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1 IN T H E  SENATE BY TH E FINANCE COMMITTEE

2 CS F O R  SENATE B I L L  NO. 3 (Finance)

3 IN T H E  L E G I SL AT UR E OF  THE STATE OF ALA S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESSION

5 A  B I L L

6 For a n  Act entitled: " A n  Act re la tin g to m o t o r  vehic le  registration and

7 r e g is tra ti on  plates; and p roviding for a n  effective

8 date."

9 BE IT  E N A C T E D  BY  THE LE G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

10 * S e ct ion  1. AS 2 8 . 1 0. 05 1 is a m e n d e d  to read:

11 Sec. 28.10.051. D EP AR T M E N T  M A Y  SUSPEND OR  REVOKE REGISTRATION.

12 T he  d epartment m a y  suspend or revo ke  the re gistration of a vehicle,

13 the cer ti fic at e of regi st rat io n or a r e g is tr at ion  plate [PLATES] for a

14 vehicle, or a s p ec ia l permit w h e n

15 (1) the department determ ine s that the registration or

16 certificate, p l a t e ^  or permit w as  fraudulently pr ocured o r  erroneously

17 issued;

18 (2) the department deter mi ne s that a r egistered vehicle is

19 m e c h a n i c a l l y  u n s a f e  to be d r i v e n  or m o v e d  on a highway, ve hicular w a y

20 or area, or o t h e r  public p r o p e r t y  in this state and the vehicle has

21 b e e n  seized or impounded u n d e r  AS 28.05.091;

22 (3) a registered v e h i c l e  has been scrapped, dismantled or

23 d e s t r o y e d  b e y o n d  repair;

24 (4) the department determines that a required fee or tax

25 has not b een p a i d  and the fee or tax is not p aid u p o n  reasonable

26 no tic e and demand;

27 (5) a registration plate, permit, or certificate is know-

28 ingly d i s p l a y e d  up o n  a v e h i c l e  other than the vehicle for w hich is-

29 sued;
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1 (6) the department determines that the owner of a vehicle

2 has committed an offense under this chapter involving the registration

3 or the certificate, plate, or permit to be suspended or revoked;

4 (7) the vehicle has been reported to the department as

5 stolen or unlawfully converted; or

6 (8) the department is otherwise required to do so u n de r the

7 laws of this state.

8 * Sec. 2. AS 28.10.091 is amended to read:

9 Sec. 28.10.091. LOST OR M UTILATED CERTIFICATE [CERTIFICATES] OF

10 REGISTRATION OR RE GIS TRATION PLATE [PLATES], If a certificate of

11 registration or a registration plate is lost, stolen, mut il at ed or

12 becomes illegible, the owner or legal representative or successor in

13 interest of the owner of the vehicle for w hich the certificate or

14 plate was issued as shown by the records of the department shall,

15 immediately u pon discovering the fact, apply for a duplicate or sub-

16 stitute certificate of registration or registration plate and shall

17 return to the department all parts of the original certificate of

18 registration or the registration plate [PLATES] that the applicant

19 possesses.

20 * Sec. 3. AS 28.10.108(g) is amended to read:

21 (g) The department shall issue to the registered owner, u pon

22 receipt of the pro pe r application and fees, a registration plate, tab

23 [PLATES, TABS] and registration form displaying the m o nt h and y ea r  in

24 w h ic h the registration expires.

25 * Sec. 4. AS 28.10.108(h) is amended to read:

26 (h) The department shall mail notice of registration expiration

27 to the registered owner of record at the owner's m a il ing  address as

28 shown in the records of the department. An  owner of a vehicle subject

29 to registration who has received notice u nder this subsection may
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renew registration of the vehi cl e by re turning the not ic e form, t o­

gether with appropriate fees, to the department by mail  p o s t m a r k e d  no 

later than the fifth day of the re gis tration renewal peri od  s h o w n  upon  

the vehicle's current registration or notice form. U p o n  receipt of a 

timely postmarked registration renewal and the appropriate fees and 

taxes, the department shall renew the r egi st r a t i o n  and m ail the c u r­

rent registration card and registration plate or tab [PLATES O R  TABS] 

to the owner at the owner's m a il in g address as shown in the d e p a r t­

ment 's r e co rd s.

