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Introduced: 2/4/87 5-0355A
Referred: State Affairs, Ju d i c i a r y

and Finance

BY FAIRS, UEHLING
IN THE SENATE » A N D  SZYMANSKI

S E N A T E  BILL NO. 102 

IN THE L E G I SL ATU RE  OF T H E  STATE OF AL AS K A  

FIFTEENTH L E G I S LA TU RE  - FIRST SESSION 

A  BI L L

For an Act entitled: "An Act re la ti ng  to reports of m i s s i n g  persons; and

creating a m i s s i n g  persons info rm at io n cle ar in g­

house ."

BE IT ENACTED BY  THE LEGISLA TU RE  OF THE S TA TE  OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 18.65 is a men de d by a d d i n g  new sections to read:

ARTICLE 7. MISSI NG  PERSONS I NF O R M A T I O N  CLEARINGHOUSE.

Sec. 18.65.600. M IS SI NG  P E R S O N S  INFORMATION CLEARINGHOUSE. 

There is in the Department of Pu bli c Safety the m i ss in g persons i n f o r­

mation clearinghouse.

Sec. 18.65.610. DU TI E S  OF M I S S I N G  PERSONS INFORMATION C L E A R I N G­

HOUSE. (a) The missing persons in f o r m a t i o n  clearinghouse is e s t a b­

lished as a central r e pos it or y of informat io n r egarding missing p e r­

sons .

(b) The clearinghouse shall

(1) establish wi th i n  the state a syst em  and appropriate 

procedures for c om munication of i n f o rm at io n regarding m i s s i n g  persons;

(2) collect, maintain, and disseminate accurate and c o m­

plete information on m i s s i n g  persons for the purpose of identifying, 

locating, and returning them;

(3) provide for exchange of information on m i s s i n g  persons 

within the state;

(4) cooperate w i t h  p r i vat e citizens, local law enforcement 

agencies, and other state and federal agencies in investigations c o n­

cerning missing persons;
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(5) m a i n t a i n  c om m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  the N a t i o n a l  C rim e I n f o r m a­

tion C e n t e r  for ex ch an ge  of i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  persons suspected of i n t e r­

state travel;

(6) provide tra in i n g  and as sistance to law en f o r c e m e n t  

agencies to promote ef fective us e of th e clearinghouse.

Sec. 18.65.620. DUTY OF L A W  E N F O R C E M E N T  AGENCIES. In a d d i t i o n  

to the requirements of AS 4 7 . 1 0 . 1 4 1  regarding reports of  m i s s i n g  

minors, a local or state law e n f o r c e m e n t  agency s ha ll submit to the 

clear ing ho us e all m i s s i n g  p e r s o n  r e por ts  received by  the law e n f o r c e­

ment age ncy  that relate to a p e r s o n  w h o  is not loca te d w i t h i n  48 h ou rs 

after the first report c o nc er ni ng that pers on  w as  filed.

Sec. 18.65.630. M E D I C A L  A N D  D E N T A L  RECORDS O F  M ISS IN G PERSONS,

(a) W h e n  a per son  files a rep or t of a m i ssi ng  p e r s o n  w i t h  a law 

en fo rc eme nt  agency or w i t h  the clearinghouse, a f o r m  a u t h o r i z i n g  the 

release of medical and  dental records to the law e nforcement agency 

and to the cl ea ringhouse shall be s u p p l i e d  to the family, n ext of kin, 

or legal g ua rd ia n of the m i s s i n g  person. The family, next of kin, or 

legal g u a r d i a n  of the mi s s i n g  p e r s o n  m a y  complete the rele as e form and 

d e l i v e r  the release form to the p h y s i c i a n  or d e n t i s t  of the m i s s i n g  

person. The p h y s i c i a n  or d e n t i s t  who  receives a release fo r m  sig ne d 

by the family, next of kin, o r  legal g ua rdi an  of the m i s s i n g  p e r s o n  

may o nly release to the law e n f o r c e m e n t  agency a n d  the cl ea r i n g h o u s e  

that in fo rma ti on  that is n e c e s s a r y  to identify the m i s si ng person.

