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B Y  TH E  L A B O R  A N D
IN T H E  S E N A T E  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  CS F O R  SE N A T E  B I L L  NO. 223 (L&C)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S TATE OF A L A S K A  

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  Act entitled: "A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to c ivil l i a b i l i t y  of zoos a n d  zoo

o p e r a t o r s ."

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  BY T H E L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E OF ALAS K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 0 9 . 1 7  is a m e n de d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 09.17. 1 0 0 .  C I V I L  L I A B I L I T Y  OF ZOOS. (a) A  p e r s o n  m a y  not 

r e c o v e r  dama ge s  for injury to p e r s o n  or p r o p e r t y  fro m  a zoo or a zoo 

ope r a t o r,  if the d a m a g e s  o c c u r r e d  as a result of a n  inherent r i s k  of 

a t t e n d a n c e  at a zoo, not i c e  of the in h erent r i s k  was p o s t e d  as r e­

qu i r e d  u n d e r  (b) of this section, and the zoo o p e r a t o r  e x e r c i s e d  

r e a s o n a b l e  care to prev e n t  the injury.

(b) A  zoo o p e r a t o r  shall post signs at p r o m i n e n t  p l a c e s  w i t h i n  a

zoo an d  at e a c h  zoo entrance. E a c h  sign s ha l l  include a statement

w a r n i n g  that the zoo is not liable for i n j u r i e s  to p e r s o n  or p r o p e r t y  

o c c u r r i n g  as a result of d a n g e r s  or c o n d i t i o n s  inherent in at t e n d i n g  

the zoo.

(c) In this secti o n

(1) "in h e r e n t r isk of a t t e n d a n c e "  m e a n s  the d a n g e r s  or 

condi t i o n s  that are an integral part of a zoo an d  the p h y s i c a l  p r o x­

imity of w i l d  animals;

(2) "zoo" means a p lace w h e r e  w i l d  animals are kept for 

e x h i b i t i o n  to the pu b li c  that is

(A) owned by the state or a m u n i c i p a l i t y ;  o r

(B) o wned and o p e r a t e d  by a n o n p r o f i t  o r g a ni z a t i o n .
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