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BY HERRMANN,  SUND,  E L L I S  AND
1  I N  T H E  HOU SE  D A VI D SO N

2  HOUSE J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO .  6 1

3  I N  THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  THE  S T A T E  O F  A LA SK A

4  F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  SECOND S E S S I O N

5  R e l a t in g  to garbage dumping i n  the

6 ocean.

7 B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  BY TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

8  WHEREAS the s t a t e  and i t s  c i t i z e n s  depend on the f i s h ,  marine  mammals ,

9  and other l i v i n g  re so ur c es  of the ocean for t h e i r  economy and w e l f a r e ;  and

1 0  WHEREAS the dumping of garbage i n  the o c ea n ,  e v e n  beyond s t a t e  t e r r i -

1 1  to r ia l  w a t e r s ,  a f f e c t s  the con d it io n of the o c e a n ' s  l i v i n g  r e so u r c e s  and,

1 2  i n  turn,  a f f e c t s  the  economy, h e a l t h ,  and w e lfa r e  of  the s t a t e ;  and

1 3  WHEREAS garbage has b ee n  found i n  f i s h i n g  n e t s ,  which r e s u l t s  i n  a

1 4  l o s s  to f i s h e r m e n ,  and garbage has b ee n  r e s p o n s i b l e  for the death of a

1 5  s i g n i f i c a n t  number of important f i s h e r i e s  s p e c i e s ,  s e a  b i r d s ,  marine

1 6  mammals,  and other marine l i f e ;  and

1 7  WHEREAS the Un it e d  S t a t e s  i s  a party to the MARPOL co nve nt ion ,  which

1 8  i s  an in t e rn a ti on a l  agreement to prevent the p o l l u t i o n  of the ocean by the

1 9  dumping of garbage from s h i p s ; and

2 0  WHEREAS the Un it e d  S t a t e s  Congress  has r e c e n t ly  enacted l e g i s l a t i o n  to

2 1  amend the Act to Prevent P o l l u t i o n  from S h i p s  ( 3 3  U . S . C .  1 9 0 1  -  1 9 1 1 )  to

2 2  combat garbage p o ll u t i o n  of the ocean,  i n c l u d in g  the growing p ro ble m of the

2 3  d i s p o s a l  of p l a s t i c s  in  the oc ea n ,  and t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  im p l e m e n t s  c e r t a in

2 4  p r o v i s i o n s  of the MARPOL co nven tion ;  and

2 5  WHEREAS the MARPOL convention r e q u i r e s  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  to ensure

2 6  that i t s  p o r t s  and terminals  p r o v id e  f a c i l i t i e s  for the r e c e p t i o n  of  gar-

2 7  bage from s h i p s  and other v e s s e l s ;  and

2 8  WHEREAS 3 3  U . S . C .  1 9 0 1  -  1 9 1 1 ,  as amended,  r e q u i r e s  that p o r t s  and

^ 2 9  termi nal s  i n  the United S t a t e s  pr o vi d e  r e c e p t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  for c er t a in
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1  p o l l u t a n t s  and garbage from s h i p s ;  and

2  WHEREAS  ev er y  y e a r  there  i s  a large i n f l u x  o f  s h i p s  to the  coast  of

3  A l a s k a  to p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the f i s h e r i e s  w i t h i n  s t a t e  water and w i t h i n  the

4 2 0 0 - m i l e  e x c l u s i v e  economic  z o n e ;  and

5  WHEREAS  many of th e  p o r t s  r e q u ir e d  by f e d e r a l  law to a c c e p t  garbage

6 and p o l l u t a n t s  are run by sm al l  c o m m u n it i e s  that are  already e x p e r i e n c i n g

7 d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  d i s p o s i n g  of t h e i r  own w a s t e s ;  and

8  WHEREAS many c o a s t a l  c o m m u n it i e s  i n  A l a s k a  are e c o n o m i c a l l y  d i s -

9  t r e s s e d ,  unusually s m a l l ,  and r e m o t e ,  and have few r e s o u r c e s  to d e a l  w it h

1 0  p r o b l e m s  of waste  c o l l e c t i o n  and d i s p o s a l ;  and

1 1  W H E R E A S ,  although the p r e v e n t i o n  of garbage dumping i n  the  ocean i s

1 2  v i t a l l y  important to t h e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  many of  them have  no funds to

1 3  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  c a p a c i t y  for a c c e p t i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  w a s t e s ,  no authority to

1 4  pay for t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and no e x p e r t i s e  to handle  some of  t h e s e  w a s t e s ;

1 5  and

1 6  WHEREAS  the  p r e s e n t  s h o r t f a l l  i n  s t a t e  r ev en ue p r e c l u d e s  the  s t a t e

1 7  from p r o v i d i n g  funds to h e l p  c o a s t a l  c o m m u n it i e s  to upgrade t h e i r  p o r t s  to

1 8  me e t  the standards e s t a b l i s h e d  by f e d e r a l  law;

1 9  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  u r g e s  th e  U n i t e d

2 0  S t a t e s  C o n g r e ss  and the f e d e r a l  government to h e l p  the p o r t s  i n  the  coastal

2 1  c o m m u n it i e s  of the s t a t e  p r e v e n t  the  p o l l u t i o n  of  the  ocean by p r o v i d i n g

2 2  them with the  f i n a n c i a l  and t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  n e c e s s a r y  to handle  the

2 3  s h i p  garbage and pollu tan t r e c e p t i o n  r e q u ir e m e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by the Con-

2 4  g r e s s .

2 5  C O P I E S  of t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s e n t  to the Honorable  Ronald

2 6  R e a g a n ,  P r e s i d e n t  of th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  to the Honorable  G e o r g e  B u s h ,

2 7  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and P r e s i d e n t  of  the U . S .  S e n a t e ;  the

2 8  Honorable J i m  Wr ig h t ,  S p e a k e r  o f  the  U . S .  Hou se  of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  and to

2 9  the Honorable T e d  S t e v e n s  and t h e  Honorable Frank Mu rk ow sk i ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s ,
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1  and t h e  Honorable  Don Young,  U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e rs  o f  the  A l a s k a

2  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .
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