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Introduced: 2/2/87 «- n«.9/A
deferred: Health, Education and Social o-uazcA

Services, Judiciary and Fina nc e

BY  HALFORD AN D FAHRENKAMP 
BY REQUEST OF THE JOINT 
S P E C I A L  COMMITTEE ON

IN THE SENATE M E N T A L  HEALTH T RUS T LA N D

SENATE BILL NO. 97 

IN TH E LEGISLATURE OF T H E  STATE OF ALA SKA  

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - F I R S T  SESSI ON  

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An A c t  relating to the ch ro ni cal ly  men ta ll y ill."

BE IT ENACTED BY  T H E  LEGISLATURE OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS  47.30 is amended by a d d i n g  n e w  sections to read:

Sec. 47.30.545. TREATMENT OF T H E  CHR O N I C A L L Y  M E N T A L L Y  ILL. The

department shall provide for com mun it y b a s e d  an d locally or regio na ll y 

coordinated care and treatment of the c h r o n i c a l l y  me nt al ly  ill.

Sec. 47.30.546. COMMUNITY S U P P O R T  S ER VI CES  FOR T H E  C H R O N I C A L L Y  

MENTALLY ILL. Communities that pr o v i d e  el igi bl e me nta l health s e r­

vices for the chronically m e n t a l l y  ill m a y  receive funds fro m the 

department for the following p r o g r a m  elements:

(1) a short-term r e s i d ent ia l treatment p r o g r a m  for i n d i v i­

duals ex pe riencing an acute episo de or a situational crisis req u i r i n g  

temporary removal from their home environment:

(2) a long-term re s i d e n t i a l  treatment p r o gr am  wi t h  a full 

day treatment component for persons w h o  r e q u i r e  intensive support;

(3) a transitional r e s i d en ti al treatment p r o g r a m  d es i g n e d  

for p e rs on s who are able to take part in programs in the genera l 

community, but who, without c o n t i n u e d  support, w o u l d  be at ri s k  of 

returning to a hospital:

(4) a semi-supervised, independent, but structured living 

arrangement for persons who, w i t h o u t  some support and structure, w o u l d  

be at ri s k  of returning to the hospital;

(5) a day treatment p r o g r a m  capab le  of pr oviding services 

for clien ts whose residential n e e d s  are being met, but who require
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a d d i t i o n a l  or  e x t e n d e d  t r e a t m e n t  s e r v i c e s ;

(6) s u p p o r t e d  w o r k  a n d  v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  that 

p r o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  c l i e n t s  to e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  m e a n­

in g f u l  a n d  p r o d u c t i v e  w o r k  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  g r a d u a t e d  l e v e l s  o f  s k i l l  

a n d  e n e r g y  r e q u i r e d ;

(7) s o c i a l i z a t i o n  c e n t e r s  d e s i g n e d  to s e r v e  a b r o a d  r a n g e  

o f  c l i e n t s ,  as  w e l l  as p e r s o n s  l i v i n g  i n  the c o m m u n i t y  in g e n e r a l .

S ec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 5 4 7 .  S T A N D A R D S  F O R  C O M M U N I T Y  S U P P O R T  S E R V I C E S  F O R  T H E  

C H R O N I C A L L Y  M E N T A L L Y  ILL. C o m m u n i t i e s  p r o v i d i n g  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  s e r­

v i c e s  for t h e  c h r o n i c a l l y  m e n t a l l y  i l l  s h a l l  m e e t  a n d  m a i n t a i n  t he 

f o l l o w i n g  t r e a t m e n t  s t a n d a r d s :

(1) f a c i l i t i e s  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of  s m a l l  r e s i d e n t i a l  or  da y  

t r e a t m e n t  c e n t e r s ,  i n  as  c l o s e  to a n o r m a l  h o m e  or  n o n - i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

e n v i r o n m e n t  as p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  s a c r i f i c i n g  c l i e n t  s a f e t y  o r  care;

