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1  I N  T H E  H O U S E  BY TH E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

2  H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  N O .  7 0

3  I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4  F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  SE C O N D  S E S S I O N

5  R e l a t i n g  to the n e e d  for  i c e - c a p a b l e

6 s h i p s  for A r c t i c  r e s e a r c h .

7 B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

8  W H E R E A S  the r e n e w a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  of  the  A m e r ic a n  A r c t i c ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y

9 f i s h  and s h e l l f i s h ,  r e p r e s e n t  one of  th e  n a t i o n ' s  g r e a t e s t  co mme rci al

1 0  a s s e t s  w i t h  the  v a l u e  of  th e  B e r i n g  S e a  f i s h e r i e s  alone b e i n g  e s t i m a t e d  at

1 1  $ 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e r  y e a r ;  and

1 2  W HE R E A S  the A m e r i c a n  A r c t i c  i s  a v i t a l l y  important r e a r i n g  and f e e d i n g

1 3  ground fo r  b o t t o m f i s h ,  k i n g  c r a b ,  and a m a j o r i t y  of  the salmon s t o c k s  that

1 4  s e r v e  as c o r n e r s t o n e s  for a large  number o f  s u b s i s t e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  the

1 5  s t a t e ;  and

1 6  W HE R E AS  the b i o l o g i c a l  and p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  the  A m e r ic a n

1 7  A r c t i c  are  import ant  w it h  r e s p e c t  to pro du c in g large  numbers  o f  f i s h  and

1 8  s h e l l f i s h  i n  the ar ea  and i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  o p t i m a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for h a r v e s t -

1 9  i n g  the f i s h  and s h e l l f i s h ;  and

2 0  W H E R E A S  the A r c t i c  R e s e a r c h  C o m m i s s i o n  has r e po r t ed  to the  P r e s i d e n t

2 1  and the  C o n g r e s s  that r e s e a r c h  i n  the  A r c t i c  Ocean and mar gi nal  s e a s  i s

2 2  v i t a l  not only to t h e  management of  ren ew abl e  r e s o u r c e s  but a l s o  to na-

2 3  t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y ,  p r e d i c t i o n  of  weather and c l i m a t e ,  and d e v e l o p m e n t  of

2 4  nonre new abl e  r e s o u r c e s ;  and

2 5  W H E R E A S  the  c o m m i s s i o n  a l s o  r e p o r t e d  that most A r c t i c - r i m  c o u n t r i e s

2 6  p o s s e s s  A r c t i c  t e c h n o l o g i e s  far more advanced than t h o s e  currently a v a i l -

2 7  a b l e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  which t h r e a t e n s  our n a t io n a l  s e c u r i t y  and s e -

2 8  v e r e l y  a f f e c t s  the  a b i l i t y  o f  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c i t i z e n s  to c o m pe t e  i n  the

2 9  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  th e  r e s o u r c e s  of  the  A r c t i c ;  and
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W HEREAS  the  t y p e s  of  r e s e a r c h  ne e d e d  to i n c r e a s e  our understanding of  

the s t ru ct ur e  o f  the e c o s y s t e m s  of the B er i n g  S e a ,  the Beaufort S e a ,  and 

the  Chukchi S e a  include e l e m e n t s  r e l a t e d  to p h y s i c a l  f e a t u r e s  such a s  i c e  

e d g e s  and hydrographic s t r u c t u r e s ;  and

WHEREAS  the  Un ite d S t a t e s  do es  not have the  s h i p s  requ ired  to conduct 

t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  the d e a c t i v a t i o n  of the U . S .  Coast  Guard 

I c e b r e a k e r  " G l a c i e r " ;  and

WHEREAS  s e v e r a l  f o r e i g n  i c e b r e a k e r s  are currently i d l e  b e c a u s e  of  the  

downturn i n  the  o i l  in d u st r y ,  and one of t h e s e  v e s s e l s  might b e  m o d i f i e d  

and put under charter to meet  i m m e d ia t e  n e e d s ;  and

WHEREAS  s p o n s o r s h i p  of currently n e g l e c t e d  r e se a r c h  i n  b a s i c  ocea n­

og ra ph ic  s c i e n c e  i s  a n e c e s s a r y  and p ro pe r  fun ct ion of the fe d e ra l  gover n­

ment i n  order to f u l f i l l  national o b j e c t i v e s  i n  A r c t i c  r e s e a r c h ;

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  that the A la s ka  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  strongly ur g es  the  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Congress  to authorize

( 1 )  construction of a new i c e b r e a k i n g  v e s s e l  for u s e  i n  A r c t i c

r e s e a r c h ;

(2) upgrading of at l e a s t  one of the  planned U . S .  Navy a d d i t i o n s  

to the  f l e e t  or construction of an a d d i t i o n a l  v e s s e l  cap able  of A r c t i c  

r e s e a r c h ;  and

( 3 )  imme diat e  l e a s i n g ,  or l e a s i n g  with an o p t io n  to b uy ,  of a
■»

f o r e i g n  i c e b r e a k e r  for u s e  i n  connection with A r c t i c  r e s e a r c h .

C O P I E S  of  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be  sent to the Honorable George B u s h ,
a

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and P r e s i d e n t  of the U . S .  S e n a t e ;  the  

Honorable Donald P .  H o d e l ,  S e c r et a r y  of the Department of the I n t e r i o r ;  the  

Honorable J i m  Wright,  S p e a k e r  of  the U . S .  Hou se  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  and to 

the Honorable Ted S t e v e n s  and the Honorable Frank Murkowski ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s ,  

and the Honorable Don Young,  U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  members of the A la s k a  

d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e ss .
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