
I n t r o d u c e d :  1/19/87 5-0195A
R e f e r r e d :  R esources

a n d  Finance

B Y  RODEY, H A L F O R D  
1 IN  T H E  S E N A T E  A N D  S Z Y M A N S K I

2 S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 26

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an  Act entitled: "An Act c r e a t i n g  a p u b l i c  access fund."

7 B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  THE S TATE OF ALASKA:

8 * S e c t i o n  1. LE G I S L A T I V E  F IN D I N G S  A N D  INTENT. (a) T h e  legislature

9 f i n d s  that a c c e s s  to state w a t e r s  for fishing, hunting, g u i d i n g ,  boating,

10 l od ge  o p e r a t i o n  and o t he r r e c r e a t i o n a l  use s is v e r y  im portant to the econo-

11 m y  of the state. State w a t er s,  and p u b l i c  access to t h o s e  waters, is

12 c r i t i c a l  to the int er re lat ed  recreation, tourism, guiding a n d  lodge indus-

13 tries. T h e s e  industries s u pp or t a large nu m b e r  of small, res id e n t  A l a s k a

14 b u s i ne ss es . Rec re ati on al  u s e  of state wat er s is also e x t r e m e l y  important

15 to the p e o p l e  of the state. T h e  le gi slature f ur the r finds t h a t  many  of the

16 s t a t e ' s  p o p u l a r  fr eshwater an d m a r i n e  fisheries are s e v e r e l y  ov er cro wd ed

17 a n d  that i n c r e a s i n g  the ease of access to a dditional w a t e r s  suitable for

18 r e c r e a t i o n a l  uses w o u l d  e n h a n c e  the e njoyment b y  the p e o p l e ,  w o u l d  be

19 b e n e f i c i a l  to the economy, an d w o u l d  reduce the o v e r c r o w d i n g  on  the already

20 p o p u l a r  waters.

21 (b) It is the intent of the legislature to enco ura ge  state programs

22 to d e v e l o p  access to a d d i t i o n a l  waters of the state nea r t h e  state's major

23 p o p u l a t i o n  areas.

24 * Sec. 2. AS 38.05 is a m e n d e d  by ad di n g  a n e w  section to read:

25 Sec. 38.05.874. P U B L I C  AC CE S S  FUND CREATED. (a) T he re  is

26 c r e a t e d  in the genera l fund a p u b l i c  access fund. T h e  fund consists

27 of m o n e y  derived u n d e r  this s u bs ec ti on and c o n t r i b u t i o n s  from indi-

28 v i d u a l s  and corporations. The fund shall be  i n v e s t e d  b y  the commis-

29 si on e r  of revenue. The c o m m i s s i o n e r  of revenue s h a l l  p r e p a r e  the
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permanent fund div idend a p p l i c a t i o n  to allow applicants to designate 

that $5 of the d iv idend be s u b t r a c t e d  from their check and deposited 

in the public access fund. The De pa r t m e n t  of Reven ue may use money in 

the pub li c access fund to pay adm in is tra ti ve  costs incurred u nd er  this 

subsection.

(b) Except as p ro vided in (a) of this section, the commissioner

shall admini ste r the fund. The commissioner, after public hearings

and in consu lta ti on  with the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of fish and game and the 

commissioner of transpo rt at io n a n d  pub lic  facilities, ma y use m on ey  in 

the fund to d e ve lo p boating access, including the purchase and lease 

of land, easements, and rights of w a y  to enhance public access to 

recreational areas.

(c) The title to rights of p u b l i c  access to recreational areas 

obtained by the commissioner v e s t s  in the state. The commissioner 

shall include in the instrument t ra nsferring title to the state a 

clause r equiring that the land be u s e d  for public access. If the land 

ceases to be available for p u b l i c  access, the state shall pay the 

market value of the land to the fund.

(d) If the state receives funds under 16 U.S.C. 777-777k (Sport

Fish R e s t o ra tio n Act), a p p r o x i m a t e l y  20 percent of the funds shall be 

used to implement the p ro vi si on s of this section. Expendi tur e of 

funds received by the state u n d e r  this subsection is subject to the 

approval of the commissioner of f is h  and game.

(e) The legislature ma y ap pr opriate to the fund.

(f) The commissioner ma y adopt regulations u n der  the A d m i n i s t r a­

tive Procedure Act (AS AA.62) that are necessary to implement this 

section.

*  Sec. 3. AS 38.50.010 is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 38.50.010. A U T H O RI ZA TIO N.  Subject to the requirements of
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this chapter, the director, w i t h  the concurrence of the commissioner, 

is authorized to dispose of state land or interest in land by e x ch an g­

ing it for land, interest in land, or other consideration. Exchanges 

shall be for the purpose of consolidating state land holdings, c re at­

ing land ownership and use patterns w hich will permit more effective 

administration of the state public domain, using funds from the public 

access fund to create access to waters of the state with hiRh value 

for recreational uses, facilitating the objectives of state programs, 

or other public purposes.
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