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1 IN THE SEN AT E B Y  T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

2 H O U S E  CS F O R  CS F O R  SENATE B I L L  NO. 79 (Finance)

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESSION

5 A  B I L L

6 For an Act entitled: " A n  Act r el a t i n g  to r u n a w a y  and m i s s i n g  m in o r s . "

7 BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF  ALASKA:

8 * S e c t i o n  1. AS  4 7 . 1 0 . 1 4 1  is amen de d to read:

9 Sec. 4 7. 10. 14 1.  R U N A W A Y  A N D  M I S S I N G  MINORS. (a) U p o n  r e c e i v i n g

10 a written, tele ph on ic , or other reque st to locate a m i n o r  e v a d i n g  the

11 m i n o r ' s  legal c u s t o d i a n  or to locate a m i n o r  o t h e rw ise  missing, a l a w

12 e n f o rce me nt  a g e n c y  shall make r e a s o n a b l e  efforts to l o c a t e  the m i n o r

13 and shall i m m e d i a t e l y  complete a m i s s i n g  person 's r e p o r t  c o n t a i n i n g

14 in f o r m a t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  for the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of the min or.  As s o o n  as

15 pr ac ticable, but not later than 24 h ou rs  after c o m p l e t i n g  the re p o r t ,

16 the agency shall t ran s m i t  the report for entry into the  A l a s k a  P u b l i c

17 Safety I n f o r m a t i o n  N e t w o r k  and the N a t i o n a l  Crime I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t e r

18 co mp ut er system. As so o n  as p r a c t i c a b l e ,  but not l a t e r  t ha n  24 h o u r s

19 a f te r the a ge n c y  learns that the m i n o r  has b e e n  located, it s h a l l

20 request that the D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S af e t y  and the F e d e r a l  B u r e a u  of

21 I n v e s t i g a t i o n  remo ve  the i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  the c o m p u t e r  systems.

22 (b) A  p e a c e  o f f i c e r  shall take into pr ot e c t i v e  c u s t o d y  a m i n o r

23 d e s c r i b e d  in (a) of this sect io n if the m i n o r  is not ot h e r w i s e  s u b j e c t

24 to arrest or de tention. The p e a c e  o f f i c e r  shall h o n o r  the m i n o r ' s

25 pre fe r e n c e  to [EITHER] (1) r e t u r n  the m i n o r  to the le ga l c u s t o d i a n  if

26 the legal c u s t o d i a n  consents to the return; (2) take t h e  m i n o r  to a

27 nea r b y  lo cat io n a g r e e d  to by the m i n o r  an d the legal custodian; o r  (3)

28 [(2)] take the m i n o r  to an o f f i c e  s p e c i f i e d  by th e D e p a r t m e n t  of

29 H e a l t h  and So c i a l  S e r v i c e s , a p r o g r a m  for runaway m i n o r s  l i c e n s e d  by
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the d e p a r t m e n t  u n d e r  AS 47.10 .3 10,  or a fa ci li ty or contract agency of 

the de pa rt men t.  If an o ff i c e  spe ci fie d by the d e p a r t m e n t , a licensed 

p r o g r a m  fo r runaway minors, o r  a facility or contract agency of the 

d e p a r t m e n t  does not exist in the community, the o f f ic er  shall take the 

m i n o r  to a n o t h e r  s ui table l o c a t i o n  and p r o m p t l y  no t i f y  the department.

A  m i n o r  u n d e r  p r o t e c t i v e  c u s t o d y  m ay not be h o u s e d  in a jail or ot her  

d e t e n t i o n  facility. I m m e d i a t e l y  u p o n  ta ki ng a m i n o r  into p r o t e c t i v e  

custody, the o f f i c e r  shall advi se  the m i n o r  o r a l l y  and in w r i t i n g  of 

the right to social s er vices u n d e r  AS 4 7 . 1 0 . 1 4 2 ( b ) , and, if known, the 

o f f i c e r  shall advise the l eg al  cust od ian  that the m i n o r  has b e e n  ta ke n 

into p r o t e c t i v e  custody.

