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1 I N  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 70 ( R e s ources) am  S

3 IN  T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  STATE OF  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E COND S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to the n e e d  for i c e - c a p a b l e

6 ships for Arctic research.

7 B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  TH E  S T ATE OF ALASKA:

8 W H E R E A S  t h e  r e n e wable r e s o u r c e s  of the A m e r i c a n  Arctic, s p e c i f i c a l l y

9 f i s h  and s h e l l f i s h ,  represent one of the n a t i o n ' s  g r e atest co m m e r c i a l

10 a s sets w i t h  t he v a l u e  of the B e r i n g  Sea f i s heries a l o n e  b e i n g  e s t i m a t e d  at

11 $ 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e r  year; and

12 W H E R E A S  t he A m e r i c a n  A r c t i c  is a v i t a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  r e a r i n g  a nd f e e ding

13 g r o u n d  for b o t t o m f i s h ,  king crab, a nd a m a j o r i t y  of the s a l m o n  s t ocks that

14 serve as c o r n e r s t o n e s  for a large n u m b e r  of s u b s i s t e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  in the

15 state; and

16 W H E R E A S  the b i o l ogical a n d  p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t he A m e r i c a n

17 A r c t i c  are i m p o r t a n t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to p r o d u c i n g  large n u m b e r s  of fish a nd

18 s h e l l f i s h  in t h e  area and in d e t e r m i n i n g  optimal o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  harvest-

19 ing the fish a n d  shellfish; and

20 W H E REAS t h e  A m e r i c a n  A r c t i c  has b e e n  d e f i n e d  by the U.S. C o n g r e s s  in

21 the A r c t i c  R e s e a r c h  and P o l i c y  A ct of 1 9 8 4  to i n c l u d e  bodies of w a t e r  that

22 are of great i m p o r t a n c e  to A l a s k a ,  s uch as the B e r i n g  Sea, the C h u k c h i  Sea,

23 and the A r c t i c  Ocean; and

24 WHEREAS the Arctic Research Commission has reported to the President

25 an d  the C o n g r e s s  that r e s e a r c h  in the A r c t i c  O c e a n  a n d  m a r g i n a l  seas is

26 v i t a l  not o n l y  to the m a n a g e m e n t  of r e n e w a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  but a l s o  to na-

27 tion a l  s e c u rity, p r e d i c t i o n  of  w e a t h e r  and climate, a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  of

28 n o n r e n e w a b l e  resources; and

29 W H E R E A S  t he c o m m i s s i o n  a lso r e p o r t e d  that m o s t  A r c t i c - r i m  c o u n t r i e s
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1 p o s s e s s  A r c t i c  t e c h n o l o g i e s  f a r  m o r e  a d v a n c e d  t h a n  t h ose c u r r e n t l y  avai l -

2 a b l e  i n  the U n i t e d  S t a tes, w h i c h  t h r e a t e n s  o u r  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  a n d  se-

3 v e r e l y  a f f e c t s  the a b i l i t y  of  U n i t e d  S t ates c i t i z e n s  to c o m p e t e  i n  the

4  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  the r e s o u r c e s  of t h e  A r c t i c ;  a n d

5 W H E R E A S  t he types of r e s e a r c h  n e e d e d  to i n c r e a s e  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of

6 t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of the e c o s y s t e m s  o f  t h e  B e r i n g  Sea, t he B e a u f o r t  Sea, a n d

7 t h e  C h u k c h i  S e a  i n c l u d e  e l e m e n t s  r e l a t e d  to p h y s i c a l  f e a t u r e s  s u c h  as ice

8 e d g e s  a n d  h y d r o g r a p h i c  s t r u c t u r e s ;  a n d

9 W H E R E A S  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d o e s  n o t  hav e  t he ships r e q u i r e d  to c o n d u c t

10 thi s  r e s e a r c h ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  t h e  d e a c t i v a t i o n  of the U.S. C o ast G u a r d

11 I c e b r e a k e r  "G l a c i e r " ;  a nd

12 W H E R E A S  s e v e r a l  f o r e i g n  i c e b r e a k e r s  are c u r r e n t l y  idle b e c a u s e  o f  t he

13 d o w n t u r n  in t he oil i n d u s t r y ,  a nd o n e  of t h e s e  v e s s e l s  m i g h t  be m o d i f i e d

14 a n d  p u t  u n d e r  c h a r t e r  to m e e t  i m m e d i a t e  n e e d s ;  a nd

15 W H E R E A S  s p o n s o r s h i p  of c u r r e n t l y  n e g l e c t e d  r e s e a r c h  in b a s i c  o c ean-

16 o g r a p h i c  s c i e n c e  is a n e c e s s a r y  a n d  p r o p e r  f u n c t i o n  of the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n -

17 m e n t  in  o r d e r  to f u l f i l l  n a t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e s  in  A r c t i c  r e s e a r c h ;

18 B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  that th e  A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  s t r o n g l y  u r g e s  the

19 U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s  to a u t h o r i z e

20 (1) c o n s t r u c t i o n  of n e w  i c e b r e a k i n g  v e s s e l s  for u s e  in A r c t i c

21 re s e a r c h ;

22 (2) u p g r a d i n g  of  at l e a s t  one of t h e  p l a n n e d  U.S. N a v y  a d d i t i o n s

23 to t he fleet or  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a n  a d d i t i o n a l  v e s s e l  c a p a b l e  of  A r c t i c

24 r e s e a r c h ;  a nd

25 (3) i m m e d i a t e  l e a sing, o r  l e a s i n g  w i t h  a n  o p t i o n  to buy, of a

26 f o r e i g n  i c e b r e a k e r  f or u s e  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  A r c t i c  research.

27 C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  G e o r g e  Bush,

28 V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and P r e s i d e n t  of the U.S. S e n ate; t h e

29 H o n o r a b l e  D o n a l d  P. H o d e l ,  S e c r e t a r y  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of th e  I n t e rior; t h e  W '
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1 H o n o r a b l e  J i m  W r i g h t ,  S p e a k e r  of  t h e  U.S. H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  a n d  to

2 t he H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i ,  U.S .  S e n a t o r s ,

3 a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Y o u n g ,  U.S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a

4 d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .
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