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BY FISCHER

SENATE B IL L  NO. 169 

IN THE  L EG I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF AL AS KA 

F I F TEE NT H L E G I S LA TU RE - FIRST SESSION 

A  B I L L

6 Fo r an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the training of foster parents."

7 BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S TAT E OF ALASKA:

8 * S e ct ion  1. AS 47.35 is amended by ad din g a n e w  section to read:

Sec. 47.35.035. F O S T E R  PARENT TRAINING. (a) A pe rs o n  may  not

be licensed un de r this chapter to m a i n t a i n  or conduct a foster home 

unless the pe r s o n  has completed an orienta tio n for foster parents 

ap pr ov ed  by the department. An  o r i e n tat io n required u nder this sub­

section  must p r o vi de  informa tio n about foster care regulations, po l i­

cies, and procedures, p ractical instruc ti on  about the realities of 

caring for a child who is placed in a foster home, and ot he r appro­

priate information.

(b) To m a i n t a i n  a license issued under this chapter for the 

ma i n t e n a n c e  or conduct of a foster home, a licensee shall complete 

annual foster parent training a pp r o v e d  by the department. Eac h adult 

in a foster home shall complete at least 5 hours of annual training 

u n d e r  this subsection, and each fo st er care family shall complete a

total of at least 15 hours of annual training. Training under this

su bs e c t i o n  n ee d  not be c onducted in a classroom setting, but must 

include methods of instruction that meet the varying needs of foster 

p ar en ts  and the department.

(c) The requirements for tr ai n i n g  under this section may not be 

waived.

* Sec. 2. AS 47.35.040(c) is a m en de d to read:

(c) Except as p ro vided in A S  47.35.035. the [THE] department may

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20 

21 

22

23

24

25

26

27

28 

29

SB0169a ■1- SB 169

yiA'l'■'.s..i -  • .

n



waive compliance wit h  a standard set out in regulations adopted under 

AS 47.35.010 - 47.35.080 if an acceptable alternative is established 

that meets the purpose of the provision and reasonably assures the 

well-being of persons in care.
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