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B Y  T H E  L A B O R  A N D
1 I N  T H E  H O U S E  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E

2 H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 71

3 IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

A F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to b i d d i n g  o n  p u b l i c l y  fund e d

6 c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  in the U n i t e d

7 S t a t e s  a nd o t h e r  nations.

8 B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

9 WHEREAS existing law provides for the establishment, operation, and

10 m a i n t e n a n c e  of f o r e i g n  trade zones at the p o r t s  of e n t r y  into the U n i t e d

11 S t a t e s  to e x p e d i t e  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  f o r e i g n  c o m m e r c e  and f or o t h e r  pu r p o s e s ;

12 a nd

13 W H E R E A S  U n i t e d  States law an d  p r a c t i c e  g e n e r a l l y  e n able r e s ident

14 a l i e n s  a n d  f o r e i g n  c o m p a n i e s  to b e c o m e  l i c e n s e d  c o n t r a c t o r s  in the U n i t e d

15 S t ates a n d  to e n t e r  into c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  on  p u b l i c l y  fund e d  c o n s truc-

16 t i o n  pr o j e c t s ;  a nd

17 WHEREAS Un i t e d  States construction companies are systematically pre-

18 e l u d e d  by  the l i c e n s i n g ,  corporate, a nd o t h e r  laws and p r a c t i c e s  of some

19 f o r e i g n  n a t i o n s  f r o m  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p e t i n g  f or w o r k  in  t h ose nations,

20 w h i l e  the c i t i z e n s  of those n a t i o n s  a c t i v e l y  e n g a g e  in t he c o n s t r u c t i o n  of

21 publicly funded projects in the United States; and

22 W H E R E A S  the g o v e r n m e n t s  in m a n y  of t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  a c t i v e l y  s u b s i d i z e

23 a n d  a s sist t h e i r  c i t i z e n s  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o m p a n i e s  in  a m a n n e r  that is

24 p r o h i b i t e d  by  t he laws of the U n i t e d  States; a nd

25 W H E R E A S  this s u b s i d y  a nd a s s i s t a n c e  g i v e s  f o r e i g n  c o n t r a c t o r s  an

26 u n f a i r  c o m p e t i t i v e  a d v a n t a g e  o v e r  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c o n t r a c t o r s  w h e n  b i d d i n g

27 for p u b l i c l y  f u n d e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  in the U n i t e d  States; a nd

28 W H E R E A S  t he U n i t e d  States C o n g r e s s  is c u r r e n t l y  c o n s i d e r i n g  legisla-

29 t i o n  that w o u l d  p r o h i b i t  the u s e  of f i s c a l  y e a r  1988 f u nds for p u b l i c  w o rks
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construction contracts with contractors or subcontractors of a foreign 

country or w i t h  a supplier of products of a foreign country while the 

foreign country is listed by the Un i t e d  States Trade Representative as a 

nation that denies fair and equitable market opportunities for products and 

services of the United States in procurement and bidding;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Al a s k a  State Legislature urges the Congress to 

incorporate amendments in all appropriation measures pend in g  before C o n­

gress to prohibit foreign citizens and foreign companies from bidding on 

publicly funded construction projects in the U n i t e d  States while the United 

States Trade Representative lists their country as a nation that denies 

fair and equitable market opportunities for the products and services of 

the United States in the procurement and bidding for certain construction 

contracts; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the A l a s k a  State L e g is lature urges the United 

States Congress to encourage reciprocity agreements in w h i c h  the United 

States and a foreign nation allow the citizens and companies of b oth 

nations the opportunity to bid on publicly funded construction projects.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Ronald 

Reagan, President of the United States; the H o norable George Bush, Vice- 

President of the United States and President of the United States Senate; 

the Honorable George P. Shultz, U.S. Secretary of State; the Honorable John 

C. Stennis, President Pro Tempore of the United States Senate; the H o n o r­

able Robert C. Byrd, Majority L e a d e r  of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Jim 

Wright, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives; the Honorable Ernest 

F. Rollings, Chairman of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation; the Honorable L loyd Bentsen, C h a i r m a n  of the Senate C o m m i t­

tee on Finance; the Honorable C l aiborne Pell, C h a i r m a n  of the Senate C o m­

mittee on Foreign Relations; the Honorable John D. Dingell, Chairman of the 

House Committee on Energy and Commerce; the Hon o r a bl e  Dante B. Fascell,
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1 C h a i r m a n  o f  t he H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ;  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  D a n

2 R o s t e n k o w s k i , C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  W a y s  a n d  M e a n s ;  a n d  to  t he

3 H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i ,  U.S .  S e n a t o r s ,  a n d

4  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Y o u n g ,  U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of t h e  A l a s k a  d e l e g a -

5 t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .
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