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3 IN T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND S E S S I O N

5 U r g i n g  the U n i t e d  States S e c r e t a r y  of

6 the N avy to name a U n i t e d  S t a t e s  naval

7 v e s s e l  after G e n e r a l  C l i f t o n  B. Cates.

8 BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T HE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 W H E R E A S  f r o m  t i m e - t o - t i m e  t he U n i t e d  States h as p r o d u c e d  g r eat m e n

10 w h o s e  n u m e r o u s  d e eds of v a l o r  a n d  h o n o r  evidence t h e i r  gr e a t n e s s  a nd make a

11 l i s ting of the d e t a i l s  of t h eir h e r o i c  service unn e c e s s a r y ;  and

12 WHEREAS in the a n n a l s  o f  the m i l i t a r y  history of the U n i t e d  States

13 there h a v e  b e e n  few m e n  of the a u g u s t  stature of G e n e r a l  C l i f t o n  B. Cates,

14 19th C o m m a n d a n t  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  M a r i n e  Corps, a m a n  w h o s e  m i l i t a r y

15 care e r  s e r v e d  the most i n v i o l a t e  pr i n c i p l e s  of f r e e d o m  and p r e p a r e d n e s s  and

16 stands as e x e m p l a r y  t e s t i m o n y  to the irrefutable v a l u e  of the A m e r i c a n  w a y

17 of life; and

18 W H E R E A S  C l i f t o n  B. Cates e n t e r e d  the Marine C o r p s  as a s e c o n d  lieuten-

19 ant in 1917 at the b e g i n n i n g  of W o r l d  Wa r  I, and d u r i n g  the c o u r s e  of the

20 s w i f t l y - m o v i n g  two years that followed, the y o ung m a n  from T i p t o n v i l l e ,

21 Te n n e s s e e ,  f o u n d  his true e l e m e n t ,  and the Marine C o r p s  found o n e  of its

22 most c a p a b l e  a n d  c o l o r f u l  leaders; and

23 W H E R E A S  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f ter c o m p l e t i o n  of o f f i c e r  training, L i e u t e n a n t

24 Cates f o u n d  h i m s e l f  c o m m a n d i n g  troops as a p l a t o o n  leader in  the 96th

25 Company, S i x t h  M a r ines, and h i s  b a t t a l i o n  sailed for France in J a n u a r y

26 1918; a n d

27 W H E R E A S  G e n e r a l  Cates h o l d s  the s i n gular d i s t i n c t i o n  of b e i n g  the m ost

28 d e c o r a t e d  M a r i n e  Corps o f f i c e r  of W o r l d  W a r  I, h a v i n g  b e e n  a w a r d e d  the N a v y

29 Cross, D i s t i n g u i s h e d  Service C r o s s  w i t h  Oak-L e a f  Cluster, S i l v e r  Sta r  w i t h
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1 O a k - L e a f  C l u s t e r ,  a nd P u r p l e  H e a r t  for his m e r i t o r i o u s  m i l i t a r y  s e r vice,

2 w h i l e  F r a n c e  co n f e r r e d  u p o n  h i m  t h e  L e g i o n  of H o n o r  a nd C r o i x  de G u e r r e

3 w i t h  one g i l t  star a nd two p a l m s ;  and

4 W H E R E A S  in June 1944, n e a r  t he e nd of the S a i p a n  o p e r a t i o n  M a j o r

5 G e n e r a l  C a t e s  r e t u r n e d  to the P a c i f i c  to a s s u m e  th e  post o f  C o m m a n d i n g

6 G e n e r a l  of  the F o u r t h  M a r i n e  D i v i s i o n  and c o m m a n d e d  the d i v i s i o n  in  t he

7 a s s a u l t  of Tinian, t h r o u g h o u t  I w o  Jima, and f or th e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  W o r l d  W a r

8 II; and

9 W H E R E A S  on J a n u a r y  1, 1948, M a j o r  G e n e r a l  C a t e s  w a s  p r o m o t e d  to

10 g e n e r a l  a n d  a s s u m e d  the p r e s t i g i o u s  post of C o m m a n d a n t  of the M a r i n e  C o r p s ,

1 1  in w h i c h  o f f i c e  he was d e s t i n e d  to h ave an e v e n t f u l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;  a nd

12 W H E R E A S  w h e n  the o u t b r e a k  of h o s t i l i t i e s  in  K o r e a  p r e s e n t e d  the

13 c o m m a n d a n t  w i t h  an em e r g e n c y ,  G e n e r a l  Cates, w i t h  great o r g a n i z a t i o n ,

14 e f f i c i e n c y  a nd alacrity, w as a b l e  to send the F i r s t  P r o v i s i o n a l  M a r i n e

15 B r i g a d e  a n d  its a ir co m p o n e n t  to  the Far East w i t h i n  nine d a y s  f o l l o w i n g

16 the o r d e r  f or its act i v a t i o n ;  a n d

17 W H E R E A S  G e n eral Cates' a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  as c o m m a n d a n t  w i t n e s s e d  the

18 p r a c t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  by the M a r i n e  Corps of two i m p o r t a n t  t a c t i c a l  inno-

19 vations, the h e l i c o p t e r  and b o d y  armor; and

20 W H E R E A S  current U n i t e d  S t a t e s  n a val p o l i c y  f a v o r s  the s e l e c t i o n  of

2 1  h e r o e s  of the naval service w h e n  v e s s e l s  are n a m e d ,  w i t h  o n l y  a v e r y  f e w

2 2 m a r i n e s  b e i n g  s i n gled out f o r  t h i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  h o n o r ;  and

23 W H E R E A S  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  f e els that it w o u l d  be v e r y

24 f i t t i n g  to n a m e  an a p p r o p r i a t e  U n i t e d  States n a v a l  v e s s e l  in  h o n o r  of

25 G e n e r a l  C l i f t o n  B. Cates, a m a r i n e  of g r eat d i s t i n c t i o n ,  courage, a n d

26 c h a r a c t e r  w h o s e  u n r e m i t t i n g  s e r v i c e  to his c o u n t r y  s p a n n e d  t h r e e  w a r s  a n d

27 five d e c ades;

28 BE I T  R E S O L V E D  that t he A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  u r g e s  the U n i t e d

29 S t ates S e c r e t a r y  of the N a v y  to  n a m e  a g u i d e d  m i s s i l e  d e s t r o y e r  o r  o t h e r
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1 U n i t e d  S t a t e s  n a v a l  v e s s e l  a f t e r  G e n e r a l  C l i f t o n  B. Cates, 1 9 t h  C o m m a n d a n t

2 of  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  M a r i n e  Corps.

3 C O P I E S  o f  thi s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h all be sent to t h e  H o n o r a b l e  J a m e s  H.

4 Webb, Jr., U. S. S e c r e t a r y  of  the N a v y ;  a n d  to t h e  H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s

5 a nd t he H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i ,  U.S. S e n a t o r s ,  a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  D o n

6 Y o u n g ,  U.S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of  th e  A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .
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