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1 IN T H E  SENATE BY  THE R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  S E N A T E  BIL L  NO. 62 (Rules)

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F IRS T S E S SI ON

5 A  B I L L

6 For  an  Act entitled: "An Act re lating to p u b l i c  access to r e c r e a t i o n

10 finds that access to state wa t e r s  for fishing, hunting, g ui din g,  boating,

11 lodge o p e r a t i o n  and o ther r e cr ea tio na l uses is v e r y  important to th e econo-

12 m y  of the state. State wate rs , and p u b l i c  access to t h ose  w a t e r s ,  is

13 c ri tic al  to the i n t e r r e l a t e d  recreation, tourism, g u i di ng  a n d  lodge indus-

14 tries. T h e s e  i ndustries support a l arge n u m b e r  of small, r e s i d e n t  A l a s k a

15 busine ss es . R e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e  of state wate rs  is also e x t r e m e l y  important

16 to the p eo p l e  of the state. The l eg isl at ur e f u rth er  finds that m a n y  of the

17 state's p o p u l a r  fre sh w a t e r  a nd  mar in e fisheries are se ve r e l y  o v e r c r o w d e d

18 and that i n c r e a s i n g  the eas e of access to add it i o n a l  w a t e r s  s u i t a b l e  for

19 r e c r e a t i o n a l  uses  w o u l d  e n h an ce  the enj oym en t by  the p e opl e,  w o u l d  be

20 b en ef i c i a l  to the economy, and w o u l d  reduce the o v e r c r o w d i n g  o n  the already

21 p o p u l a r  waters.

22 (b) It is the intent of the l e g i sl at ure  to enco ura ge  s tate pr ograms

23 to d e v e l o p  acc es s to additi ona l w a t e r s  of the state nea r t he  st a t e ' s  m a j o r

24 p o p u l a t i o n  areas.

25 *  Sec. 2. A S  38.05.127 is a m e n d e d  by a dd i n g  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n s  to read:

26 (f) R i g h t s - o f - w a y  or e a s e m e n t s  to w a t er way s e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r

2 7  (a)(2) of this s e c t i o n  shall b e  es t a b l i s h e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  once e a c h

28 m i l e  u nl e s s  the commi ss io ner  m a k e s  a w r i t t e n  f i n di ng  that r e g u l a t i n g

29 or  l i m i t i n g  access is ne c e s s a r y  for o t h e r  b e n e f i c i a l  use s  or  p u b l i c

7 areas; and p r o v i d i n g  for a n  eff ec ti ve d at e . "

8 BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A

9 * S e c t i o n  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  FINDINGS A N D  INTENT. (a) T h e  l e g i s la tur e
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p u r p o s e s .

(g) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  ex ch an ge land u nder AS  38.50 to create 

access to pu bl ic w a t e r  of the state.

* Sec. 3. A S  38.05 is a m e n d e d  b y  ad din g a  new secti on  to read:

Sec. 38.05.874. PU BL I C  ACCESS F U N D  CREATED. (a) The  public 

access fund is e s t a b l i s h e d  as a special account in the g en era l fund 

and funds m a y  be d e p o s i t e d  into the speci al  account and w i t h d r a w n  from 

it as p r o v i d e d  i n  this section. The f un d  consists of m o n e y  and i n te r­

est d e r i v e d  u n d e r  this sub se c t i o n  and contributions fro m individuals 

and corporations. Th e fund shall be in vested by the co mm issioner of 

revenue. The  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of revenue m a y  be reimbu rs ed  for actual 

ad mi ni s t r a t i v e  c osts i nc urred u nder this  subsection by ap pro pr ia ti on 

from the publ ic  ac ce ss  fund.

(b) Except as p rov i d e d  in (a) o f  this section, the commissioner 

shall a d m i n i s t e r  the fund. The commissioner, after p u b l i c  hearings 

and in c o n c urr en ce  w i t h  the c omm is s i o n e r  of fish and game, may use  

m o n e y  in the fun d to d e ve lo p r e cr eat io na l access, incl ud in g the p u r­

chase and lease of land, easements, and rights -of -w ay  to enhance 

pu b l i c  access to r ecr ea t i o n a l  areas.

(c) The t i t l e  to rights of p u b l i c  access to r ec re ational areas

o b t a i n e d  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r  vests in  the state. The  commissioner 

shall include i n  the instrument t r a ns fe rr ing  title to the state a 

clause r e q u ir ing  that the land be u s e d  for public access. If the land 

ceases to be a v a i l a b l e  for public access, the state shall either

(1) p a y  to the fund the as se s s e d  v al ue of the land at that

time; or

(2) if the land was  p u r c h a s e d  wi t h  funds d e r i v e d  under 16

U.S.C. 7 77- 7 7 7 k  (Sport F is h  R e s t o r a t i o n  A c t ) , as amended, reimburse

the sport fish r e s t o r a t i o n  program.
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(d) If the state receives funds under 16 U.S.C. 77 7-777k (Sport 

Fish Restoration Act), as amended, approximately 20 percent of the 

funds shall be used to implement the provisions of this section. 

Expenditure of funds received by the state u n d e r  this subsection is 

subject to the approval of the commissioner of fish and game.

(e) The legislature may appropriate to the fund.

*  Sec. 4. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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