(b) When  the family, ne x t  of kin, or legal g ua r d i a n  of a m i s s i n g  

p e r s o n  cannot be located or d oe s  not exist, a law enforcement agency 

ma y e xe cu te a w r i t t e n  d e c l a r a t i o n  s t a t i n g  that an  active i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

is b e i n g  co nducted an d that m e d i c a l  an d dental records are  r eq uir ed  

for the exclusive purpo se of f u r t h e r i n g  the investigation. N o t w i t h­

standin g A S  09. 25 .12 0 and A S  17.30.155, the d e c l a r a t i o n  s i g n e d  b y  a
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peace officer u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  is s ufficient authority for the 

ph y s i c i a n  or d e n t i s t  to release in f o r m a t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  to aid in the 

id en ti fic at io n o f  the m i s s i n g  person. The p h y s i c i a n  or dentist may 

only release that i n f o r m a t i o n  that is n e c e ss ar y to identify the m i s s­

ing person.

(c) M e d i c a l  and den tal  records o bt ain ed  u n d e r  this section shall 

be pr ov i d e d  to th e clearinghouse.

(d) W h e n  a m i s s i n g  p e r s o n  is found, the law enforcement agency 

and the cl e a r i n g h o u s e  shall d e str oy  all records in t heir files o b­

tained under this section.

Sec. 18.65.640. R E PO RTS  UP O N  FIND IN G A  M I S S I N G  PERSON. A p er s o n  

who  has filed a m i s s i n g  p e r s o n  report w i t h  the clearinghouse or a law 

enforcement a g e n c y  shall immedia tel y notify the clearinghouse or  the 

law enforcement ag en cy  w h e n  the l oc ati on  of the m i s s i n g  p e r s o n  is 

determined.

Sec. 18.65.650. PENALTY. (a) A  p e r s o n  w h o  kn owingly fails to 

p e r f o r m  a duty u n d e r  AS 18.65.620 - 18.65.630 is liable in a civil 

ac ti o n  to a p e r s o n  ha r m e d  by the failure to p e r f o r m  the duty for a 

penalty of not m o r e  than $10,000.

(b) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  of p u b l i c  safety, or  a per s o n  d e s i g n a t e d  by 

the co mmi s s i o n e r  of pu bl ic safety, ma y file a civil complaint in the 

district court to enforc e AS 18.65.640. A  p e r s o n  who fails to comply 

w i t h  AS 1 8.65.040 is subject to a civil fine of not more  than $1,000.

Sec. 18.65.660. DEFINITION. In AS 1 8.65.600 - 18.65.660 " c l e a r­

inghouse" m e a n s  the m i s s i n g  perso ns  i n f o r m a t i o n  clearinghouse e s t a b­

lished in AS 18.65.600.

* Sec. 2. AS 18. 60. 17 0 is amend ed to read:

Sec. 18.60.170. REPORT A N D  I N V E S T I G A T I O N  OF DISAPPEARANCE. The 

co mm issioner of p ub l i c  safety or a d e s i g n e e  shall file e a c h
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notification of disappearance wit h the missinR persons information 

clearinghouse u nder AS 18.65.620 [IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER IN THE OFFICE 

OF THE COMMISSIONER OR  D E S I G N E E ] , and shall notify the peace officer 

in the district where the disappearance occurred or in the nearest 

districts where there is a peace officer to mak e an investigation 

regarding the disappearance. If the circumstances give reasonable 

grounds for suspicion that a murder has been committed or that a 

person has met wi t h  foul play, the peace officer shall report all the 

facts to the district attorney in the peace officer's district or the 

assistant district attorney living nearest the place where the peace 

officer resides. The district attorney or the assistant district 

attorney shall assist and advise the peace officer in the investiga­

tion.

* Sec. 3. AS 4 7 . 1 0 . 141(a) is amended to read:

(a) Upon receiving a request to locate a minor evading the 

minor's legal custodian or to locate a minor otherwise missing, a law 

enforcement agency shall make reasonable efforts to locate the minor 

and shall immediately complete a missing person's report containing 

information necessary for the identification of the minor. As soon as 

practicable, but not later than 24 hours after completing the report, 

the agency shall transmit the report for entry into the Al as ka  Public 

Safety Information Netwo rk and the National Crime Information Center 

computer system. The report shall also be submitted to the missing 

persons information clearinghouse u nder AS 18.65.620. As soon as 

practicable, but not later than 24 hours after the agency learns that 

the minor has b een located, it shall request that the Department of 

Public Safety and the Federal Bureau of Investigation remove the 

information from the computer systems.
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