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1 IN THE SENATE BY UEHL IN G

2 SENATE B I L L  NO. 176

3 IN T H E  LEG ISL AT UR E OF TH E STATE OF ALASKA

A F I F T E E N T H  L E G I SLA TU RE  - FIRST SESSION

5 A  BI L L

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the office of public advocacy and

7 v o l u n t e e r  guardians ad litem."

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LE G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. AS 4 4 . 21 .4 10  is amended to read:

10 Sec. 44.21.410. POWERS A N D  DUTI ES  OF PUBLIC A D V O C A C Y  OFFICE.

11 (a) The office of public advocacy shall

12 (1) pe r f o r m  the duties of the public gu ard ia n u nde r AS 13.-

13 26.360 - 13.26.410;

14 (2) provi de visitors and experts in gu ar di a n s h i p  proceed-

15 ings u nd er  AS 13.26.131;

16 (3) provi de  guardi an  ad litem services to c hi ldr en  in child

17 p rotection actions under AS 47. 17 .0 30( e)  and to wards and  respondents

18 in guardianship pr oce edings wh o will suffer financial hardship or

19 become dependent upo n a government agency or a p r i v a t e  pe rso n or

20 agency if the services are not p r o v i d e d  at state expense under AS 13.-

21 26.112;

22 (4) provi de  legal r e p re se nt ati on  in g u a rd ia ns hip  proceed-

23 ings to respondents wh o are financi al ly unable to e m p l o y  attorneys

24 under A S  13.26.106(b), to indigent parties in cases i nv olving child

25 custody in w h i c h  the o pposing pa rt y is represented by  counsel p r o v i d e d

26 by a public agency, and to indigent pare nt s or gu ardians of a m i n o r

27 respondent in a commitment pro ce e d i n g  concerning the m i no r u n d e r

28 AS 47.30.775;

29 (5) provi de legal r ep res e n t a t i o n  and g u a r d i a n  ad litem

SB0176a -1- sb 175



services u n d e r  A S  2 5 . 2 4 . 3 1 0 ;  in  cases a r i s i n g  u n d e r  the U n i f o r m  I n t e r­

state Compact o n  J u v e n i l e s  (AS 47.15); in cases i n v o lv in g p e t i t i o n s  to 

adopt a m i n o r  u n d e r  A S  2 5. 23 .1 25 (b) ; i n  c as es  inv ol vi ng  p e t i t i o n s  to 

remove the d i s a b i l i t i e s  o f  a m i n o r  u n d e r  A S  09.55.590; in childre n' s 

proceed in gs  u n d e r  AS  4 7 . 1 0 . 0 5 0 ( a ) ;  and  i n  cases i n v o l v i n g  indigent 

perso ns who a r e  e n t i t l e d  to r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  u n d e r  AS 18.8 5. 10 0 a n d  who 

cannot be r e p r e s e n t e d  by  the public d e f e n d e r  agency b e c a u s e  of a 

conflict of i n t e r e s t s ^

(6) d e v e l o p  a n d  coordi nat e a p r o g r a m  to recruit. select, 

train, assign, and s u p e r v i s e  v o l u n t e e r  R u a r d i a n s  ad l i t e m  f r o m  local 

communities to aid in d e l i v e r i n g  s er vi ce s in cases in w h i c h  t h e  office 

of p ublic a d v o c a c y  is a p p o i n t e d  as R u a r d i a n  a d  l i t e m .

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  may

(1) adopt re g u l a t i o n s  that the c o m m i s s i o n e r  con sid er s 

n e c ess ar y to im p l e m e n t  A S  44 . 2 1 . 4 0 0  - 44.21. 44 0;

(2) report o n  the o p e r a t i o n  of  the office o f  p u b l i c  a d v o­

cacy w h e n  r e q u e s t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r  o r  le g i s l a t u r e  o r  w h e n  r e q u i r e d  by 

law;

(3) s o l ic it  and accept g ra n t s  of funds f r o m  the federal 

Rovernment, loc al g o v e r runents, and [FROM] priva te  p ersons [FOU NDA­

T I O N S ] , and a l l o c a t e  or  restrict the u s e  of those funds as r equ ir ed  by 

the grantor.

*  Sec. 2. AS 4 4 . 2 1  is a m e n d e d  by ad di n g  a  n e w  sect io n to read:

Sec. 44 .21 . 4 5 0 .  C I V I L  L I A B I L I T Y  O F  V O L U N T E E R  GUARDIANS. A  

v o l u n t e e r  g u a r d i a n  a d  l it em  u n d e r  the s u p e r v i s i o n  of  the offi ce  o f  

p u b l i c  ad vo c a c y  is n o t  civilly liable f o r  acts or o m i ssi on s d u r i n g  the 

go o d  faith p e r f o r m a n c e  of d u t i e s  as a g u a r d i a n  u n l e s s  the acts o r  

omissions c o n s t i t u t e  gross negligence.
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