(2) s t a f f i n g  p a t t e r n s  s h a l l  r e f l e c t  t h e  c u l t u r a l ,  l i n g u i s­

tic, a n d  o t h e r  s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  s h a l l  

i n c o r p o r a t e  m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f  to m e e t  c l i e n t  d i a g­

n o s t i c  an d  t r e a t m e n t  n e e d s ;

(3) p r o g r a m s  s h a l l  b e  d e s i g n e d  to e n c o u r a g e  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  

a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t  f u n c t i o n i n g  t h r o u g h  p r e v o c a t i o n a l  a n d  v o c a t i o n a l  

t r a i n i n g ;

(4) p r o g r a m s  s h a l l  p r o m o t e  c l i e n t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in p l a n­

n i n g ,  o p e r a t i n g ,  a n d  e v a l u a t i n g  d a i l y  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ;

(5) p r o g r a m s  s h a l l  b e  d e s i g n e d  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  t he

s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  s y s t e m  as a w h o l e  a n d  in  p a r t i c u l a r  s h a l l  b e  d e s i g n e d

to i n c l u d e  th e  f o l l o w i n g  t h r e e  e l e m e n t s :

(A) e m e r g e n c y  or c r i s i s  c a r e  i n  a n  e m e r g e n c y  c e n t e r  o r  

at h o m e  b y  a n  e m e r g e n c y  r e s p o n s e  team;

(B) a n  a c u t e  h o s p i t a l  f o r  e v a l u a t i o n ,  d i a g n o s i s ,



treatment, and r e f e r r a l  of persons w ho  are in n e e d  of acute care; 

and

(C) a case m a n a g e m e n t  system in w h i c h  the case manager 

serves as a c oo r d i n a t o r  of the vario us  elements of the system and 

as an advoca te  for the clients in the system; all case managers 

shall b e  u n d e r  di re c t  su per vi si on  of a ps yc h i a t r i s t  or p s y c h o l o­

gist, or a m e n t a l  h e a l t h  c linician wi t h  a m as ter's degree in a 

field r e la te d to m e n t a l  health;

(6) pro g r a m s  shall contain standards for staff training, 

i n c lu di ng  t rai ni ng  in comm uni ty  out reach services and ori en ta ti on in 

c r o ss -c ul tu ral  issues.

Sec. 2. AS 4 7.30.550 is a m en de d by  adding a n e w  subsection to read:

(b) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  (a) of this section, the department shall 

pur ch as e 100 p e rce nt  of the eligible costs of services provi de d for 

the chronically m e n t a l l y  ill, subject to the a v a il ab il it y of state 

funds to the depa rt men t for implementing AS 47.30.520 - 47.30.620.

Sec. 3. A S  47.30.570 is amend ed  to read:

Sec. 47.30.570. E L I G I B L E  COSTS; M A I N T E N A N C E  O F  L O C A L  EFFORT. 

T h e  department shall adopt regulations specifying the types of s e r­

vices and p r ogr am  costs eligib le for state participation. These r e g u­

lations shall include

(1) a p r o v i s i o n  e xcluding capital expenditures as eligible 

costs; [AND]

(2) a r eq u i r e m e n t  that the c ommunity entity contractor or 

applicant agrees as a condition of contract approval that it w i l l  not 

supplant exi st in g local funding [FUND] support of community m e n t a l  

h ea l t h  services w i t h  funds received under A S  47.30.520 - 47.30.620 and 

that it w i l l  c on ti nue  local funding support of c ommunity mental h e a l t h  

s e r v i c e s , in any yea r  in w h i c h  it contracts w i t h  the d e p a r t m e n t , at a
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level that Is at least equal to the local funding support in the 

previous year^

(3) a p rovision that costs of services provided to the 

chronically me nt a l l y  ill u n de r AS 47.30.550(b) that are payable by 

insurance, indemnity, or other third-party m a y  not be included as 

eligible c o s t a .
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