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BY F U R N A C E ,  M A R T I N  AND

1  I N  T H E  H O U S E  B A R N E S

2  H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO .  5 9

3  I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4  F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  SE C O N D  S E S S I O N

5  R e l a t i n g  to the  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of the

6  s t a t e ' s  b o u n d a r ie s  w it h  the S o v i e t  Union

7 and Canada.

8  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

9  W HER EA S  the  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  the  s t a t e  are  a v i t a l  concern o f  th e  g o v e m -

1 0  ment o f  the s t a t e ;  and

1 1  WHER EAS  the  s o v e r e i g n t y  of a s t a t e  w i t h i n  the  f e d e r a l  s y s t e m  of the

1 2  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  r e q u i r e s  that a s t a t e  government have c o m p l e t e  and unambigu-

1 3  ous j u r i s d i c t i o n  over an area d e t e r m i n e d  by w e l l - d e f i n e d  g e o g r a p h ic a l

1 4  boundary l i n e s ;  and

1 5  W H E R E A S ,  whenever th e  b o u n d a r ie s  of  a s t a t e  are  to b e  a l t e r e d ,  the

1 6  s t a t e  h a s  an e s s e n t i a l  and o v e r r i d i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  the d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of the

1 7  boundary; and

1 8  WHEREAS A l a s k a  i s  u n i q u e  among th e  5 0  s t a t e s  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  th e  only

1 9  s t a t e  w it h  the p o t e n t i a l  for hav in g b o u n d a r i e s  w it h  more than one  f o r e i g n

20  country;  and

2 1  W HER EA S  bo u n d a r ie s  b e t w e e n  a f o r e i g n  country and a s t a t e  a r e ,  and

2 2  should b e ,  cote rmin ous  w i t h  the  n a t io n a l  b o u n d a r i e s  of  the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

2 3  and the  f o r e i g n  country;  and

2 4  W HER EA S  n e g o t i a t i o n s  are  underway b e t w e e n  th e  U . S .  Department o f  S t a t e

2 5  and th e  government of  the  S o v i e t  Un ion  o v e r  s e t t i n g  the  b o u n d a r ie s  bet w ee n

2 6  the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and the  S o v i e t  U n i o n ;  and

2 7  WHER EAS  at l e a s t  e i g h t  rounds o f  boundary n e g o t i a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  the

2 8  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and the  S o v i e t  U n io n hav e  occurred s i n c e  1 9 8 1 ;  and

2 9  W HER EA S  although the  U . S .  n e g o t i a t i o n  d e l e g a t i o n s  h a v e  i n c l u d e d
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r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of  v a r i o u s  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s ,  the Department of  S t a t e  has 

n e v e r  allowed or o f f e r e d  to i n v i t e  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  the s t a t e  to j o i n  

th e  U . S .  d e l e g a t i o n  to the boundary n e g o t i a t i o n s  or formally s o l i c i t e d  the 

in p u t  or a d v i c e  of the  s t a t e  about the content or st r a t e g y  of the nego­

t i a t i o n s ;  and

WHEREAS the  n e g o t i a t i o n s  i n v o l v e  important econ omic  i s s u e s  d e a l i n g  

w it h the p e t r o l e u m ,  f i s h e r y ,  and other r e s o u r c e s  of the  s t a t e  and a f f e c t i n g  

the  w elf a re  and p r o s p e r i t y  of the  p e o p l e  of  the s t a t e ;

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  that the  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  p e t i t i o n s  the  U . S .  

Department o f  S t a t e  to in c l u d e  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the  s t a t e ,  a p p o i n t e d  by 

th e  governor w it h  the  consent of the  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  on a l l  d e l e g a t i o n s  that 

n e g o t i a t e  th e  bo u n d a r ie s  b etw een the  s t a t e  and the S o v i e t  Union or Canada,  

in c l u d in g  d e l e g a t i o n s  that conduct preparatory d e l i b e r a t i o n s  and s t u d i e s ;  

and b e  i t

FUR THER R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e ­

q u e s t s  that the  A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e ss  i n t e r c e d e  on b e h a l f  o f  the 

s t a t e  to s e c u r e  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  the s t a t e  on a l l  boundary d e l e g a t i o n s  

that n e g o t i a t e  the bou nd a r ies  of the  s t a t e .

C O P I E S  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  se n t  to the  Honorable Ronald 

R e a g a n ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  to the Honorable  George  B u sh ,  

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  of  the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and P r e s i d e n t  of  the  U . S .  S e n a t e ;  to 

th e  Honorable J i m  W r ig h t ,  S p e a k e r  of  the U . S .  House  of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  to 

the  Honorable G e or ge  P .  S h u l t z ,  S e c r e t a r y  of  the U . S .  Department of S t a t e ;  

and to the Honorable  Te d  S t e v e n s  and the Honorable Frank Murkowski ,  U . S .  

S e n a t o r s ,  and the  Honorable Don Young,  U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  members o f  the 

A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .
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