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SP O N S O R  S U B S T I T U T E  FO R  HO US E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO .  5 8  

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A  

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  SE C ON D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to the return of human remains  

from th e  Sm i t h s o n i a n  I n s t i t u t i o n .

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

WHEREAS  the l e g i s l a t u r e  r e c o g n i z e s  th e  e q u a l i t y  of a l l  human b e i n g s  on 

t h i s  earth and t h e i r  r ight to b e  tr e a t ed  w i t h  d i g n i t y  and r e s p e c t ;  and 

WHEREAS  t h i s  r e s p e c t  i s  ex t en d ed  to human remains  a f t e r  d e at h ;  and 

W H E R E A S ,  around the turn of  the c en tu r y ,  m i l i t a r y  and s c i e n t i f i c  

e x p e d i t i o n s  c o l l e c t e d  human r e m a i n s  throughout A l a s k a ,  p ar t ic u la r l y  i n  

N a t i v e  v i l l a g e s  along the i n t e r i o r  r i v e r s  and Northwest C o a s t ;  and

WHEREAS  the S m i t h s o n i a n  I n s t i t u t i o n  bec ame the f i n a l  r e p o s i t o r y  for a 

gr ea t number of  t h e s e  human r e m a i n s ;  and

WHEREAS the d i s p l a y  and st or ag e  of t h e s e  human r e m a in s  i n  the S m i t h ­

s o n i a n  I n s t i t u t i o n  i s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  and m a n i f e s t s  lack o f  r e s p e c t  for the  

r e m a i n s ;  and

WHEREAS the return of t h e s e  human r e m a i n s  to r e l a t i v e s  or to the s i t e s  

o f  o r i g i n  would b e  an a p p r o p r i a t e  act of r e s t i t u t i o n ;

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  that the  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  strong ly urges  that 

th e  S m i t h s o n i a n  I n s t i t u t i o n  comply i n  a r e s p e c t f u l  and t i m e l y  manner with  

r e q u e s t s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  and t r i b a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  for the return of human 

r e m a i n s  taken from t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  and r e g i o n s  i n  Alaska around the turn of  

th e  century.

C O P I E S  of t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  se n t  to the Honorable Ronald  

R e a g a n ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  M r s .  Re agan,  F i r s t  Lady of the  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  the  Honorable D a n i e l  K .  I n o u y e ,  Chairman o f  the S e n a t e  

S e l e c t  Co mmi tte e  on I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ;  the Honorable Robert McCormick Ad am s ,
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1  S e c r e t a r y  of the S m it h s o n ia n  I n s t i t u t i o n ;  and to the Honorable Ted S t e v e n s

2  and th e  Honorable Frank Murkowski ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s ,  and the Honorable Don

3  Young,  U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  members  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .
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