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HEALTH, E D U CA TI ON  A N D  SOCIAL
IN THE SENATE SERVICES C OMMITTEE

CS FO R SENATE B I L L  NO. 79 (HESS)

IN T H E  L EG IS LA TUR E O F  THE S T A T E  OF AL A S K A

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

A  B I L L

For an Act entitled: "A n Act r elating to r u n awa y and m i s s i n g  mi nors."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE LEG I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

* Sect ion  1. AS 47 . 1 0 . 1 4 1  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 47.10.141. RUNA WA Y A N D  MI S S I N G  MINORS. (a) U p o n  receiving 

a w r i t t e n  or t el ep hon ic  request to locate a minor evadi ng  the minor's 

legal custodian or to locate a m i n o r  ot h e r w i s e  missing, a law e n f o r c e­

ment agency shall make reasonable efforts to locate the m i n o r  and 

shall immediately complete a m i s s i n g  p e r s o n ' s  report containing i n f o r­

ma t i o n  necessary for the i d e n ti fic at io n of the minor. As soon  as

practicable, but not later t ha n  24 hours after c om pl et ing  the report,

the agency shall transmit the report fo r entry into the A l a s k a  Public

Safety Information Network and  the N a t i o n a l  Crime I nf o r m a t i o n  Center 

com pu te r system. As soon as p r ac tic ab le , but not later than 24 hours

after the agency learns that the m i n o r  has be e n  located, it shall 

request that the Department of Public Saf et y and the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation remove the in fo rm at ion  f r o m  the c om puter systems.

(b) A  peace officer shall take int o prote ct iv e custody a m i n o r  

desc ri bed  in (a) of this s e c t i o n  if th e m inor is not o th erwise subject 

to arrest or detention. The p ea ce o f f i c e r  shall h on or  the minor's 

preference to [EITHER] (1) r e t u r n  the m i n o r  to the legal cust od ia n if 

the legal c u s to di an  consents to the return; (2) take the m i n o r  to a 

location d esi g n a t e d  by the legal custodian: or (3) [(2)] take the

m i n o r  to an office specified by the D ep art me nt  of H e a l t h  and Social 

Services or a facility or contract a g e n c y  of the department. If an
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office sp e c i f i e d  by the d e p a r t m e n t  or a facility or co nt r a c t  ag en c y  of 

the depart me nt  does not e xis t in the community, the o f f i c e r  shall take 

the m i n o r  to a n ot he r sui ta b l e  l o c a t i o n  and p r o m p t l y  n o t i f y  the d e p a r t­

ment . Except as pr ov i d e d  in (c) of this section, a [A] m i n o r  u n d e r  

p r o t e c t i v e  custo dy  may not b e  h o u s e d  in a jail or  o t h e r  d e t e n t i o n  

facility. I mm ediately u p o n  t a k i n g  a m i n o r  into p r o t e c t i v e  custo dy  the 

o f fi ce r shall advise the m i n o r  o r a l l y  and in w r i t i n g  of the right to 

social services under A S  A 7 . 10.l A 2 ( b ) , and, if kn ow n ,  the o f f i c e r  

shall advise the legal c u s t o d i a n  that the m i n o r  has b e e n  t a k e n  into 

p rot ec ti ve  custody.

* Sec. 2. AS A7. 10 .1 A1 is a m e n d e d  by adding a new  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(c) A  m i n o r  may be t a k e n  into p ro te c t i v e  c u s t o d y  by a p e a c e

offi ce r and pla ced  into t e m p o r a r y  de t e n t i o n  in a j u v e n i l e  d e t e n t i o n  

facility if there has b e e n  an o r d e r  issued by a court u p o n  a f i nd in g

of pro ba bl e cause that the m i n o r  is a runaway in v i o l a t i o n  of a v a l i d

court o r d e r  issued u n d e r  AS  A 7 . 1 0. 1A2 (f ) and is p o s i n g  a c l e a r  an d 

present d an g e r  to the m i n o r ' s  o w n  welfare. A  m i n o r  d e t a i n e d  u n d e r  

this s u b s e c t i o n  shall be b r o u g h t  before a court w i t h i n  48 h ou rs  a ft er  

the d e t e n t i o n  for a h e a r i n g  to dete rmi ne  w h e t h e r  the m i n o r  is in civil 

contempt of court u nde r A S  09.50.010(5). This s u b s e c t i o n  d oes not 

apply to a m i n o r  taken into p r o t e c t i v e  custody i n  a c o m m un ity  that 

does not have a ju ven il e d e t e n t i o n  facility.

* Sec. 3. AS A7 .10.1A2 is a m e n d e d  by add in g a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(f) W h e n  a m i no r is c o m m i t t e d  to the d e p a r t m e n t  for t e m p or ar y 

placement u n d e r  (e) of this section, the court o r d e r  shall speci fy the 

terms, conditions, and d u r a t i o n  of placement. T h e  court shall require 

the m i n o r  to remain in the p l a c e m e n t  p r o v i d e d  b y  the d e par tm en t and 

shall clearly state in the o r d e r  the c o n s e q u e n c e s  of v i o l a t i n g  the 

order, including the p o s s i b i l i t y  of d e t e n t i o n  u n d e r  A S  A 7 .10.l A l ( c ) .
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