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B Y  COGHILL, BENNETT, FAIRS, 
F A H R E N K A M P  A N D  U E H L I N GIN THE S E N A T E

SENATE B I L L  NO. 94 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION 

A  B I L L

For an Act entitled: "An  A c t  a d o p t i n g  a m i n e r a l  policy for the state ."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY TH E L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 44.99 is amen de d b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 44.99.110. D E C L A R A T I O N  O F  S TA TE  M I N E R A L  P O L I C Y  5 C I V I L  

ACTION. (a) The legislature, a c t i n g  u n d e r  art. VIII, sec. 1 of the 

C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of Alaska, in an ef fo rt  to fu r t h e r  the 

e c o n o m i c  develo pm ent  of the state, to m a i n t a i n  a s o un d ec onomy, stable 

emp lo ym ent , a n d  the e n c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  r e s p o ns ib le ec on o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  

w i t h i n  the state f or  the b e n e f i t  o f  p r e s e n t  a n d  fu tu re g en e r a t i o n s  

t h r o u g h  the p ur po s e f u l  d e v e l o p m e n t  of the ab undant m i n e r a l  r e s o ur ce s 

w i t h i n  the state, including m e t a l s ,  industrial mi ne ra ls,  a n d  coal,

de c l a r e s  as the m i n e r a l  policy o f  the state that

( 1 ) state land be a v a i l a b l e  for m i n e r a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  and

d e v e l o p m e n t  thro ug h m ul t i p l e  u s e  p r a c t i c e s  that m a y  not  s u b o rd ina te  

m i n e r a l  re source development;

(2 ) m i n e r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  n o t  b e  e n c u m b e r e d  b y  excessive,

u na tt ai na ble , or u n e c o n o m i c a l  l eg i s l a t i v e  or a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t i p u­

lations;

(3 ) a co mp r e h e n s i v e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  b e  d e v e l­

op e d  in the state to fa ci l i t a t e  the e nt ry  into the m a r k e t  p l a c e  of 

m i n e r a l  products; and

(4) the general a n d  p u b l i c  functions of the state that

p r o m o t e  m i ne ra l development, i n f o r m  a n d  educate the public, a n d  a d­

va n c e  the k n o w l e d g e  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y  of  the m i n e r a l  i n d u s t r y  r e c e i v e  the
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support of  the state.

(b) A  p e r s o n  n a y  file a c iv il  a cti o n  a g a i n s t  a pers on  or  entity, 

in c l u d i n g  the state, a n  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  of the state, or an o f f i c e r  or 

em pl oy ee  o f  the s t a t e  a c t i n g  i n  a n  o f f i c i a l  capacity, for f a i li ng  to 

c ar ry  out a p o l i c y  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  this section. A  court, in i s s u­

ing  a f in al  o r d e r  in  a n  a c t i o n  b r o u g h t  u n d e r  this subsection, m a y  

award costs a n d  e x p e r t  w i t n e s s  a n d  a t t o r n e y  fees to the p r e v a i l i n g

party.
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