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1 IN T H E  S E N A T E  BY TH E C O N F E R E N C E  CO MMITTEE

2 C O N F E R E N C E  CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 94

3 IN TH E LE G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STA TE  OF A L A S K A
.

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESSI ON

5 A  B I L L
'

6 For an  A c t  entitled: "An Act ado pting a m i n e r a l  policy for the state; and

7 pr o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  date."

8 BE IT E N A C T E D  BY TH E L EG I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:
1Pi

9 * S e c t i o n  1. AS 44.99 is amended b y  a d d i n g  a new  s e c tio n to read:

10 Sec. 44.99.110. D E C L A R A T I O N  OF  S T A T E  M I N E R A L  POLICY. The legis-
1 •

11 lature, acting u n d e r  art. VIII, sec. 1 of the C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the

12 S ta te  of Alaska, in an effort to f u r th er the ec on o m i c  d e v e lo pm en t of

13 the state, to m a i n t a i n  a sound e c o n o m y  an d stable employ me nt , and to

14 e n c o u r a g e  respons ibl e ec onomic d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h i n  the s tate for the

15 b e n e f i t  of pres en t and future g e n e r a t i o n s  throu gh  the p r o p e r  conserva-

16 t i o n  and d evelopment of the a b u n d a n t  m i n er al  re sources w i t h i n  the

17 state, including metals, i n d u s t r i a l  minerals, and coal, declares as

18 the mine ral  po l i c y  of the state that

19 (1) m i n e r a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  an d dev el op me nt be g i v e n  fair an d

20 e q u i t a b l e  c on s i d e r a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  resource uses in the m ul t i p l e  use

21 m a n a g e m e n t  of state land;

22 (2) m i ne ra l d e v e l o p m e n t  be en cou r a g e d  t h r o u g h  r e a so na ble

23 a n d  consistent n o n d u p l i c a t i v e  r e g u l a t i o n s  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  stipu-

24 lations;

25 (3) m i ne ral  d e v e l o p m e n t  an d the entry into the market p l a c e

26 of m i n er al produ cts  be c o n s i d e r e d  in d e v e l o p i n g  a s t a t e w i d e  transpor-

27 t a t i o n  in frastructure system;

28 (4) m i n era l d e v e l o p m e n t  be en co u r a g e d  t h r o u g h  a p p r o pr ia te

29 p u b l i c  inf or ma ti on and edu ca t i o n ,  scientific r esearch, t e c hn ic alo
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1 studies, a n d  U n i v e r s i t y  of Ala s k a  p r o g r a m  involvement;

2 (5) ec on o m i c  d evelopment w i t h  respect to the state mineral

3 industry b e  e n c o u r a g e d  w i t h  Paci fic  R i m  nations.

4 * Sec. 2. (a) W i t h i n  10 months a ft er  the effective date of this Act,

5 each department, board, commission, o r  agency of the state shall review its

6 statutory authority, its administ ra ti ve  regulations, and its procedures

7 applicable to m i n e r a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  and de ve lo pm ent  to de termine w h eth er

8 there are d ef ici e n c i e s  or inconsistencies that must be a ddressed in order

9 to comply w i t h  the p o l i c y  enacte d in sec. 1 of this Act.

10 (b) Ea c h  department, board, commission, or agency of the state shall

11 forward its comments and r ecommendations to the commissioner of natural

12 resources. T he  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of natural resources shall assemble the com-

13 ments and r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  and forward them une di t e d  to the g ov ern or  and the

14 legislature w i t h i n  the first 60 days of the First Session of the S ixteenth

15 A l a s k a  State Legislature.

16 (c) If i n c o n s is te nc ie s or d ef iciencies are identified u n d e r  (a) of

17 this section, a state department, board, commission, or agency should w or k

18 w i t h  m i n i n g  interests, coastal resource service areas, the public, and

19 other r esource users to propose solutions to the inconsistencies or defi-

20 ciencies.

21 *  Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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