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Referred: State A f f a i r s  and

Tra ns po rta t ion

1 I N  THE  SE NA TE  B Y  F AI KS

2 SE NAT E B I L L  NO. 17

3 IN TH E L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF AL A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION
i

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an Act entitled: "A n Act r e l a t i n g  to v a n d al is m of o ffi ci al  t r af fi c

7 control d e vi ce s a n d  damages to highways and  roads."

8 B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  TH E L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * S e c t i o n  1. AS 19 .25.030 is a m e n d e d  to read:

10 Sec. 19.25.030. D A M A G E S  T O  OBS TRU CT IO NS  [, SIGNS,] A N D  CON-

11 STRUCTION. The d r i v e r  or owner, or both, of a vehicle, self -p ro pe l-

12 ling or otherwise, w h i c h  pa sse s through, over A  or around an obs truc-

13 tion p l a c e d  u n d e r  au t h o r i t y  of AS 19.10.100, o r  a pe r s o n  w h o  opens [,

14 RE M O V E S  O R  DEFACES] an o b s t r u c t i o n  [OR WARNING SIGN] w i t h o u t  w r i t t e n

15 p e r m i s s i o n  from the e n g i n e e r  in charge of the high way  or the w o r k  on

16 the highway, or a p e r s o n  w h o  wilfully, knowingly, or  m a l i c i o u s l y

17 damag es the w o r k  u n d e r  constru ct io n,  is guilty of a m is de meanor.

18 * Sec. 2. AS 19.25.040 is a m e n d e d  to read:

19 Sec. 19.25.040. D A M A G E S  T O  S TAT E HI GH WA YS AN D ROADS. The com-

2 0  m i s s i o n e r  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  shall separately account for m o n e y  depos-

21 ited in the genera l fund that is deri ved  from  damages that are re-

22 c o ve re d from v e h i c l e  owners, drivers, o ther p e r s o n s . or i n s ur an ce

23 com pan ie s for dam a g e  to p r o p e r t y  related to s t a t e -o wn ed r oads an d

24 hi ghways, i n c lu din g bridges, overpasses, signal poles, street lights

25 and poles, traffic control d e v i c e s  [SIGNALS], guardrails, or fences.

26 The annual es t i m a t e d  b a lan ce  in the account may be u s e d  by the legis-

27 lature to make  a p p r opr ia ti on s to the department for the p u r p o s e  of

28 r e p a i r i n g  the damage.

29 * Sec. 3. AS 19.25 is am e n d e d  by adding n e w  sections to A r t i c l e  3 to
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1 read:

2 Sec. 19.25.050. POSSESSION OF OF FI CI AL T R A F F I C  CONTROL DEVICES.

3 (a) A  person, except an employee or an  agent of a state or municipal

A agency a c t i n g  in an official capacity, may not possess an official

5 traffic control device.

a
6 (b) A  person w ho violates this sect io n is guilty of a class B

7 m i s d e m e a n o r  and is p unishable by a fine of not less than $100 or more

8 than $5 0 0  for the first offense or by a fine of $500 for each

9 su bsequent offense.

10 Sec. 19.25.055. INTE RF ERE NC E WI T H  O F F I C I A L  TRAFFIC CONTROL

11 DEVICES. (a) A  person, except an employee or an agent of a state or

12 m u n i c i p a l  agency acting in an official capacity, ma y not remove, re-

13 locate, deface, alter, obscure, shoot at, destroy, or otherwise tamper

14 w it h  a n  official traffic control device.

15 (b) A  per so n who violates this section is guilty of a class B

16 m i s d e m e a n o r  and is punishable

17 (i) for the first offense, by a fine of not less than $300

18 or m o r e  than $500, or by a sentence of not m ore than six months, or by

19 both; and

20 (ii) for the second and eac h subsequent offense, by a fine

21 of not less than $500 or mo r e  t han $1,000, or by a sentence of not

22 less t h a n  six mo nt hs  or mor e than one year, or by both.

23 Sec. 19.25.060. FORFEI TU RE  OF PR OPERTY UPO N  CONVICTION. Motor

24 vehi cl es , firearms, and other personal p rop e r t y  used in aid of a

25 v i o l a t i o n  of AS 19.25.050 - 19.25.055 may be forfeited to the state

26 u p o n  conviction of the off en de r for the violation.

27 Sec. 19.25.065. DEFINITIONS. In AS 19.25.030 - 19.25.065

28 (1) "official traffic control device" means a traffic

29 cont ro l device placed on  a highway, road, or trail by authority of a
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state or municipal agency or its agent;

(2) "traffic control device" includes a sign, signal, road 

marker, barricade, flare, warning light, reflector, railroad sign or 

signal, shield, insignia, milepost, or similar device intended to 

warn, inform, or control the flow of pedestrian, equestrian, bicycle, 

or motor vehicle traffic.
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