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1 IN THE SENATE BY THE  RES OURCES COMMITTEE

2 H O US E CS FO R CS FO R SENATE BILL NO. 62 (Resources)

3 IN THE LEG IS LAT UR E OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

4 FI FTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A  BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to pu bli c access to recreation

7 areas; and providing for a n  ef fective date."

8 BE IT E N AC TED  BY THE LEGISLATURE O F  THE STATE OF  ALASKA:

9 * Sectio n 1. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND INTENT. The legislature finds

10 that access to state waters for fishing, hunting, guiding, boating, lodge

11 operation and other recreational uses is very important to the economy of

12 the state. State waters, and public access to those waters, is critical to

13 the interrelated recreation, tourism, guiding and lodge industries. These

14 industries support a large number of small, resident Alaska businesses.

15 Recreational use of state waters is also extr eme ly  important to the people

16 of the state. The legislature further finds that man y of the state's

17 popular freshwater and marine fisheries are severely overcr owd ed  and that

18 increasing the ease of access to additional wa ter s suitable for recreation-

19 al uses w o uld  enhance the enjoyment by the people, w o u l d  be be neficial to

20 the economy, and would reduce the overcrowding on the already p o p ula r

21 waters.

22 * Sec. 2. AS 38.05.127 is amended by addi ng n e w  subsections to read:

23 (f) Rights-of-way or easements to wa t e r w a y s  es ta blished u n d e r

24 (a)(2) of this section shall be established a pp roximately once each

25 mile unless the commissioner makes a w r i t t e n  finding that re gulating

26 or limiting access is necessary for other b en efi ci al  uses or pu bl i c

27 purposes.

28 (g) The commissioner may exchange land u n d e r  AS 38.50 to create

29 access to public w at er  of the state.
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* Sec. 3. AS 38.05 is a m end ed  by adding a n e w  s e ct ion  to read:

Sec. 38.05.87A. PU BL I C  ACCESS F U N D  CREATED. (a) The p u b l i c  

access fund is est a b l i s h e d  as a special account in th e g e ne ra l fund 

and funds may be d e p os it ed into the s p e c i a l  account a nd w i t h d r a w n  from 

it as pr ov i d e d  in this section. The f u n d  consists o f  m oney a n d  i n t e r­

est d e ri ved  u n d e r  this subse ct io n and c on t r i b u t i o n s  from i n d i v i d u a l s  

and corporations. The fund shall be i n v e s t e d  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of 

revenue. Th e com mi s s i o n e r  of revenue m a y  be r e i m b u r s e d  for actual 

a d m ini st ra ti ve costs incurred u nd er this s u b s e c t i o n  by a p p r o p r i a t i o n  

from the publ ic  access fund.

(b) Exc ep t as pr ov i d e d  in (a) of this section, the c o m m i s s i o n e r  

shall a d m i n i s t e r  the fund. The commissioner, a f t e r  pu bl ic h e a r i n g s  

and in c on c u r r e n c e  w i t h  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of f is h  a n d  game, m a y  use 

m o n e y  in the fund  to devel op  r e c r ea ti on al access, in c l u d i n g  the  p u r­

chase and lease of land, easements, and r i g h t s - o f - w a y  to e n h a n c e  

pu bl ic  access to recreational areas.

(c) The  title to rights of p u b l i c  access to r e c r e a t i o n a l  a reas 

ob ta in ed  by the commissioner vests i n  the state. The c o m m i s s i o n e r  

shall include in the instrument t r a n s f e r r i n g  t i t l e  to the s tate a 

clause r e q u i r i n g  that the land be u s e d  for p u b l i c  access. If the land 

ceases to be available for public access, the s t a t e  shall e i t h e r

(1) pay to the fund the a ss es s e d  v a l u e  of the l an d  at that

time; or

(2) if the land was p u r c h a s e d  w i t h  f u nd s d e r i v e d  u n d e r  16 

U.S.C. 7 7 7 - 7 7 7 k  (Sport Fis h R e s t o r a t i o n  Act), as amended, r e i m b u r s e  

the sport fi s h  restora ti on  program.

(d) If the state receives funds u n d e r  16 U.S.C. 7 7 7 - 7 7 7 k  (Sport 

F i s h  R e s t o r a t i o n  Act), as amended, a p p r o x i m a t e l y  20 p e r c e n t  of the 

funds shall be used to implement the p r o v i s i o n s  of this section.
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1 Expenditure of funds r ec eived by the state under this subsection is

2 subject to the a pp roval of the commissioner of fish and game.

3 (e) The l egislature may appropriate to the fund.

4 * Sec. 4. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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