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BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION A N D
1 IN T H E  SENATE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

2 CS F O R  SEN ATE  BILL  NO. 32 (HESS)

3 IN THE L EG I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA

4 FIFTEENTH L EGI SL AT UR E - FIRST SESSION

5 A  BILL

6 Fo r an Act entitled: "An Act re lating to marijuana; and p roviding for an

7 effective date."

8 B E  IT ENACTED BY THE L EG IS LA TUR E OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. FINDINGS. (a) The legislature finds that m a r ij ua na  use

10 is a serious he a l t h  probl em  for the following reasons, each of w h i c h  con-

11 stitutes a legitimate and c ompelling state interest:

12 (1) marijuana and o th er cannabis preparations may contain over

13 420 different compounds;

14 (2) tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), one of the pharmacologically

15 active compounds in marijuana, is not soluble in water, but goes into the

16 fatty tissues of the brain, testicles, ovaries, and other internal organs,

17 and takes as long as 30 days to be eliminated from the body;

18 (3) the buildup of THC in the system means that repeated

19 adm in is tr ati on  of even small doses may lead to an accumulation of the drug

20 h i g h e r  than levels reached at any time after a single dose;

21 (4) the buildup of THC in the body causes the u ser to smoke more

22 m a r ij uan a to achieve the d e s ir ed  high and  may result in loss of sleep,

23 appetite, and initiative, as well as m oo diness and depression;

24 (5) it is p oss ib le  for a h u m a n  being to overdose from the use of

25 marijuana, especially if it is used in conjunction wi t h  alcohol, b e ca us e it

26 increases the effects of alcohol;

27 (6) the THC content of commonly obtainable mar ij ua na  has in-

28 creased from less than one percent 10 years ago to as hig h as 10 percent

29 today;
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(7) mar iju an a w it h  TH C content higher than  one percent is 

generally available in the state, through both importation an d local 

cultivation;

(8) mar iju an a ma y cause schizophrenia, illusions, and h a l l u c i n a­

tions, including a dulling of the senses, creating the possibility that the 

user is unable to respond to body signals s u c h  as pain;

(9) although it may  take a heavy cigarette smoker as long as 20 

years to develop lung cancer, one ma rijuana cigarette a day m ay  cause lung 

cancer in three years;

(10) THC affects eggs, sperm, sexual hormones, and the d e v e l o p­

ment of a fetus and ma rijuana use may result in deformed or un dersized 

offspring;

(11) other physical reactions to marijuana include irreversible 

changes in the brain, sinusitis, pharyngitis, bronchitis, emphysema, in­

creased heart rate, and decreased blood circulation;

(12) other psychological reactions to marijuana include loss of 

memory, anxiety, panic, paranoia, psychosis, psychological dependence, and 

impairment in thinking, reading comprehension, verbal and arithmetic p r o b­

lem solving, and p erception of distance a n d  time;

(13) the use of even small amoun ts  of marijuana by adults in the 

home subjects children present to a substantial heal th  hazard; and

(14) ma rijuana and tetrahydrocannabinols have  been found by the 

Uni t e d  States Congress to possess a high potential for abuse.

(b) The legislature further finds that

(1) patterns of marijuana use in the state have changed ov e r  the 

past decade;

(2) the daily use of ma rij ua na  in the state has increased to as 

high as four percent among the general p opulation and as h ig h  as six 

percent among secondary school students;

CSS B 3 2 (HESS) -2- SB0032b 9



1

2
3

4

5

6

7

8
9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22
23

24

25

26

27

28

29

(3) m a r ij uan a use in the s t at e w i t h i n  b oth the gene ral  p o p u l a­

tion and a mon g adolescents is s i g n i f i c a n t l y  higher than in the n a t i o n  as a 

w h o l e ;