* Sec. 5. AS 28.10.111(b) is amended to read:

(b) The department may receive an a p p l i c a t i o n  for the rene wa l of 

vehicle registration and issue a new ce rt ifi ca te  of r e g i s t r a t i o n  at 

any time before the expiration of the annual r e g i s t r a t i o n  as p r e­

scribed in regulations adopted by the commissioner. No t h i n g  in this 

section prevents the commissioner from p r o v i d i n g  for m u l t i - y e a r  r e g i s­

tration; however, a person m ay  not display the n e w  r e g i s t r a t i o n  plate 

[PLATES] on a vehicle before a date w h i c h  m a y  be set by the co mm i s­

sioner.

* Sec. 6. AS 28.10.161(a) is amended to read:

(a) The [EXCEPT AS PR OV IDE D IN AS 2 8 . 1 0 . 1 8 1 ( i ) , THE] department, 

up o n  registering a vehicle, shall issue the owner one fully reflector- 

ized registration plate for the [A T R A I L E R  O R  A  M O T O R C Y C L E  AND  TWO 

FULLY REFLECTORIZED REGISTRATION PLATES F OR E VE RY OTHER] vehicle. 

Except as specifically p rovided in AS  28.10.181, the p l a t e  must [OR 

PLATES SHALL] remain with the vehicle as long as the v e h i c l e  is s u b­

ject to registration under this chapter.

*  Sec. 7. AS 28.10.171(b) is amended to read:

(b) Every registration plate issued u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  shall be 

securely fastened to the rear of the v e h i c l e  to w h i c h  it is assigned,
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1 w i t h  t h e  u p p e r  edge of the plate h o r i z o n t a l ,  at a height of n o t  less

2 than 12 inches from  the gr ou nd m e a s u r i n g  from the b o t t o m  of t h e  plate,

3 and m a i n t a i n e d  in a l o c a t i o n  and c o n d i t i o n  so as to be clea rl y legi-

4 ble. However, w h e n  c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y  to in su re  legibility, the

5 c o m m i s s i o n e r  ma y p r o v i d e  by r e g u l a t i o n  for a n oth er  m e t h o d  of installa-

6 tion.

7 * Sec. 8. A S  2 8. 10 .181(a) is amen de d to read:

8 (a) The dep ar t m e n t  shall r e g i s t e r  uni qu e and special v e h i c l e s

9 and v e h i c l e s  u se d  for special p u r p o s e s  and issue r e g i s t r a t i o n  plates

10 as p r o v i d e d  in this section. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  o t h e r  p ro vi si ons  of this

11 chapter, a r e g i s t r a t i o n  plate [PLATES] issued u n d e r  this secti on

12 r e m ain s [REMAIN] w i t h  the pers on  or  o r g a n i z a t i o n  to w h o m  it w a s  [THEY

13 ARE] is s u e d  w h e n  v e h i c l e  o wnership is tr a n s f e r r e d  o r  title or  interest

14 in the v e h i c l e  is assigned, except for a p la te  [PLATES] i s s u e d  u nder

15 (b), (h)A  and (i) of this section. A  r e g i s t r a t i o n  plate [RE GI ST RA TIO N

16 PLATES] issued u n d e r  this section m a y  not be u s e d  on, or t r a n s f e r r e d

17 to, a v e h ic le  other t h a n  the v e h i c l e  for w h i c h  the plate w a s  [PLATES

18 ARE] is sue d without the approval of the de pa r t m e n t  and paymen t of any

19 r e q u i r e d  fees and taxes p r e s c r i b e d  in AS 28.10. 42 1( d),  2 8 . 1 0 . 4 3 1  and

20 2 8.10.441; however, if a plate [THE PLATES] is su ed  under (c), ( f ) . or

21 [AND] (j) of this s e c t i o n  is [ARE] tra n s f e r r e d  to a vehicle f o r  w h i c h

22 the reg is t r a t i o n  fee is m ore than  the fee for the vehi cl e f r o m  w h i c h

23 the p l a t e  was [PLATES ARE] transferred, the o w n e r  shall pay the  dif-