* Sec. 2. AS  4 7 . 10 .1 41  is a m e n d e d  by ad d i n g  a n e w  subsec ti on  to read:
I

(c) A  m i n o r  may  be t a k e n  into em e r g e n c y  pro te c t i v e  custody by a 

pe a c e  o f f i c e r  and p la c e d  i n t o  tem porary d e t e n t i o n  in a juv e n i l e  d e­

te n t i o n  h o m e  in the local co m m u n i t y  if there has be e n  an o rd er  issued 

b y  a court u p o n  a finding of pr obable cause that (1) the m i n o r  is a 

ru n a w a y  in wi lf ul  v i o l a t i o n  of a v a l i d  court o rder issued u n d e r  AS 

4 7 . 1 0 . 0 8 0  or 47 .1 0.142(f), (2) the m i no r' s current s i t u a t i o n  p o se s a 

sev er e a n d  imminent ris k to the minor 's life or  safety, and (3) no 

r e a s o n a b l e  pl acement a l t e r n a t i v e  exists w i t h i n  the community. Fo r the 

pu r p o s e s  of this s ubsection, a risk may  not be consi de red  severe and 

imminent solely beca us e of the general condi ti ons  for runaway mino rs
I

in the community, but s h al l be assessed in v i e w  of the specific b e h a v­

ior and si t u a t i o n  of the minor. A  m i n o r  d e t a i n e d  u n d e r  this s u b­

sec t i o n  shall be brought b ef o r e  a court on the day the m i n o r  is d e­

tained, or if that is not possible, w i t h i n  24 hours after the d e­

te n t i o n  for a h e a r i n g  to d e t er min e the most a pp ro pr iat e p la c e m e n t  in

the be s t  interests of the minor. A  m i n o r  t a k e n  into emerg en cy  p r o t e c­

tive c u s to dy u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  ma y not be d e t a i n e d  for m o r e  than
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24 hours, except as provided under AS 47.10.140. Emergency protective 

custody m a y  not include placement of a minor in a jail or secure 

facility other than a juvenile detention home, nor may an order for 

pr otective custody be enforced against a minor who is residing in a 

licensed p r o g r a m  for runaway minors, as defined in AS 47.10.390.

* Sec. 3. AS 47.10.142 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(f) Whe n  a m i no r is committed to the department for temporary 

placement under (e) of this section, the court order shall specify the 

terms, conditions, and duration of placement. The court may require 

the m i n o r  to remain in the placement provided by the department and 

shall clearly state in the order the consequences of viol at in g the 

order, including the possibility of detention under AS 47.10.141(c).

* Sec. 4. AS 47.10 is amended by adding new sections to read:

ARTIC LE 5. PROGRAMS FOR RUNAWAY MINORS.

Sec. 47.10.300. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. The d e­

partment shall

(1) review, inspect, and approve or disapprove for licens­

ing prop o s e d  or established programs for runaway minors to ensure the 

heal th  and safety of minors in the program;

(2) ma intain a register of licensed programs for runaway

m i n o r s ;

(3) award grants for the establishment or operation of 

licensed programs for runaway minors;

(4) submit to the legislature and governor each January a 

report on programs for runaway minors in the state;

(5) adopt regulations for the administration of AS 47.10.- 

300 - 47.10.390, including regulations providing for the coordination 

of services to be provided by licensed programs for runaway minors and 

by the department.
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Sec. 47.10.310. LICENSING OF PROGRAMS FOR R U N A W A Y  MINORS. (a)

A  p er s o n  ma y not operate a p r o gr am for runaway m i n o r s  in the state 

w it ho ut  a license issued u n d e r  this section. A  p e r s o n  who violates 

this s ub se ct io n is guilty of a violation.

