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1  I N  T H E  H O U S E  BY TH E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

2  C S  FOR H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  N O .  6 3  ( R e s o u r c e s )

3  I N  THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  SE C O N D  S E S S I O N

5  Urgin g the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s  to

6 enact a raw f i s h  tax and a d o m e s t i c  on-

7 board o b s e r v e r  program.

8  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  BY THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  TH E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

9 WHEREAS t h e  s t a t e  h a s  a d o p t e d  a  r aw  f i s h  t a x  o f  t h r e e  p e r c e n t  o n  m o s t

10 f i s h  s p e c i e s  c a u g h t  w i t h i n  s t a t e  w a t e r ;  a n d

11 WHEREAS s i g n i f i c a n t  n u m b e r s  o f  f i s h  a r e  b e i n g  c a u g h t  i n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

1 2  water b e t w e e n  the  t h r e e - m i l e  a n d  2 0 0 - m i l e  l i m i t s ;  a n d

1 3  WHEREAS i m p o s i t i o n  o f  a  t h r e e  p e r c e n t  t a x  o n  f i s h  c a u g h t  i n  t h e  a r e a

1 4  b e t w e e n  t h e  t h r e e - m i l e  l i m i t  a n d  t h e  2 0 0 - m i l e  l i m i t  w o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  e q u i t y

1 5  f o r  a l l  f i s h e r m e n  f i s h i n g  i n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w a t e r ;  a n d

1 6  WHEREAS a c c u r a t e  l o g g i n g  d a t a  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  n um b e r  o f  f i s h  c a u g h t  a n d

1 7  t h e  b y - c a t c h  o f  a l l  s p e c i e s  i s  c r i t i c a l  t o  f i s h e r i e s  m a n a g e m e n t  a s  w e l l  a s

1 8  a c c u r a t e  t a x  a s s e s s m e n t s ;  a n d

1 9  WHEREAS a  d o m e s t i c  o n - b o a r d  o b s e r v e r  p r o g r a m  r e q u i r i n g  d o m e s t i c  o b -

2 0  s e r v e r s  i n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w a t e r  t o  l o g  a l l  f i s h  c a u g h t  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  t h e

2 1  accurate  data n e e d e d ;  and

2 2  WHEREAS  the  funds g e n e r a t e d  by a t h r e e  p e r c e n t  tax would p r o v i d e

2 3  adequate  funding to pay for the  d o m e s t i c  o n -b oa r d  o b s e r v e r  program,  i n -

2 4  c r e a s e  f u n d i n g  f o r  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o a s t  G u a r d  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  a n d  p r o v i d e  a

2 5  r e v e n u e  s u r p l u s  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  f e d e r a l  d e f i c i t ;

2 6  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  by the A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  that the  C o n g r e s s  i s

2 7  urged to

2 8  ( 1 )  enact a t h r e e  p er c e n t  raw f i s h  tax on f i s h  taken from U n i t e d

2 9  S t a t e s  water bet ween the  t h r e e - m i l e  and 2 0 0 - m i l e  l i m i t s ;  and
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( 2 )  u s e  a p o r t i o n  of  th e  tax re ven ue  to fund a d o m e s t i c  on-board  

o b s e r v e r  program i n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  water and p r o v i d e  a continuous  sour ce  of  

f u n d i n g  to e n a b l e  i n c r e a s e d  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Coast  Guard enforc ement o f  f i s h ­

i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  wate r .

C O P I E S  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s e n t  to t h e  Honorable E r n e s t  F .  

H o 1 1 i n g s ,  C h a ir m a n,  U . S .  S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  on Co m m e r ce ,  S c i e n c e ,  and T r a n s ­

p o r t a t i o n ;  the  Honorable  John B .  Br e a u x ,  Chairm an,  Merchant Ma ri ne  Sub com­

m i t t e e  of the  U . S .  S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  on Commerce ,  S c i e n c e ,  and T r a n s p o r t a ­

t i o n ;  the Honorable  Walter B .  J o n e s ,  C hai rm an,  U . S .  Ho us e  of R e p r e s e n t a ­

t i v e s  C o m m i t t e e  on Merchant M a r i n e  and F i s h e r i e s ;  and to the  Honorable T e d  

S t e v e n s  and t h e  Honorable Frank Murkowski ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s ,  and the  Honorable  

Don Young,  U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  members  of  the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  Con-
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