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Referred: Rules

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  Na v ar r e ,  Sun d,

Swackhammer,  e t  a l .

BY TH E  LABOR AND
1  I N  T H E  HO USE  COMMERCE COMMITTEE

2  C S  FOR  HO U SE  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO .  1 7  ( L & C )

3  I N  TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE  S T A T E  O F  AL AS KA

4  F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5  R e l a t i n g  to the  u s e  and recording of

6  trade names to d e s i g n a t e  seafood p r o -

7 ducts of  A l a s k a  o r i g i n .

8  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  BY TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

9  WHEREAS  the S t a t e  of  Al as ka  has exp en d ed  s i g n i f i c a n t  f i n a n c i a l  r e -

1 0  s o u r c e s  through the  A la s k a  Sea fo o d  Marketing I n s t i t u t e  and otherwise  to

1 1  s u c c e s s f u l l y  promote A la s k a  sea fo o d  products  i n  the U n it e d  S t a t e s  and i n

1 2  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m a r k e t s ;  and

1 3  WHEREAS  A la s ka  sea fo od  r e so u r c e s  and the d e v e l o p i n g  A la s k a  seafood

1 4  in du str y are v i t a l  to A l a s k a ' s  economy;  and

1 5  WHEREAS  a d v e r t i s i n g  and promotion of A l a s k a  seaf oo d products  by the

1 6  S t a t e  of  A l a s k a  have  c o nt ri but ed  to a s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  the consump-

17 t i o n  of  s e a f o o d  p r o d u c t s  of A l a s k a  origin; and

1 8  WHEREAS the a d v e r t i s i n g  and promotion have b e e n  d e s i g n e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y

1 9  to promote  all  sea fo od  of  Al as ka  g e n e r i c a l l y ,  thereby p l a c i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t

2 0  v a l u e  on the o r i g i n  of the  s e af o od  p r o d u c t s ;  and

2 1  WHEREAS the a d v e r t i s i n g  and promotion have led  d o m e s t i c  and fo r e ig n

2 2  consumers to a s s o c i a t e  s e a fo o d  of  A la s k a  o r i g i n  with co ld ,  clea n co ndi -

2 3  t i o n s ,  f r e e  of p o t e n t i a l l y  harmful p o ll u ta n t s  and a d d i t i v e s ;  and

2 4  WHEREAS some b u s i n e s s  e n t i t i e s  i n  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  may try to c a p i -

2 5  t a l i z e  on the commercial  va l u e  of  the name " A l a s k a n "  with r e s p e c t  to s e a -

2 6  fo o d ;  and

2 7  WHEREAS consumers are e n t i t l e d  to rely  on t h e i r  e x p e c t a t i o n  that

2 8  products  l a b e l e d  i n  a manner that s u g g e s t s  they o r ig i n a t e d  i n  or were  

O  2 9  produced i n  A l a s k a  a r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  o f  A la s k a  o r i g i n ;  and
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WHEREAS one p u r p o s e  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  a trade name i s  to truthfully  

inform consumers about the nature and o r i g i n  of a product;  and

WHEREAS granting the right to u se  a trade name that f a l s e l y  i m p l i e s  a 

c er t a in  seafood product i s  of Alaska o r i g i n  i s  u n fa ir  and d e c e p t i v e  to 

consumers and undermines the p u rp o se  for which trade names were c r e a t ed ;  

and

WHEREAS problems  that could a r i s e  from seafood products sold under a 

d e c e p t i v e  label  would r e f l e c t  badly on se a fo od  products of Alaska  o r i g i n ,  

thereby caus ing great f i n a n c i a l  harm to A l a s k a ' s  seafood marketing pro­

grams ;  and

WHEREAS numerous A la s ka  communities  have adopted r eso lu ti on s  o p p o s i n g  

the u s e  of trade names that f a l s e l y  imply that seafood products are of 

A laska o r i g i n ;  and

WHEREAS the Ent ry ,  L i c e n s i n g ,  and R e s t r i c t e d  Merchandise  Branch,  U . S .  

Customs S e r v i c e ,  has d e n i e d  the a p p l i c a t i o n  to record the trade name of  the 

Alaskan Seafood Company,  an Arizona corporation trading in  seafood manu­

factured in  M e x i c o ;

B E  I T  R E SO L V E D  that the Alas ka St a te  L e g i s l a t u r e  commends the Entry,  

L i c e n s i n g ,  and R e s t r i c t e d  Merchandise Branch,  U . S .  Customs S e r v i c e ,  for i t s  

recent d e ni al  of the Alaskan Seafood Company a p p l i c a t i o n ,  and r e s p e c t f u l l y  

r e q u e s t s  that the branch r e j e c t  any a p p l i c a t i o n  to record a trade name that 

f a l s e l y  s u g g e s t s  that seafood products are of Alaska o r i g i n .

C O P I E S  of t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  shall  be  s e n t  to the Honorable Ted S t e v e n s  

and the Honorable Frank Murkowski ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s ,  and the Honorable Don 

Young, U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  members of the A la s k a  d e le ga ti on  i n  C o n g r e s s ;  

to W il l i a m  Von Raab ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r  of C u s t o m s ;  to Donald W. L e w i s ,  D i r e c t o r ,  

Entry Procedures and P e n a l t i e s  D i v i s i o n ,  U . S .  Customs S e r v i c e ;  to S t e v e  I .  

P i n t e r ,  C h i e f ,  Ent ry ,  L i c e n s i n g ,  and R e s t r i c t e d  Merchandise  Branch,  U . S .  

Customs S e r v i c e ;  to Tony S m i t h ,  C o m m i ss i o n e r  o f  the Alaska Department of
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1  Commerce and Economic  D e v e l o p m e n t ;  and to Merry T u t e n ,  E x e c u t i v e  D ir e c t o r

2  o f  the A la s k a  Sea fo o d  Marketing I n s t i t u t e .
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