(b) The department m a y  license a program for runaway minors
I'

u n d e r  AS 47.1 0.3 00  - 47.10.390 only if the p r ogr am

(1) is operated by a corporation o r g a n i z e d  under AS 10.20 

or a municipality; and

(2) meets the requirements of (c) of this section.

(c) A  p r o g r a m  for runaway minors shall

(1) explain to a minor who  seeks as si s t a n c e  from the p r o­

gra m  the legal rights and responsibilities of r u na way  minors and the 

services and assistance pr ov id ed for runaway mi nor s by the pr o g r a m  and 

by the state or local municipality;

(2) attempt to determine wh y a m i no r in the progra m is a

r u n a w a y ;

(3) provide or hel p arrange for the p r o v i s i o n  of services 

n e c es sa ry  to promote the hea l t h  and welfare of a m i n o r  in the p r o g r a m  

and, if appropriate, members of the minor's family; services may 

include, but are not limited to, the p r o v is ion  of food, shelter, 

clothing, m ed ic al  care, and individual or family counseling;

(4) promptly inform the department of a m i n o r  in the p r o­

gram who claims to be the vic tim  of child abuse or  neglect, as defined 

in AS 47.17.070, or who m an employee of the p r o g r a m  has cause to 

belie ve has b e e n  a v ic t i m  of child abuse or neglect;

(5) be operated with the goal of r e u n i t i n g  runaway minors 

w i t h  their families, except in cases in w h ic h r e u n i f i c a t i o n  is clearly 

contrary to the best interest of the minor; and

(6) maintain adequate staffing and acc om mo dat io ns  to ensure

HCS CSSB 79(Fin) -4- SB0079G



p h y s i c a l  s ecu r i t y  and to p r o v i d e  c ri s i s  services to m i n o r s  r e s i d i n g  in 

a fa ci l i t y  o p e r a t e d  by the program; r es idents u nd er  18 y e a r s  of age 

sh al l be s e g r e g a t e d  from res id en ts w h o  are 18 years of ag e or older.

(d) A  p r o g r a m  for runaw ay  m i n o r s  may pr o v i d e  se rv ic es for the 

p r o t e c t i o n  of the h e a l t h  and w e l f a r e  of a p e r s o n  u n d e r  21 years of age 

w h o  is in n e e d  of the services an d w h o  is wi t h o u t  a p l a c e  of s h e l t e r  

in  w h i c h  s u p e r v i s i o n  and care of the  p e r s o n  are available.

Sec. 47.10.320. R E S I D E N C E  IN R U N A W A Y  M I N O R  P R O G R A M  FA CI LI TI ES.

A  r u na wa y m i n o r  m a y  m a i n t a i n  r e s i d e n c y  for a pe ri o d  not e x c e e d i n g  45 

days  at a f ac ili ty  o pe ra te d as p ar t  of a li ce ns ed p r o g r a m  for r u n a w a y  

minors. The m i n o r  ma y m a i n t a i n  re s i d e n c y  w i t h o u t  the cons en t o f  the 

p e r s o n  or age nc y h av i n g  custo dy  of  the minor, except that if the court 

ha s o r d e r e d  the m i n o r  c o m mi tte d to the c u s tod y of the  de p a r t m e n t ,  

w r i t t e n  consent of the de pa r t m e n t  is required. The r e s i d e n c y  m a y  be 

e x t e n d e d  for an additi on al  p e r i o d  of 45 days w i t h  the w r i t t e n  c o ns en t 

of the p e r s o n  or agency h a v i n g  c u s t o d y  of the minor. A  m i n o r  m a y  not 

m a i n t a i n  r e s i d e n c y  be yo n d  the 9 0 t h  da y foll owi ng  a d m i s s i o n  to a l i­

censed p r o g r a m  for runaway m i n o r s  w i t ho ut the w r i t t e n  consent of the 

p e r s o n  or a ge n c y  h av i n g  custody o f  the m i n o r  and the w r i t t e n  cons en t 

of the d e p a r t m e n t .

