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1  I N  THE H O U SE  BY THE  J U D I C I A R Y  COM MITT EE

2  C S  FOR H O U SE  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  N O .  60  ( J u d i c i a r y )

3  I N  THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE  S T A T E  OF  AL AS KA

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  SE C O ND  S E S S I O N

5  Urging e x p e d i e n t  and p o s i t i v e  a ct io n  by

6 the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Cong re ss  on S .  1 9 8 3  or

7 other l e g i s l a t i o n  adding a second bank-

8 ruptcy j u d g e s h i p  for A l a s k a .

9  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  BY THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A :

1 0  WHEREAS the D i s t r i c t  of  Alaska  currently has only one authorized

1 1  bankruptcy j u d g e ,  whose o f f i c i a l  duty s t a t i o n  i s  Anchorage;  and

1 2  WHEREAS the total  number of bankruptcy c a s e s  f i l e d  i n  the D i s t r i c t  of

1 3  Alaska  has in c r e a s e d  3 3 2  per c en t between 1 9 8 3  and 1 9 8 7 ;  and

1 4  W H E R E A S ,  for the 1 2  -  month p e r i o d  e n d in g  Ju n e  3 0 ,  1 9 8 7 ,  the D i s t r i c t

1 5  of  Alas ka recorded 2 0 4  Cha pt er  1 1  f i l i n g s ,  p l a c i n g  i t  well  above the na-

1 6  t ional average  of 80  f i l i n g s  p e r  bankruptcy j u d g e ;  and

1 7  WHEREAS the current D i s t r i c t  of A la s ka  bankruptcy judge  handled 7 7 3

1 8  a d v e r sa r ia l  p r o c e e d i n g s  i n  the same 1 2  -  month p e r i o d ,  which i s  2 . 5  t i m e s

1 9  the c i r c u i t  average of 3 1 1  p r o c e e d i n g s  p er  authorized j u d g e s h i p ;  and

20  WHEREAS the high p er c e n t a g e  of adversary p r o c e e d i n g s  and the hi gh

2 1  pe r c e n ta g e  of Chapter 1 1  f i l i n g s  r e s u l t  i n  a c a s e  load that r e q u i r e s  the

2 2  Alaska bankruptcy judg e  to expend a greater amount of t i m e  p e r  c a s e  than a

2 3  jud ge  i n  a d i s t r i c t  with a more balanced c a s e  load;  and

2 4  WHEREAS the A las ka D i s t r i c t  bankruptcy ju d g e  currently holds court for

2 5  approximately four days a month i n  F a i r b a n k s ,  Nome,  J u n e a u ,  and K e t c h i k a n ,

2 6  r e q u ir i n g  the e x p e n d it u r e  of more than 3 0  hours a month i n  nonproductive

2 7  travel  t i m e ;  and

2 8  WHEREAS u n p r e d ic t a b l e  f l y in g  weather i n  A la s ka  of t en  r e s u l t s  i n  a d d i -

2 9  t ional l o st  t i m e  for the bankruptcy judg e  and s t a f f  due to f l i g h t  d e la y s  or
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1  c a n c e l l a t i o n s ;  and

2  W HE R E A S  growing c a s e  loads i n  Cordova,  K o d i a k ,  V a l d e z ,  and S i t k a  have

3  prompted recommendations  by the  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

A Courts to recommend that t h e s e  c o m m u n it i e s  b e  added to the  l i s t  o f  court

5  s i t e s ;  and

6  W HER EA S  the current c a s e  load o f  the bankruptcy j u d g e  p r e c l u d e s  a d d i -

7  t i o n  o f  c om mu n it ie s  as  court s i t e s ;  and

8  W HE R E A S  the D i s t r i c t  of A l a s k a  Bankruptcy Court w i l l  b e  moving i n  J u l y

9 1 9 8 8 ,  to th e  remodeled Anchorage F e d e r a l  Court B u i l d i n g ,  a b u i l d i n g  that

