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5-0586L

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  Hoffman,  G o l l ,

Herrmann, et  a l .

I N  TH E  HOU SE BY TH E  R E SO U R C ES  C OMM IT TEE

S E N A T E  CS  FOR C S  FOR HO U SE  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO.  1 5  ( R e s o u r c e s )

IN  THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  THE  S T A T E  OF A LA S KA  

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to high s e a s  d r if t  n e t s .

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A :

WHEREAS A l a s k a ' s  salmon r e s o u r c e s  have a tremendous value  to a ll  of  

the r e s i d e n t s  of the s t a t e ;  and

WHEREAS Alaska commercial f i s h e r m e n  depend upon healthy salmon p o p u ­

l at io n s  to m ai nt ain  th e ir  income and l i f e s t y l e s ;  and

WHEREAS sh o r e -b a s e d  and f l o a t i n g  p r o c e s s o r s  rely on healthy salmon 

p o p u l a t io n s  to k e e p  th e ir  industry he a l th y ,  which i n  turn, promotes a 

healthy A la ska economy; and

WHEREAS numerous rural com mun it ies  i n  Alaska depend upon a r e l i a b l e  

s u b s i s t e n c e  salmon harvest for t h e i r  most b a s i c  nu trit ional ne ed s  and for 

the continuation of th e ir  tr a d i t i o n a l  way of  l i f e ;  and

WHEREAS numerous salmon st oc k s  i n c l u d i n g ,  among o t h e r s ,  Kuskokwim

R i v e r  salmon and Yukon R i v e r  salmon,  are showing a marked and dangerous

trend of annual d e c l i n e s  i n  the number of returning f i s h ;  and

WHEREAS high s e a s  d r i f t  n e t s  wid ely us e d  by f o r e ig n  f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s  i n  

the f i s h e r y  conservation zone i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  harvest  mixed st o ck s  of  

salmon,  containing a high propor tio n of salmon o r ig i n a t in g  i n  North A m e r i ­

ca ; and

WHEREAS high s e a s  d r i f t  n e t s  w a st e fu l ly  k i l l  nontarget f i s h  s p e c i e s ,

s e a b i r d s ,  and marine mammals,  in cl ud in g  the P r i b i l o f  I s l a n d  fur s e a l  whose  

po pu l a t io n  i s  d e c l i n i n g ;  and

WHEREAS t h e se  net s  are made of nonbiodegradable and n o n d e s t r u c t i b l e  

p l a s t i c s ;  and

WHEREAS 6 00  m i l e s  of h i g h  s e a s  d r i f t  net s  are e s t i m a t e d  to b e  l os t
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1  each y e a r ,  and t h e s e  n e t s  p r e s e n t  a hazard to n a v i g a t i o n  and co ntinue  to

2  catch s a l m o n ,  other f i s h ,  s e a b i r d s ,  and mari ne  mammals ;  and

3  WHEREAS  there  i s  no r e l i a b l e  means o f  mo n it or in g the  d e s t r u c t i v e

4 e f f e c t  o f  t h e s e  high s e a s  d r i f t  n e t s  on mari ne  a n i m a l s  of the  B e r i n g  S e a

5  and North P a c i f i c ;  and

6  WHEREAS  i n t e n s i v e  and p e r s i s t e n t  e f f o r t s  by t h e  Alaska f i s h i n g  i n d u s -

7 try and by environmental groups have b e e n  lar gely u n s u c c e s s f u l  i n  a c h i e v i n g

8  in t e r n a t i o n a l  re gu lat ion  and reduction of the  u s e  o f  high s e a s  d r i f t  n e t s ;

9  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  that the A las ka S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  urgently r e q u e s t s  the

1 0  Cong re ss  to p a s s  S .  6 2 ,  a b i l l  " To  improve  e f f o r t s  to mon itor ,  a s s e s s ,  and

1 1  reduce th e  a d v e r se  i m p a c t s  of d r i f t  n e t s . "

1 2  C O P I E S  of  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  sh a ll  b e  s e n t  to the  Honorable George B u s h ,

1 3  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and P r e s i d e n t  o f  the U . S .  S e n a t e ;  the

1 4  Honorable J i m  Wr igh t ,  S p e a k e r  of the U . S .  H o u se  of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  Clem en t

lb V .  T i l  l i o n .  Chairman,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e c t i o n ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  North P a c i f i c

1 6  F i s h e r i e s  C o m m i s s i o n ;  and to the Honorable T e d  S t e v e n s  and the Honorable
0

1 7  Frank Murkowski ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s ,  and the Honorable Don Young, U . S .  R e p r e -

1 8  s e n t a t i v e ,  members of  the  Alaska  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .
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