
t

Offered: 4/7/88 5-2075B
Referred: Rules

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  R e s o u r c e s  C om m it te e

1  I N  TH E  HOUSE  BY TH E  R E S O U R C E S  COM MITT EE

2  C S  F O R  HOUSE  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO.  7 0  ( R e s o u r c e s )

3  I N  THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  SECOND S E S S I O N

5  R e l a t i n g  to the need  for i c e * c a p a b l e

6 s h i p s  for A r c t i c  r e s e a r c h .

7 B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A :

8 WHEREAS the renewable r e s o u r c e s  o f  the Ame ric an  A r c t i c ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y

9 f i s h  and s h e l l f i s h ,  r e p r e s e n t  one of  the n a t i o n ' s  g r e a t e s t  commercial

1 0  assets with the v alue of the Bering Sea fisheries alone b ei n g  estimated at

11 $2,000,000,000 per year; and

1 2  WHEREAS the Amer ican A r c t i c  i s  a v i t a l l y  important r e a r in g  and f e e d i n g

1 3  ground for b o t t o m f i s h ,  k ing c r a b ,  and a m a jo r i t y  of the salmon s t o c k s  that

1 4  s e r v e  as co rn er sto n es  for a large  number of s u b s i s t e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  the

1 5  s t a t e ;  and

1 6  WHEREAS the b i o l o g i c a l  and p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  the American

1 7  A r c t i c  are important with r e s p e c t  to producing large numbers of f i s h  and

1 8  s h e l l f i s h  i n  the area and i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  op timal o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for h a r v e s t -

1 9  i n g  the f i s h  and s h e l l f i s h ;  and

20 WHEREAS the American Arctic has bee n defined by the U . S .  Congress in

2 1  the Arctic Research and Policy Act of 1 9 8 4  to include bodies of w at e r  that

2 2  are of great importance  to A l a s k a ,  such as the B e r i n g  S e a ,  the  Chukchi S e a ,

2 3  and the A r c t i c  Oc ean; . .and

2 4  WHEREAS the A r c t i c  R e s e a r c h  C o m m i s s i o n  has repor ted  to the P r e s i d e n t

2 5  and the C on gr ess  that r e se a r c h  i n  the A r c t i c  Ocean and marginal s e a s  i s

2 6  v i t a l  not only to the management of renewable  r e s o u r c e s  but also to na-

2 7  t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y ,  p r e d i c t i o n  of  weather and c l i m a t e ,  and develop men t of

2 8  nonrenewable r e s o u r c e s ;  and

2 9  WHEREAS the c o m m i ss i o n  a l s o  r e p o r t e d  that most A r c t i c - r i m  c o u n tr i e s
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p o s s e s s  A r c t i c  t e c h n o l o g i e s  far more advanced than th o se  c u rr e n tl y  a v a i l ­

a b l e  i n  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  which t h r e a t e n s  our na t io n a l s e c u r i t y  and s e ­

v e r e l y  a f f e c t s  the a b i l i t y  of U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c i t i z e n s  to c o m p e t e  i n  the  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  the r e s o u r c e s  o f  the  A r c t i c ;  and

WHEREAS th e  t y p e s  of  r e s e a r c h  n e e d e d  to i n c r e a s e  our u n d e r s t a n d in g  of  

t h e  str uct ur e  o f  the e c o s y s t e m s  of the  B e r i n g  S e a ,  the B e a u f o r t  S e a ,  and 

t h e  Chukchi S e a  in c l u d e  e l e m e n t s  r e l a t e d  to p h y s i c a l  f e a t u r e s  s u c h  as  i c e  

e d g e s  and hydrographic  s t r u c t u r e s ;  and

WHEREAS  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d oe s  not have the  s h i p s  r e q u i r e d  to conduct 

t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  the d e a c t i v a t i o n  of the  U . S .  C o a s t  Guard 

I c e b r e a k e r  " G l a c i e r " ;  and

WHEREAS s e v e r a l  f o r e i g n  i c e b r e a k e r s  are currently i d l e  b e c a u s e  of  the  

downturn i n  the  o i l  i n d u s t r y ,  and one of  t h e s e  v e s s e l s  mi gh t b e  m o d i f i e d  

and put under charter to meet  i m m e d i a t e  n e e d s ;  and

WHEREAS  s p o n s o r s h i p  of currently n e g l e c t e d  r e s e a r c h  i n  b a s i c  o c ea n ­

o g r a ph ic  s c i e n c e  i s  a n e c e s s a r y  and p r o p e r  f u n ct io n  of  the  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n ­

ment i n  order to f u l f i l l  nat ion al  o b j e c t i v e s  i n  A r c t i c  r e s e a r c h ;

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  s t r o n g l y  u r g e s  the  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s  to auth or ize

( 1 )  c o ns tr uct ion  of  a new i c e b r e a k i n g  v e s s e l  for u s e  i n  A r c t i c

r e s e a r c h ;

( 2 )  upgrading of at l e a s t  one of the  planned U . S .  Navy a d d i t i o n s  

to the f l e e t  or c o ns t r uc t io n o f  an a d d i t i o n a l  v e s s e l  c a p a b l e  o f  A r c t i c  

r e s e a r c h ;  and

( 3 )  i m m e d i a t e  l e a s i n g ,  or l e a s i n g  w it h  an o p t i o n  to b u y ,  o f  a 

f o r e i g n  i c e b r e a k e r  fo r  u s e  i n  c o n n e c ti o n  w it h A r c t i c  r e s e a r c h .

C O P I E S  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  se n t to the Ho norable  G e o r g e  B u s h ,  

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  of the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and P r e s i d e n t  of the  U . S .  S e n a t e ;  the  

Honorable Donald P .  H o d e l ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  the Department o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ;  the
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1  Hono ra ble  J i m  W r i g h t ,  S p e a k e r  o f  the  U . S .  H o u se  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  and to

2  the  Ho norable  T e d  S t e v e n s  and the  Honorable  Frank Mu r k ow sk i ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s ,

3  and th e  Honorable  Don Young,  U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the  A l a s k a

4  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .
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