24 f e re nc e b e t wee n the two fees. A  r e g i s t r a t i o n  plate [ RE G I S T R A T I O N

25 PLATES] issued u n d e r  this section to w h i c h  a p e r s o n  is n o  longer

26 e n t i t l e d  or a plate that has b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  [THE T R A N S F E R  OF THE

27 PLATES] to another v e h i c l e  w h i c h  the d epa rt me nt  does not a p p r o v e  shall

28 be ret ur ne d i m m e di at ely  to the d e p a r t m e n t  by the per s o n  o r  organiza-

29 t i o n  to wh o m  the p l a t e  was [PLATES WERE] o r i g i n a l l y  issued.

CSSB 3 (Fin) -4- SB0003d



* Sec. 9. AS 28.10.181(b) is amended to read:

(b) H is tor ic  vehicles. The ow ne r of a n  his to ri c vehicle m a y  

make a p p l ic ati on  for special regi str at io n u n d e r  this subsection. The  

department, w h e n  satisfied that the vehi cl e me et s the requirements for 

h i s t o r i c  vehicle r e g is tr at ion  under regulations adopted by the c o m m i s­

sioner, shall r eg ist er  the vehi cl e and issue a [TWO] permanent r e g i s­

tra t i o n  plate [PLATES] of d is ti nc tiv e des ig n and color bearing no 

date. This plate must [THESE PLATES] remain w i t h  the vehicle as long 

as it is r egistered under this subsection. A  vehicle [VEHICLES] 

q u a l i f y i n g  for r e g is tr at ion  under this s u bs ec ti on shall be issued a 

r e g i s t r a t i o n  plate [PLATES] number ed in a separate numerical series 

b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  "Historic Ve h i c l e  No. 1."

* Sec. 10. AS 28.10.181(c) is amended to read:

(c) Special request plate [PLATES]. U p o n  application by the 

o w n e r  of a p a s se ng er  vehicle, noncom mer ci al  v a n  or pick-up truck, or 

m o t o r  home, the department may des i g n  and issue a registration p l a t e  

[PLATES] co ntaining a series of not more th a n  six letters or numb er s 

or  combination of letters and numbers as reque st ed  by the owner. The 

d epa rt me nt  may, in its discretion, disapp ro ve the issuance of a r e g i s­

tr a t i o n  plate [PLATES] u n d e r  this subsec tio n wh e n  the requested s y m­

bol s  are a du pl ic ati on  of an exi sting r e g i st rat io n or whe n the symbols 

are  considered una cce pt ab le  by the department.

* Sec. 11. AS 28.10.181(f) is amend ed  to read:

(f) Vehicles owned by elected state officials. The department 

s hall issue a special r eg is t r a t i o n  plate [PLATES] to each incumbent 

e l e c t e d  state official for display on a n o n c o m m er ci al motor v e h i c l e  

[VEHICLES] owned and d r i v e n  by the official. The department shall 

n u m b e r  or des ig n the p l a t e  [PLATES] so that r egi stration by an e l e ct ed 

state official is indicated u p o n  the plate [PLATES]. The r eg istration
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plate [PLATES] issued u nd er  this subsection remains [REMAIN] w i t h  the 

owner of the vehicle only during the official's term of office.

*  Sec. 12. AS 28.10.181(g) is amended to read:

(g) Vehicles owned by consular officers of foreign governments. 

A vehicle owned by a consular officer of a foreign government shall be 

issued a registration plate [PLATES] displaying the title "consular 

corps" or "cc." However, the commissioner may waive the registration 

of consular vehicles and the payment of fees and taxes when consistent 

with international treaties or agreements.

* Sec. 13. AS 28.10.181(h) is amended to read:

(h) Vehicles owned by ranchers, farmers, and dairymen. A  v e h i­

cle not exceeding an unladen total gross weight of 16,000 pounds, 

owned by a person deriving the person's primary source of livelihood 

from the operation of a ranch, farm, or dairy where the perso n resides 

full-time, and which vehicle is used exclusively to transport the 

person's own ranch, farm, or dairy products to and from the market or

to transport supplies, commodities or equipment to be used on the

person's ranch, farrn^ or dairy, may be registered under this su b­

section and may be issued a registration plate [PLATES] of a di s t i n c­

tive design or sys te m of numbering.