Sec. 47.10.330. N OT I C E  TO M I N O R’S L E G A L  CUSTODIAN. (a) The

d i r e c t o r  of a p r o g r a m  for ru n a w a y  minors shall m a k e  a goo d  f a i t h

effort to n o t i f y  a minor 's legal cust od ia n as soon as p ossible, but  in

no event mo r e  th a n  48 hours a f t e r  the m i n o r  is a d m i t t e d  to the p r o­

gram, u nl e s s  there are c o m p e l l i n g  c irc umstances that j u s t i f y  w i t h­

hol d i n g  notice. The notice mu s t  de sc ri be the m i n o r ' s  p h y s i c a l  and 

em o t io na l c o n d i t i o n  and the c ir c u m s t a n c e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  the m i n o r ' s  

a d m i s s i o n  to the program.

(b) The  d i r e c t o r  of a p r o g r a m  for runa way  m i n o r s  shall p r o m p t l y
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notify a mi n o r ' s  legal cu s t o d i a n  if the m i n o r  is r e l e a s e d  from  the 

p r og ra m into the cu s t o d y  of a p e r s o n  other t h a n  the legal cus to di an or 

a p e r s o n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the legal custodian.

Sec. 47.10.340. C O N F I D E N T I A L I T Y  OF RECORDS. Reco rd s of  a li-

i
censed p r o g r a m  for  r u n a w a y  minors that i de ntify a m i n o r  w h o  has b e e n  

ad mi tt ed  to o r  has so ug ht  a ssistance from the p r o g r a m  are confidential 

and are not subj ec t to in sp e c t i o n  or c o p y i n g  un de r A S  09 .25.110 -

09.25.120, unl es s

(1) a f t e r  b e i n g  inform ed  of the m i n o r ' s  right to privacy, 

the m i n o r  c on sents in w r i t i n g  to the d is cl o s u r e  of the records;

(2) the r e c or ds  are relevant to a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  or p r o­

ceeding i n v o l v i n g  c h i l d  abuse o r  neglect or a child in n e e d  of aid 

petition; or

(3) d i s c l o s u r e  of the records is n e c e ss ary  to protect the 

life or  h e a l t h  of the minor.

Sec. 47 .10.350. I MM UNITY F R O M  LIABILITY. (a) T h e  officers, 

directors, an d e m p l o y e e s  of a licensed p r o g r a m  for runaw ay minors are 

not liable for civil damages as a result of an act o r  o mi s s i o n  in 

a d m it ti ng  a m i n o r  to the program.

(b) This s e c t i o n  does not preclude liab il ity  for civil dama ges

as a result of r e c k l e s s n e s s  or intentional misconduct.

Sec. 4 7.10.360. M U N I C I P A L  POWERS. A u t h o r i t y  to e s t ab li sh  and 

operate a l ic e n s e d  p r o g r a m  for runaway m i n o r s  is g r a n t e d  to m u n i c­

ipalities that d o  n ot  o therwise have that authority.

Sec. 47.10 .3 90 . DEFINITIONS. In AS  47 . 1 0 . 3 0 0  - 47.10 .3 90

(1) " l i c e n s e d  p r o g r a m  for r u n a w a y  minor s"  m e a n s  a r e s i d e n­

tial or  n o n r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o g r a m  licensed by the d ep ar t m e n t  u n d e r  

AS  47.10.310;

(2) " r u n a w a y  minor" means a p e r s o n  u nde r 18 years of age 
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1 who

2 (A) is habitually absent from home;

3 (B) refuses to accept available care;

4 (C) has no parent, guardian, custodian, or relative

5 able or willing to provide care; or

6 (D) has b ee n  physically abandoned by

7 (i) both parents;

8 (ii) the surviving parent; or

9 (iii) one parent if the other parent's rights and

10 responsibilities have been terminated u nd er  AS 25.23.180(c)

11 or AS 47.10.080 or voluntarily relinquished.

n

O
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