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1 IN THE SENATE B Y  T HE  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  SENATE B I L L  NO. 17 (Transportation)

3 IN THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S TA TE  OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S LA TU RE  - F I R S T  SESSION

5 A  BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "A n Act rel at i n g  to u n l a w f u l  p o s s e s s i o n  and v a n d a l i s m

7 of o ff i c i a l  traffic contro l devices, disr eg ar d of a

8 high wa y obstruction, an d damages to highways."

9 BE IT ENAC TED  BY TH E L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

10 * Section 1. AS 11.46 is a m en ded  by a d d i n g  new sectio ns  to read:

11 Sec. 11.46.460. D I S R E G A R D  OF A  H I G H W A Y  OBSTRUCTION. (a) A

12 pe rso n commits the crime of disregard of a h i g h w a y  ob s t r u c t i o n  if,

13 without the right to do so or a reaso na ble  g r o u n d  to b e l iev e the

14 pe rso n has the right, the person

15 (1) drives a v e hi cl e through, over, or ar ou n d  an  obstruc-

16 tion erected u p o n  a h i g h w a y  under a ut h o r i t y  of AS  19.10.100; or

17 (2) opens a n  obstruction erected u p o n  a h i gh wa y u n d e r

18 authority of AS 19.10.100.

19 (b) V i o l a t i o n  of this section is a class A  misdemeanor.

20 Sec. 11.46.462. U N L A W F U L  P O S S E S S I O N  OF O F F I C I A L  T R A F F I C  C O N T R O L

21 DEVICE, (a) A  p e r s o n  commits the c rime of u n l a w f u l  p o s s e s s i o n  of a n

22 official traffic control device if, w i th ou t the right to do so o r  a

23 reasonable gro un d to b e l ie ve  the p e r s o n  has the right, the p e r s o n  pos-

24 sesses an official t r a ff ic  control device.

25 (b) Un la wf ul  p o s s e s s i o n  of an  official t r a f f i c  control d ev i c e  is

26 a vio la tio n and is p un ish ab le  by a fine of

27 (1) not less th a n  $100 for the first offense; or

28 (2) not less t han $300 for each subse qu ent  offense.

29 * Sec. 2. AS  11.46.484(a) is amended to read:
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1 (a) A  p e r s o n  commits the c r i m e  of c ri m i n a l  m i s c h i e f  in the t h i r d

2 d e g r e e  if, h a v i n g  no right to do  so or an y r ea so n a b l e  g ro u n d  to be-

3 lieve the p e r s o n  has s uch a right

4 (1) w i t h  intent to d a m a g e  p r o p e r t y  of another, the p e r s o n

5 d a m a g e s  p r o p e r t y  of a n o th er  in a n  amount of $50 or m o r e  but less t h a n

6 $500;

7 (2) the p e r s o n  drives, tows away, or takes the p r o p e l l e d

8 v e h i c l e  of another;

9 (3) h a v i n g  custody of a p r o p e l l e d  v e h i c l e  u n d e r  a w r i t t e n

10 a greement w i t h  the o wn er  of the v e h i c l e  that includes an ag r e e m e n t  to

11 r e t u r n  the v e h i c l e  to the o wn er  at a s p e c i f i e d  time, the p e r s o n  k now-

12 ingly retains or w i t h hol ds  p o s s e s s i o n  of the v e h i c l e  w i t h o u t  the

13 consent of the owner for so long a p e r i o d  b e y o n d  the time s p e c i f i e d  as

1 4 to render the r et e n t i o n  or p o s s e s s i o n  of the v e h i c l e  a n  u n r e a s o n a b l e

15 d e v i a t i o n  fro m the agreement;

16 (4) the p e r s o n  t a m p e r s  w i t h  a fire p r o t e c t i o n  d e v i c e  in a

17 b u i l d i n g  that is a pu bl i c  place;

18 (5) the pe r s o n  k n o w i n g l y  a cc e s s e s  a computer, c o m p u t e r

19 system, co mp u t e r  program, c o m p u t e r  ne two rk , or [ANY] part of a com-

20 p u t e r  sy st em  or network; [OR]

21 (6) the pers on  us e s  a d e v i c e  to de sc r a m b l e  an e l e c t r o n i c

22 signal that has b e e n  s crambled to p r e v e n t  u n a u t h o r i z e d  r e c e i p t  or

23 v i e w i n g  of the signal unless the  d e v i c e  is used o n l y  to d e s c r a m b l e

24 signals re ce i v e d  directly fro m a s a t e l l i t e  or unless the p e r s o n  o w n e d

25 the device be fo re S eptember 18, 1 9 8 4 ; o r

26 (7) the person k n o w i n a l y  removes, relocates, d efaces.

27 alters, obscures, shoots at, des tr oys , or othe rw is e tampers w i t h  a n

28 official t r a ffi c control d e v i c e  o r  d a m a a e s  the w o r k  u p o n  a h i g h w a y

29 u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n .
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* Sec. 3. AS 11.46 is amended by adding a n e w  section to read:

Sec. 11.46.487. F O R F E I T U R E  OF PROPERTY U PO N  CONVICTION. F i r e­

arm s  and other p ersonal property, except a m o t o r  vehicle, used in aid

of  a v io l a t i o n  of AS 11.46.460, 11.46.462, or 11.46.484(a)(7) ma y be

f o r f e i t e d  to the state upon  c on vi ct ion  of the offender for the crime.

* Sec. 4. AS 11.46.490 is a m e n d e d  by adding new  paragraphs to read:

(5) "highway" has the m ean in g g i ven  in AS 19.45.001;

(6) "motor veh icle" has the m e a n i n g  given in AS 28.40.100;

(7) "official t ra ffi c control device" means a traffic 

c o n t r o l  device that has been p l a c e d  on a h i g h w a y  by authority of a 

s t a t e  or mu nicipal agency, a utility, or a contractor employed by a 

s t a t e  or m unicipal agency or a utility;

(8) "traffic control device" includes a sign, signal, road 

ma r ke r,  barricade, flare, w a r n i n g  light, reflector, railroad sign or 

signal, shield, insignia, milepost, or similar device intended to 

warn, inform, or control the flo w of pedestrian, equestrian, bicycle, 

o r  m oto r v e h ic le  traffic.

* Sec. 5. AS 19.25.040 is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 19.25.040. DAMAGE S TO STATE H IGH WA YS  AND ROADS. The c o m­

mi s s i o n e r  of adm in ist ra ti on  shall separately account for money d e p o s­

ite d  in the general fund that is derived from damages that are r e­

cov e r e d  from vehi cl e owners, drivers, other persons, or insurance 

companies for damage to p ro p e r t y  related to state-owned roads and 

highways, including bridges, overpasses, signal poles, street lights 

a n d  poles, traffic control devic es  [SIGNALS], guardrails, or fences. 

T h e  annual esti ma te d balance in the account may be use d by the legis­

lature to m a k e  appropri at io ns to the department for the purpose of 

rep ai ri ng the damage.

* Sec. 6. A S  19.25.030 is repealed.
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