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A BIL L

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the p r a ctice of optometry."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 08.72 is amended by adding a n e w  section to read:

Sec. 08.72.175. LICENSE ENDORSEMENT. The board may issue a

license endorsement authorizing a licensee w h o  completes an e x a m i n a­

tion and other requirements established by the board by r e g u l a ti o n  to 

administer drugs, except as p r ohibited u n d e r  AS 08.72.272. The

endorsement expires at the same time as the license to w h i c h  it

attaches. The endorsement may be renewed u p o n  satisfactory completion 

of continuing education requirements establ i s h e d  by the b o a r d  by

regulation.

*  Sec. 2. AS 08.72.240 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.72.240. GROUNDS FOR I MPOSITION OF DISC I P L I N A R Y S A N C­

TIONS. The board may impose disciplinary sanctions w hen the board 

finds after a hearing that a licensee

(1) secured a license through deceit, fraud, or intentional 

misrepresentation;

(2) engaged in deceit, fraud, or intentional m i s r e p r e s e n t a­

tion in the course of providing p r o f e ssional services or e n ga g i n g  in 

professional activities;

(3) advertised professional services in a false or m i s l e a d­

ing manner;

(4) has been convicted of a felony or other c rime w hich 

affects the licensee's ability to continue to practice c om p e tently and
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s a f e l y ;

(5) i n t e n t i o n a l l y or n e g l i g e n t l y  e n g a g e d  in o r  p e r m i t t e d  

the p e r f o r m a n c e  of pati e nt  care b y  p e rs o n s  u n d e r  the l i c e n se e ' s  s u p e r­

vis i o n  w h i c h  does not conf o r m  to m i n i m u m  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  r e ­

gardless of w h e t h e r  actual injury to the p a t i e n t  o ccurred;

(6) failed to comply w i t h  this chapter, w i t h  a r e g u l a t i o n  

adop t e d  u n d e r  this chapter, or w i t h  an order of the board;

(7) c o n t i n u e d  to p r a c t i c e  after b e c o m i n g  u n f i t  d u e  to

(A) pro f e ss i o n a l  i n c o mpetence;

(B) failure to k e e p  informed of or u s e  curr e nt  p r o f e s­

sional theories o r  practices;

(C) add i c t i o n  o r  s e v e r e  d e p e n d e n c y  o n  a l c o h o l  o r  o t h e r  

drugs w h i c h  impairs the l i c e n s e e ' s  a b i l i t y  to p r a c t i c e  safely;

(D) physical or m e n t a l  di sa b i l i t y ;

(8) e n g a g e d  in lewd o r  immoral cond u ct  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  

the d e l i v e r y  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e  to p a t ients;

(9) failed to refer a pati e n t  to a p h y s i c i a n  [THE A P P R O P R I­

AT E  H E A L T H  C ARE PRACTITIONER] a f t e r  a s c e r t a i n i n g  the [POSSIBLE] p r e s­

ence of o c u l a r  or sy s t e m ic  c o n d i t i o n s  r e q u i r i n g  m a n a g e m e n t  by a physi- 

cia n [DISEASE].

* Sec. 3. A S  08.72 is amen d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to a r t i c l e  3 to 

read:

Sec. 0 8 . 72 . 2 7 2 .  U S E  OF D RU G S .  A  l i c e n s e e  m a y  not u s e  a d r u g  in 

the p r a c t i c e  of o p t o m e t r y  unless

(1) the d r u g  is

(A) a n o n p r e s c r i p t i o n  drug;

(B) a drug, u s e d  for e x a m i n a t i o n  p u r p o s e s  only, w i t h i n  

the c a t e g o r i e s  of

(i) t o p i c a l l y  a p p l ie d  o c u l a r  a n e s t h e t i c s ,  but not (
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1 i n c l u d i n g  cocaine;

2 (ii) c y c l o p l e g i c s  or m y d r i a t i c s ,  but not i nc l u d i n g

3 atropine, hom a tr o p i n e ,  scopolamine, epinephrine, an d  10

4 perce n t  p h e n y l e p h r i n e ;  or

5 (C) a drug, w i t h i n  the category of miotics used, after

6 c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  an o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t ,  for the treatment of an

7 i n a d v er t e n t l y  indu c e d  a n gl e  closure; and

8 (2) the p e r s o n  h olds a license e n d o r s e m e n t  issued by the

9 b o a r d  a u t h o r i z i n g  the use of drugs.

10 *  Sec. 4. AS 0 8 . 7 2 . 3 0 0  is r e p e a l e d  and re en a c t e d  to read:

11 Sec. 08.72.300. DEF IN I T I O N S .  In this c h a p t e r

12 (1) "board" m eans the B o a r d  of E x a m i n e r s  in O p tometry;

13 (2) " d e p a r t m en t "  m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  and

14 E c o n o m i c  Development;

15 (3) " o p t o m e t ry "  m e a n s  the examination, diagn o s is ,  and

16 t r eatment of condi t i o n s  of the h u m a n  eyes and vi s ua l  system, other

17 t han by use of laser, x-rays, surgery, or d r u gs  p r o h i b i t e d  u n d e r

18 AS 08.72.272; "o p t o m e tr y "  in c ludes the e m p l o ym e n t  of m e t h o d s  that a

19 p e r s o n  licensed u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  is e d u c a t i o n a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  to use,

20 as e s t a b l i s h e d  by the board;

21 (4) " pr a c t i c i n g  o p t o m e t r y "  means the p e r f o r m a n ce  of, or

22 o f f e r  to perform, opt o m e t r y for compensation;

23 (5) " r e c o g n i z ed  sc h oo l  or college of optom e tr y "  m e a n s  a

24 school or college a p pr o v e d  by the A m e r i c a n  O p t o m e t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  or a

25 c o mmittee of the A m e r i c a n  O p t o m e t r i c  A ss o c iation.
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