(4) there is a direct r e l a t i o n s h i p  betwe en  the us e of m a r i j u a n a  

at home by adults and the p e r c e n t a g e  of  secondary school st udents who 

experience d i sci pl in ar y and a cad em ic  p r o b l e m s  in public schools; o v e r  the 

last three years in the A n c h or ag e Sc ho o l  District, of the 230 stu dents who 

have been suspe nd ed  from school for p o s s e s s i o n  or use of m ar ij ua na,  29 

percent have indicated that m a r i j u a n a  is use d  by adults in t he ir living 

e n v i r o n m e n t ;

(5) the c ha nging p att er ns  of m a r i j u a n a  use an d the r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between m a r i j u a n a  use by adults and ad ole sc en ts  h ave s i g n i f i c a n t l y  c o m­

promised the state's legitimate ef f o r t s  to prevent the spread of m a r i j u a n a  

use to adolescents and protect the h e a l t h  of adolescents; and

(6) these efforts c o n s t i t u t e  a legitimate a n d  c o m p e l l i n g  state

int e r e s t .

(c) The legislature furt her  finds there is a legitimate a n d  c o m­

pelling gove rn men ta l interest, b a s e d  o n  testimonial and s c i e n t i f i c  e v i­

dence, that the pu bl ic h e a l t h  and w e l f a r e  will suffer if p e r s o n a l  us e of 

marijuana ev e n  in small amounts is allowed.

* Sec. 2. AS 11.71.060(a) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) Except as a u t h o r i z e d  i n  AS  17.30, a p e r s o n  commits the crime 

of miscon du ct inv ol vi ng  a c o n t r o l l e d  substance i n  the s i x t h  d e g r e e  if 

the pe rs on

(1) uses or d i s p l a y s  any amount of a s ch edule V I A  c o n­

trolled substance or p o s se sse s one  or more prepar ati on s,  compounds, 

mixtures, or substances of an a g g re gat e weight of less t h a n  o n e - h a l f  

p o u n d [ONE O UNCE OR MORE] c o n t a i n i n g  a schedule V I A  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b­

stance [ON A  PUBLIC STREET O R  SI DEW A L K  OR ON T H E  PR EMISES O F  A  P U B L I C
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1 C A R R I E R  O R  B U S I N E S S  E S T A B L I S H M E N T  O R  IN A N Y  O T H E R  P U B L I C  PLACE]; or

2 [(2) K N O W I N G L Y  P O S S E S S E S  A N Y  A M O U N T  OF  A  SCHED ULE  V I A

3 C O N T R O L L E D  S U B S T A N C E  W I T H I N  T H E  I M M E D I A T E  C O N T R O L  O F  T H A T  PER S O N  W H I L E

4 O P E R A T I N G  A  P R O P E L L E D  V EH I C L E ;

5 (3) B E I N G  U N D E R  19 Y E A R S  O F  AGE, P O S S E S S E S  ONE  O R  M O R E

6 PR EP A R A T I O N S ,  COMPOU ND S, M I X T U R E S ,  O R  S U B S T A N C E S  O F  AN  A G G R E G A T E

7 W E I G H T  O F  LES S T H A N  F O U R  O U N C E S  C O N T A I N I N G  A  S C H E D U L E  V I A  C O N T R O L L E D

8 S UB STA NC E;

9 (4) P O S S E S S E S  O N E  O R  M O R E  PR EP A R A T I O N S ,  COMPOUNDS, MIX -

10 T UR E S ,  O R  S U B S T A N C E S  O F  A N  A G G R E G A T E  W E I G H T  O F  F O U R  O U N C E S  O R  M O R E

11 C O N T A I N I N G  A  S C H E D U L E  V I A  C O N T R O L L E D  S UBS T A N C E ;  OR]

12 (2) [(5)] r e f u s e s  e n t r y  into a p r e m i s e s  f o r  an i n s p e c t i o n

13 a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  AS  17.30.

14 * Sec. 3. AS 11 . 7 1 . 0 7 0  is repealed.

15 * Sec. 4. This A c t  takes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  u n d e r  A S  01.10.070(c).
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