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BY M I L L E R ,  FRANK AND

1  I N  THE  H O U S E  GRUENBERG

2  H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO.  6 0

3  I N  THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4  F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  SEC OND S E S S I O N

5  Ur gin g e x p e d i e n t  and p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  by

6 th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n g r e ss  on S .  1 9 8 3 ,

7 adding a second bankruptcy j u d g e s h i p  for

8 A l a s k a .

9 B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

1 0  WHE REA S  t h e  c u r r e n t  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a n  e c o nomy  h a s  c a u s e d  t h e

1 1  number of bankruptcy f i l i n g s ,  both p e r s o n a l  and c o r p o r a t e ,  to reach c r i t -

12 i c a l  p r o p o r t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e ;  a n d

1 3  WHER EAS  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  A l a s k a  c u r r e n t l y  h a s  o n l y  o n e  a u t h o r i z e d

1 4  b a n k r u p t c y  j u d g e ,  w h o s e  o f f i c i a l  d u t y  s t a t i o n  i s  A n c h o r a g e ;  and

1 5  WHER EAS  the total  number of  bankruptcy c a s e s  f i l e d  i n  the D i s t r i c t  of

1 6  Alas ka has  i n c r e a s e d  3 3 2  p e r c e n t  b et w ee n  1 9 8 3  and 1 9 8 7 ;  and

1 7  W H E R E A S ,  for the s t a t i s t i c a l  year e n d i n g  J u n e  3 0 ,  1 9 8 7 ,  the D i s t r i c t

1 8  of A l a s k a  recorded 2 0 4  Ch ap t er  1 1  f i l i n g s ,  p l a c i n g  i t  w ell  above the  na-

1 9  t iona l average  of 8 0  f i l i n g s  p e r  bankruptcy j u d g e ;  and

2 0  WHER EAS  the  current D i s t r i c t  of  A la s k a  bankruptcy ju d g e  handled 7 7 3

2 1  a d v e r s a r i a l  p r o c e e d i n g s  i n  s t a t i s t i c a l  year  1 9 8 7 ,  which i s  2 . 5  t i m e s  the

2 2  c i r c u i t  average  o f  3 1 1  p r o c e e d i n g s  p e r  a uth oriz ed j u d g e s h i p ;  and

2 3  W HEREAS  the  h i g h  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  adversary p r o c e e d i n g s  and the  h i g h

2 4  p e r c e n t a g e  of Ch ap t er  1 1  f i l i n g s  r e s u l t  i n  a c a s e l o a d  that r e q u i r e s  the

2 5  A las ka bankruptcy ju d g e  to expend a g r e a t e r  amount o f  t i m e  p e r  c a s e  than a

2 6  judge  i n  a d i s t r i c t  w it h a more bal anced c a s e l o a d ;  and

2 7  WHEREAS  the  A l a s k a  D i s t r i c t  bankruptcy ju d g e  currently holds court for

2 8  app roximately four days a month i n  F a i r b a n k s ,  Nome ,  J u n e a u ,  and K e t c h i k a n ,

2 9  r e q u i r i n g  the e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  more than 3 0  hours a month i n  nonproductive

HJR060A -1- HJR 60



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

1 0

1 1

1 2

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

2 0

2 1

2 2

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

r

W HER EA S  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  f l y i n g  weather i n  A l a s k a  o f t e n  r e s u l t s  i n  a d d i ­

t io nal  l o s t  t i m e  for the  bankruptcy j u d g e  and s t a f f  due  to f l i g h t  d e l a y s  or

c a n c e l l a t i o n s ;  and

W HER EA S  growing c a s e  loads  i n  Cordova ,  K o d i a k ,  V a l d e z ,  and S i t k a  have  

prompted re com mendations  by the  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  o f  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

Courts to recommend that t h e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  b e  added to the  l i s t  o f  court

s i t e s ;  and

WHE RE AS  th e  current c a s e l o a d  o f  the bankruptcy j u d g e  p r e c l u d e s  a d d i ­

t i o n  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s  as  court s i t e s ;  and

WH E R E A S  the  D i s t r i c t  of A l a s k a  Bankruptcy Court w i l l  b e  m ov in g  i n  J u l y  

1 9 8 8 ,  to the  re mo d ele d  Anchorage F e d e r a l  Court B u i l d i n g ,  a b u i l d i n g  that 

i n c l u d e s  f a c i l i t i e s  for a s e c o n d  bankruptcy j u d g e ,  s e c r e t a r y ,  and law 

c l e r k ,  and a se c o nd  courtroom;  and

W HE R E AS  th e  N i n t h  C i r c u i t  Court of A p p e a l s  curren tly r e c o g n i z e s  the  

e x c e s s i v e  work load i n  the  D i s t r i c t  of A l a s k a  Bankruptcy Court by s e n d i n g  

an extra j u d g e  and su p p o r t  s t a f f  to A l a s k a  for a p p r o x i m a t e l y  one w e e k  ev er y  

month to h e l p  handle  th e  c o n f l i c t  c a s e  l o a d ;  and

W H E R E A S  roughly 2 5  p e r c e n t  o f  the c o s t  for a se c o n d  D i s t r i c t  o f  A l a s k a  

bankruptcy j u d g e  and su p p o r t  s t a f f  i s  curre nt ly  b e i n g  e x p e n d e d  through the  

cost o f  t h i s  t r a v e l i n g  j u d g e  and s t a f f ;  and

W H E R E A S  A l a s k a ' s  s e n a t o r s  ha v e  in tr od uc ed  l e g i s l a t i o n  to e s t a b l i s h  a 

second bankruptcy j u d g e ;

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  u r g e s  th e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s  to take  e x p e d i e n t  and p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  on S .  1 9 8 3  c r e a t i n g  a 

second bankruptcy j u d g e s h i p  fo r  the  D i s t r i c t  of  A l a s k a .

C O P I E S  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s e n t  to th e  Honorable  Ho we l l  T .  

H e f l i n ,  Chairman o f  th e  S u b c o m m i t t e e  on C ou rts  and A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r a c ­

t i c e s ,  a s u b c o m m i t t e e  of  the  U . S .  S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  on the  J u d i c i a r y ;  t h e

travel time; and
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1  Honorable  C h a r l e s  E .  G r a s s l e y ,  Ranking Member of  the S u b c o m m it t e e  on Courts

2  and A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r a c t i c e s ,  a su b c o m m it t e e  of  the  U . S .  S e n a t e  C omm it tee

3  on the J u d i c i a r y ;  the Honorable J o s e p h  R .  B i d e n ,  J r . ,  Chairman of  the

4  S e n a t e  C om m it te e  on the J u d i c i a r y ;  the  Honorable Strom Thurmond, Ranking

5  Member of the S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  on the J u d i c i a r y ;  and to th e  Honorable Ted

6 S t e v e n s  and the  Honorable Frank Murk owski ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s ,  and the Honorable

7 Don Young,  U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  memb ers  o f  the  A la s ka  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  Con-

8  g r e s s .
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