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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  H o ff m a n ,  G o l l ,

Herrmann,  et  a l .

I N  T H E  HO US E BY T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

C S  FO R  H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  N O .  1 5  ( R e s o u r c e s )  

I N  TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to h i g h  s e a s  d r i f t  n e t s .

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  BY TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

WHEREAS  A l a s k a ’ s  salmon r e s o u r c e s  h a v e  a tremendous  va l u e  to a l l  of  

the  r e s i d e n t s  o f  the s t a t e ;  and

WHEREAS  A l a s k a  com mer ci al  f i s h e r m e n  d e p e n d  upon h e a l th y  salmon p o p u ­

l a t i o n s  to m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  in com e and l i f e s t y l e s ;  and

WHEREAS s h o r e - b a s e d  and f l o a t i n g  p r o c e s s o r s  r e l y  on heal th y salmon  

p o p u l a t i o n s  to k e e p  t h e i r  in d u st r y  h e a l t h y ,  which i n  turn,  pr o mo te s  a 

hea lth y A l a s k a  economy;  and

WHEREAS  numerous rural c o m m u n it i e s  i n  A l a s k a  d e p e n d  upon a r e l i a b l e  

s u b s i s t e n c e  salmon h a r v es t  for t h e i r  most  b a s i c  n u t r i t i o n a l  n e e d s  and for  

the  c o n ti n u a t io n  of  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  way o f  l i f e ;  and

WHEREAS  numerous sal mon  s t o c k s  i n c l u d i n g ,  among o t h e r s ,  Kuskokwim

R i v e r  salmon and Yukon R i v e r  sal mon,  are  showing a marked and dangerous

trend of  annual d e c l i n e s  i n  the  number o f  r e tu r n in g  f i s h ;  and

WHEREAS  h i g h  s e a s  d r i f t  n e t s  w i d e l y  u s e d  by f o r e i g n  f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s  i n  

the  f i s h e r y  c o n s e r v a t i o n  zone i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  h a r v e s t  m i x e d  s t o c k s  of  

s a l m o n ,  c o n t a i n i n g  a h i g h  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  sal mon o r i g i n a t i n g  i n  North A m e r i ­

ca ;  and

WHEREAS  h i g h  s e a s  d r i f t  n e t s  w a s t e f u l l y  k i l l  nontarget f i s h  s p e c i e s ,

s e a b i r d s ,  and mari ne  ma m ma ls ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  P r i b i l o f  I s l a n d  fu r s e a l  whose  

p o p u l a t i o n  i s  d e c l i n i n g ;  and

WHEREAS  t h e s e  n e t s  ar e  made of  n o n b i o d e g r a d a b l e  and n o n d e s t r u c t i b l e  

p l a s t i c s ;  and

WHEREAS 6 0 0  m i l e s  o f  h i g h  s e a s  d r i f t  n e t s  are  e s t i m a t e d  to b e  lo st
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1  each y e a r ,  and t h e s e  n e t s  p r e s e n t  a hazard to n a v i g a t i o n  and co ntinue  to

2  catch s a l m o n ,  oth er f i s h ,  s e a b i r d s ,  and s ia rin e  mammals ;  and

3  W H E R E A S  t h e r e  i s  no r e l i a b l e  means o f  mo n it o r in g  the  d e s t r u c t i v e

4  e f f e c t  o f  t h e s e  h i g h  s e a s  d r i f t  n e t s  on m a rin e  a n i s i a l s  o f  th e  B e r i n g  S e a

5  and North P a c i f i c ;  and

6 W H E R E A S  i n t e n s i v e  and p e r s i s t e n t  e f f o r t s '  by the  A la s k a  f i s h i n g  i n d u s -

7 try and by environmental  gr ou ps  have  b e e n  l ar g e l y  u n s u c c e s s f u l  i n  a c h i e v i n g

8  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e g u l a t io n  and r e d u c t i o n  of th e  u s e  o f  h i g h  s e a s  d r i f t  n e t s ;

9 B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  that t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  urgently r e q u e s t s  th e

1 0  C o n g r e s s  to p a s s  S .  6 2 ,  a b i l l  " T o  im pr o v e  e f f o r t s  to m o n it o r ,  a s s e s s ,  and

1 1  reduce  t h e  a d v e r s e  im p a c t s  o f  d r i f t  n e t s . "

1 2  C O P I E S  of t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s e n t  to the  Honorable George  B u s h ,

1 3  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  of  «-k>e U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and P r e s i d e n t  o f  the U . S .  S e n a t e ;  the

1 4  Honorable J i m  W r i g h t ,  S p e a k e r  of the  U . S .  H o u se  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  and to

1 5  the Honorable  T e d  S t e v e n s  and the Honorable Frank Murkowski ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s ,

1 6  and the  Honorable Dt a Young,  U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  memb ers  o f  the  A l a s k a

1 7  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .
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