* Sec. 14. AS 28.10.181(i) is amended to read:

(i) Amateur mobile radio station vehicles. A  validly licensed 

amateur radio operator who presents satisfactory proof that the owner 

holds an unexpired Federal Communications Commission amateur radio 

operator's license of any renewable class, and who presents satisfac­

tory proof that the vehicle contains or carries an amateur radio 

transmitter and receiving unit of a type applicable to the license 

class applied for, and who is permitted by law to operate a fixed 

station, may register one amateur mobile radio station vehicle for
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each radio license issued by the federal government and may receive 

for the v e h ic le  a distinctive r e g i s t r a t i o n  plate [PLATES I N S T E A D  OF 

REGUL AR REGISTRATION P L A T E S ] . The n u m b e r  on  the pl at e [PLATES] shall 

be the radio call sign of the owner.

* Sec. 15. A S  28.10.1 8 1 ( j ) is amended to read:

(j) Vehicles owned by dealers. A  st at e- reg is te re d and bon d e d  

vehicle d eal e r  may apply for dealer r e g is tr ati on  plates. A  plate 

issued u n d e r  this subsection may be u se d  only on dealer-owned v eh i c l e s  

during the routine and normal course of the dealer's business, e x c l u d­

ing service vehicles, or for tra nsp or ti ng  an unreg ist er ed  ve h i c l e  from 

a port of entry to the dealer's facilities or from one d e a l e r  to 

another or, in the case of a house trailer, from the retail facility 

to a trailer space. If the dealer sells or transfers the vehicle, the 

dealer p late [PLATES] may be used on the vehic le by the new o w n e r  or 

transferee for a period of not more t han five days after the sale or

transfer. The department may seize the dea ler  plate [PLATES] if it has

reason to believe that the plate is [PLATES ARE] b ei ng  used to defeat 

the purposes of, or is [ARE] in v i o l a t i o n  of, this chapter.

41 Sec. 16. AS 28.10.181(1) is amended to read:

(1) Vehicles owned by former pri so ne rs of war. The department, 

upo n receipt of written proof, may issue without charge a special 

registration plate [PLATES] for one n o n c o mm er ci al  m ot or v e hi cl e to a 

person w ho  has been a pri soner of w a r  du r i n g  a de cl are d war or other

conflict, as determined by the Departm en t of Defe ns e u nder federal

regulations. The design and color of the pr is on er of w a r  plate 

[PLATES] shall be solely w it h i n  the d i s c r e t i o n  of the commissioner.

*  Sec. 17. AS 28.10.181(m) is amended to read:

(m) Special request plate [PLATES] for A la s k a  Na ti on al G uard

personnel. Upon application by the o w n e r  of a pa ssenger vehicle,
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n o n c o m m e r c i a l  v a n  or p i c k - u p  truck, or m o t o r  ho m e  wh o pr es ent s s a t i s­

factory  p r o o f  of current m e m b e r s h i p  in the A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  Guard, the 

d e p a r t m e n t  may  d e s i g n  and issue a r e g i s t r a t i o n  p l a t e  [PLATES] that 

i d e n t i f i e s  [IDENTIFY] the vehic le  as r e g i s t e r e d  to a m e m b e r  of the 

A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  Guard. T h e  owner shall re t u r n  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  p l a t e  

[PLATES] to the depar tme nt  wi thi n 10 days fo l l o w i n g  d i s c h a r g e  fr o m  the 

A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  Guard.

* Sec. 18. AS 28.10.271(a) is amended to read:

(a) W h e n  the owner of a regi ste re d v e h i c l e  tra nsf er s or  a s si gn s 

the o w n e r ' s  title or interest in the vehicle, the r e g i s t r a t i o n  of the 

v e h i c l e  expires; however, the r e g i s t r a t i o n  p l a t e  remains [PLATES 

R E MA IN ] on the v e hi cl e except as ot h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  in AS 28.10 .1 81 .

