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S e r v i c e s

o

B Y  TAYLOR, HUDSON, HERRMANN,
1 IN TH E  H O U S E  D A V I D S O N  A N D  SUND

2 H O U S E  JOINT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 55

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S TATE OF A L A S K A

4 F IFTEENTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESS I O N

5 R e qu e s t i n g  the U n i t e d  States Coast Guard

6 to continue o p e r a t i o n  of V H F - F M  distress

7 signal r ep e a t e r  stations.

8 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE STATE O F  ALASKA:

9 W H E R E A S  m a n y  small boat commercial fi s h e rm e n  and many r e c r e a t i o n a l

10 boaters in Al a s k a  rely u p o n  a V H F - F M  emergency p o s i t i o n - i n d i c a t i n g  radio

11 beacon (EPIRB) to broadcast distress signals in the event of a n  eme r g e n c y

12 at sea; and

13 W H E R E A S  the range of a V H F - F M  E PIRB is limited in many p arts of the

14 state by m o u ntains that b l o c k  V H F - F M  radio signals; and

15 WHER E A S  the United States Coast Guard operates several V H F - F M  radio

16 signal r e p eater stations in the i s ol a t e d  areas of the state to r e l ay  V H F - F M

17 distress signals in order to overcome the p r o blems caused by coastal moun-

18 tains; and

19 W H E R EA S  the Coast G u a r d  proposes to close six V H F - F M  repeater stations

20 as part of an economy m e a s u r e  to cut $ 1 0 0 , 000,000 from the Coast Guard's

21 fiscal ye a r  1988 budget; and

22 WHER E A S  the closure of these V H F - F M  r e p e at e r  stations will result in

23 gaps in the coverage of V H F - F M  d i s t re s s  signal m o n i t o r i n g  services p r o v i d e d

24 by the Coast Guard; and

25 W H E R E A S the absence of services to m o n i t o r  for V H F - F M  distr e s s  signals

26 in the areas served by t hese r e p eater stations puts at risk small boat

27 fis h e r m e n and recreational boaters w h o  operate in these areas;

28 B E  IT RE S O L V E D  by the Alaska State Le g is l a t u r e  that the U n i t e d  States

o 29 Coast G u a r d is respectfully re quested to continue to operate all e xi s t i n g
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V H F - F M  radio d i s t r e s s  s i g n a l  r e p e a t e r  s t a t i o n s  in  A l a s k a .

C O P I E S  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be s e n t  to th e  Honorable Ronald  

R e a g a n ,  P r e s i d e n t  of th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  to the Honorable George B u s h ,  

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and P r e s i d e n t  of  the  U . S .  S e n a t e ;  to 

the  Honorable  J a m e s  H .  Burnley I V ,  Se c r e t a r y  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;  to Adm iral  

Paul A .  Y o s t ,  J r . ,  C o a s t  Guard Commandant;  to Rear Admiral  Edward N e l s o n ,  

J r . ,  Commander 1 7 t h  C o as t  Guard D i s t r i c t ;  to the Honorable J i m  W r i g h t ,  

S p e a k e r  of the U . S .  H o u se  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  and to the Honorable T e d  

S t e v e n s  and the  Honorable Frank Murkowski ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s ,  and the  Honorable  

Don Young,  U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m em b er s  of the Al as ka  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  Con ­

g r e s s  .
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