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1  I N  TH E  HOUSE  BY HERRMANN AND E L L I S

2  HOUSE  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO.  6 3

3  I N  THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  THE  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4  F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  SECOND S E S S I O N

5  Urging the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Co ng ress  to

6 enact a raw f i s h  tax and a d o m e st ic  on-

7 board o b s e r v e r  program.

8  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  BY TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  THE  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A :

9 WHEREAS the s t a t e  has adopted a raw f i s h  tax of  three  percent on most

1 0  f i s h  s p e c i e s  caught w it h i n  s t a t e  water;  and

1 1  WHEREAS s i g n i f i c a n t  numbers of f i s h  are b e i n g  caught i n  Un it e d  S t a t e s

1 2  water between the t h r e e - m i l e  and 2 0 0 - m i l e  l i m i t s ;  and

1 3  WHEREAS i m p o s i t i o n  of a t h r e e  perc ent  tax on f i s h  caught i n  the area

1 4  between the t h r e e - m i l e  l i m i t  and the 2 0 0 - m i l e  l i m i t  would resul t  i n  eq ui t y

1 5  for all  f i s h e r m e n  f i s h i n g  in  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  water ;  and

1 6  WHEREAS accurate logging data re por ti ng  the number of f i s h  caught and

1 7  the b y -ca tc h of all  s p e c i e s  i s  c r i t i c a l  to f i s h e r i e s  management as well  as

1 8  accurate tax a s s e s s m e n t s ;  and

1 9  WHEREAS a d o m e st ic  on-board o b s e r v e r  program req ui r in g d o m e s t i c

2 0  o b s e r v e r s  i n  U n it e d  S t a t e s  water to log all  f i s h  caught would p r o v i d e  the

2 1  accurate data n e e d e d ;  and

2 2  WHEREAS the funds ge nerated by a three  p er c e n t  tax would p r o v i d e

2 3  adequate funding to pay for the d o m e s t ic  on-board o b se r ve r  program,

2 4  i n c r e a s e  funding for U n it e d  S t a t e s  Coast Guard e n f o r c e m e n t ,  and p r o v i d e  a

2 5  revenue surp lus  to reduce the fe d e r a l  d e f i c i t ;

2 6  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  that the Co ng r ess  i s

2 7  urged to

2 8  ( 1 )  enact a three p e r c e n t  raw f i s h  tax on f i s h  taken from U n i t e d

2 9  S t a t e s  water between the t h r e e - m i l e  and 2 0 0 - m i l e  l i m i t s ;  and
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1  ( 2 )  u s e  a p o r t io n  of the tax revenue to fund a d o m e s t i c  on-board

2 o b s e r v e r  program i n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  water and p r o v i d e  a continuous source of

3  funding to en ab le  i n c r e a s e d  U n it e d  S t a t e s  Coast  Guard enforcement of

4  f i s h i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  Un it e d  S t a t e s  water .

5  C O P I E S  of t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  sh al l  b e  sen t to the Honorable T e d  S t e v e n s

6  and the Honorable Frank Murkowski ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s ,  and the Honorable Don

7 Young,  U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  members o f  the Alaska d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .
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