* Sec. 19. AS 28 .1 0.281(b) is amend ed to read:

(b) A  v e h ic le  t r a n s fer re d to a d e a l e r  m a y  not be d r i v e n  u n l e s s  

it is r e - r e g i s t e r e d  u n d e r  this chap te r or is d r i v e n  u n d e r  a d e a l e r  

r e g i s t r a t i o n  pl at e [PLATES] issued u n d e r  AS 2 8 . 1 0 . 181(j ).

* Sec. 20. AS 2 8.10.331 is amended to read:

Sec. 28.10.331. D EPA R T M E N T  TO IS SU E N E W  C E R T I F I C A T E S  OF T I T L E

A N D  R E G I S T RA TIO N.  The department, u p o n  receipt of the c e r t i f i c a t e  of 

t i t l e  p r o p e r l y  endorsed, the ce rti fi ca te  of r e gi st rat io n,  the r e g i s­

tr a t i o n  p l ate  [PLATES], if any, the a p p l i c a t i o n  for n e w  ti tl e and 

r e g i s t r a t i o n  and all r equired fees and taxes, shall issue a c e r t i f i­

cate of title and a certificate of r e g i s t r a t i o n  to the t r a n s f e r e e  or 

the l i e n h o l d e r  lawfully entitled to the certificates.

* Sec. 21. AS 28.10.351 is amended to read:

Sec. 28.10.351. D I S M AN TL IN G O R  W R E C K I N G  V EH ICLE. A  p e r s o n  who

di s m a nt le s,  scraps^ or destroys a r e g i s t e r e d  v e h i c l e  shall i m m e d i a t e l y  

f o r w a r d  to the depart me nt  the c e r ti fi ca te s of title and r e g i s t r a t i o n  

a n d  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  plate [PLATES] for the vehicle.
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* Sec. 22. AS 2 8. 1 0 . 4 2 1 ( d ) (10) is amended to read:

(10) dealer r e gi str at io n plate [PLATES],

(A) an [THE] initial plate [SET OF PLATES] . . . $45;

(B) eac h subsequent plate [SET OF PLATES]. . . . $25;

* Sec. 23. AS 28.10.441 is amended to read:

Sec. 28.10.441. SCHEDULE OF OTHER FEES AN D CHARGES. The follow­

ing fees and charges are imposed by the department for the stated

services w h i c h  it provides:

(1) title fee (including transfer of t i t l e ) .............  $ 5;

(2) lien filing f e e ...........................................  $ 5;

(3) replacement of any regi st ra tio n plate [SET], including

a special request plate [PLATES] .......................................  $ 5;

(4) duplicate of original certificate of t i t l e   $ 5;

(5) duplicate of certificate of r e g i s t r a t i o n ...........  $ 2;

(6) temporary pr er eg istration permit issued u nder AS 28.- 

10.031 ........................................................................ none;

(7) special transport permit issued under AS 28.10.151 ...

..................................................................................  $ 5;

(8) special permit for vehicle u sed for transport... of d i s­

abled or h a n d ic app ed  pe r s o n  as provided in AS 2 8 . 1 0 . 2 1 5 ........ none.

* Sec. 24. A S  28.10.461 is amended to read:

Sec. 28.10.461. DRIVING VEHIC LE W I THO UT  EVIDENCE OF REGIS TRA­

TION. Except as otherwise expressly p e r m it ted  in this chapter, a 

pe rs on  ma y not drive or move, no r may an owner knowingly permit to be 

dri ve n or moved, on a highway or vehi cul ar  way or area, a vehicle 

required to be registered un der  this chapter unless a v a l i d  re gistra­

tion plate, decal, or permit [PLATES, DE CA LS  OR PERMITS] for the 

current r e g is tra ti on  period is [ARE] attached to and displayed on the 

vehic le in the mann er  required by this chapter, and unless a valid
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certificate of registration for the current registration period is 

carried, as required by this chapter, in the vehicle and is available 

for inspection by a peace officer or an authorized representative of 

the department.

* Sec. 25. AS 28.10.171(a) is repealed.

* Sec. 26. This Act takes effect January 1, 1989.

CSSB 3(Fin) -10- SB0003d