1 0  i n c l u d e s  f a c i l i t i e s  for a sec ond bankruptcy j u d g e ,  s e c r e t a r y ,  and law

1 1  c l e r k ,  and a second courtroom;  and

1 2  W HER EA S  the N i n t h  C i r c u i t  Court of A p p e a l s  currently r e c o g n i z e s  th e

1 3  e x c e s s i v e  work load i n  the  D i s t r i c t  of A las ka Bankruptcy Court by s e n d i n g

1 4  an extra j u d g e  and s u p p o r t  s t a f f  to A las ka fo r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  one week e v e r y

1 5  month to h e l p  handle the c o n f l i c t  c a s e  load;  and

1 6  W HE RE A S  roughly 2 5  p er c e n t  of  the cost fo r  a second D i s t r i c t  of  A l a s k a

1 7  bankruptcy ju d g e  and sup port s t a f f  i s  currently b e i n g  e x p en d ed  through the

1 8  cost  of  t h i s  t r a v e l i n g  judg e  and s t a f f ;  and

1 9  WHER EAS  A l a s k a ' s  se n a to r s  have  introduced l e g i s l a t i o n  to e s t a b l i s h  a

2 0  second bankruptcy j u d g e ;

2 1  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  u r g e s  the U n i t e d

2 2  S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s  to ta k e  e x p e d i e n t  and p o s i t i v e  a c t io n  on S .  1 9 8 3  or other

2 3  l e g i s l a t i o n  c re a t in g  a second bankruptcy j u d g e s h i p  for the  D i s t r i c t  o f

2 4  A l a s k a .

2 5  C O P I E S  of t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  sen t to the Honorable  Howell  T .

2 6  H e f l i n ,  Chairman of the  Su b c o m m it t e e  on Co urt s  and A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r a c -

2 7  t i c e s ,  a su b c o m m it t e e  of  the U . S .  S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  on the  J u d i c i a r y ;  the

2 8  Honorable C h a r l e s  E .  G r a s s l e y ,  Ranking M i n o r i t y  Member of the  S u b c o m m i t t e e

2 9  on Courts  and A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r a c t i c e s ,  a s u b c o m m i t t e e  of th e  U . S .  S e n a t e
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1  C o m m i t t e e  on t h e  J u d i c i a r y ;  th e  Honorable  J o s e p h  R .  B i d e n ,  J r . ,  Chairman of

2  the  S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  on th e  J u d i c i a r y ;  the  Honorable  Strom Thurmond,  Rank-

3  i n g  M i n o r i t y  Member o f  th e  S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  on the  J u d i c i a r y ;  the Honorable

4  R o b e r t  W. K a s t e n m e i e r ,  Chairman o f  th e  S u b c o m m i t t e e  on C o u r t s ,  C i v i l  L i b -

5  e r t i e s ,  and t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  J u s t i c e ,  a s u b c o m m i t t e e  of  th e  U . S .  Ho us e

6  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  C o m m i t t e e  on the  J u d i c i a r y ;  the  Honorable C a r l o s  J .

7 Moorh ead,  R a n k in g  M i n o r i t y  Memb er o f  the  S u b c o m m i t t e e  on C o u r t s ,  C i v i l

8  L i b e r t i e s ,  and the  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  J u s t i c e ,  a s u b c o m m it t e e  of  t h e  U . S .

9  H o u s e  of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  C o m m i t t e e  on th e  J u d i c i a r y ;  the Ho norable  P e t e r  W.

1 0  R o d i n o ,  J r . ,  Chairman o f  the  Ho u se  C o m m i t t e e  on th e  J u d i c i a r y ;  the  Honor-

1 1  a b l e  H a m il t o n  F i s h ,  J r . , Ranking M i n o r i t y  Member o f  the H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  on

1 2  t h e  J u d i c i a r y ;  and to the  Honorable  T e d  S t e v e n s  and the Ho nor abl e  Frank

1 3  M u r k o w sk i ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s ,  and the  Honorable  Don Young,  U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,

1 4  m e m b e r s  of th e  A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .
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