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1  I N  TH E  H O U S E  BY M A R T IN  AND GRUENBERG

2  H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO .  5 3  am

3  I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4  F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5  U r g in g  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e c r e t a r y  of

6  th e  Navy to name a U n i t e d  S t a t e s  naval

7 v e s s e l  a f t e r  G e n e r a l  C l i f t o n  B .  C a t e s .

8 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

9 W H E R E A S  f r o m  t i m e - t o - t i m e  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  p r o d u c e d  g r e a t  m e n

1 0  w h o s e  n u m e r o u s  d e e d s  o f  v a l o r  a n d  h o n o r  e v i d e n c e  t h e i r  g r e a t n e s s  a n d  m a k e  a

1 1  l i s t i n g  of  t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e i r  h e r o i c  s e r v i c e  u n n e c e s s a r y ;  and

12 W H E R E A S  i n  th e  a n n a l s  of  t h e  m i l i t a r y  h i s t o r y  of  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s

13 t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  f ew m e n  of t he a u g u s t  s t a t u r e  of G e n e r a l  C l i f t o n  B. C a t e s ,

14 1 9 t h  C o m m a n d a n t  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  M a r i n e  C o r p s ,  a m a n  w h o s e  m i l i t a r y

15 c a r e e r  s e r v e d  the m o s t  i n v i o l a t e  p r i n c i p l e s  of f r e e d o m  a n d  p r e p a r e d n e s s  a n d

16 s t a n d s  as e x e m p l a r y  t e s t i m o n y  to t h e  i r r e f u t a b l e  v a l u e  of the A m e r i c a n  w a y

17 of  life; a n d

18 W H E R E A S  C l i f t o n  B. C a t e s  e n t e r e d  t h e  M a r i n e  C o r p s  as a s e c o n d  l i e u t e n -

19 ant in  1917 at the b e g i n n i n g  of W o r l d  W a r  I, a n d  d u r i n g  the c o u r s e  of the

20 s w i f t l y - m o v i n g  two y e a r s  tha t  f o l l o w e d ,  t h e  y o u n g  m a n  fro m  T i p t o n v i l l e ,

21  T e n n e s s e e ,  f o u n d  h i s  t r u e  e l e m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  M a r i n e  C o r p s  f o und o n e  of its

2 2  m o s t  c a p a b l e  a n d  c o l o r f u l  l e a d e r s ;  a nd

23 W H E R E A S  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  o f f i c e r  t r a i n i n g ,  L i e u t e n a n t

24 C a t e s  f o u n d  h i m s e l f  c o m m a n d i n g  t r o o p s  as a p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  i n  the 9 6 t h

25 C o m p a n y ,  S i x t h  M a r i n e s ,  a n d  h i s  b a t t a l i o n  s a i l e d  f o r  F r a n c e  in  J a n u a r y

26 1918; a n d

27 W H E R E A S  G e n e r a l  C a t e s  h o l d s  t h e  s i n g u l a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  of b e i n g  the m o s t

28 d e c o r a t e d  M a r i n e  C o r p s  o f f i c e r  o f  W o r l d  W a r  I, h a v i n g  b e e n  a w a r d e d  th e  N a v y

29 C r o s s ,  D i s t i n g u i s h e d  S e r v i c e  C r o s s  w i t h  O a k - L e a f  C l u s t e r ,  S i l v e r  S t a r  w i t h
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O a k - L e a f  Cluster, a nd P u r p l e  H e art for h i s  m e r i t o r i o u s  m i l i t a r y  service, 

w h i l e  F r a n c e  c o n f e r r e d  u p o n  h i m  the L e g i o n  of H o n o r  and C r o i x  de  G u e r r e  

w i t h  one gilt s tar a nd t w o  palms; an d

W H E R E A S  in J u n e  1944, n e a r  the e n d  of  the S a i p a n  o p e r a t i o n  M a j o r  

G e n e r a l  C a tes r e t u r n e d  to the P a c i f i c  to a s s u m e  th e  post of C o m m a n d i n g  

G e n e r a l  of the F o u r t h  M a r i n e  D i v i s i o n  a n d  c o m m a n d e d  the d i v i s i o n  in the 

a s s a u l t  of Tinian, t h r o u g h o u t  Iwo Jima, a n d  for the r e m a i n d e r  of W o r l d  W a r  

II; and

W H E R E A S  on J a n u a r y  1, 1948, M a j o r  G e n e r a l  Cates w as p r o m o t e d  to

g e n e r a l  and a s s u m e d  the p r e s t i g i o u s  p ost of C o m m a n d a n t  of the M a r i n e  Corps, 

in  w h i c h  o f f i c e  he wa s  d e s t i n e d  to h a v e  a n  e v e n t f u l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;  and

W H E R E A S  w h e n  the o u t b r e a k  of h o s t i l i t i e s  in K o r e a  p r e s e n t e d  the 

c o m m a n d a n t  w i t h  an e m e r g e n c y ,  G e n e r a l  Cates, w i t h  great o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  ^

e f f i c i e n c y  a nd alacrity, w a s  able to s e n d  the F i rst P r o v i s i o n a l  M a r i n e  

B r i g a d e  a nd its air c o m p o n e n t  to the F a r  E ast w i t h i n  nine d a y s  f o l l o w i n g  

t he o r d e r  for its a c t i v a t i o n ;  and

W H E R E A S  G e n e r a l  Cates' a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  as co m m a n d a n t  w i t n e s s e d  the 

p r a c t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  by the M a r i n e  C o r p s  of two i m p o rtant t a c t i c a l  i n n o­

va t i o n s ,  the h e l i c o p t e r  a n d  body armor; and

W H E R E A S  current U n i t e d  States n a v a l  p o l i c y  favors the s e l e c t i o n  of 

h e r o e s  of the n a val s e r v i c e  w h e n  v e s s e l s  a re n a med, w i t h  o nly a v e r y  f ew 

m a r i n e s  b e i n g  s i n g l e d  out for this d i s t i n g u i s h e d  honor; and

W H E R E A S  the A l a s k a  S t ate L e g i s l a t u r e  feels that it w o u l d  be v e r y  

f i t t i n g  to nam e  an a p p r o p r i a t e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  n a v a l  v e s s e l  i n  h o n o r  of 

G e n e r a l  C l i f t o n  B. Cates, a m a r i n e  of g r e a t  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  c o u r a g e ,  a n d  

c h a r a c t e r  w h o s e  u n r e m i t t i n g  service to h i s  c o u n t r y  s p a nned t h r e e  w a r s  a n d  

f i v e  decades;

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  u r g e s  t he U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  S e c r e t a r y  of the N a v y  to n a m e  a U n i t e d  S t a t e s  n a v a l  v e s s e l  a f t e r
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1 G e n e r a l  C l i f t o n  B. C a tes, 19th C o m m a n d a n t  of the U n i t e d  States M a r i n e

2 Corps.

3 C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall b e  sent to the H o n o r a b l e  W i l l i a m  Ball,

4 III, U. S. S e c r e t a r y  of  the Navy; a n d  to the H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  a nd the

5 H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i ,  U.S. S e n a t o r s ,  and the H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Young, U.S.

6 R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in  C o n g r e s s .
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